Research programme on financial levers in energy refurbishment in Wuhan (Hubei)
Context

The energy-efficiency retrofitting of existing buildings in the residential and tertiary sectors will be a major issue over the next two or three decades.  This sector alone consumes 40% of the world’s energy.  In China, it accounts for 35% of energy consumption with a total building stock of 40 billion m² comprising low energy efficient buildings for which the specific consumption is 2 to 3 times that of buildings in developed countries with a similar climate.
Research programme’s objective

Due to run for several years, this programme is part of an overall approach that aims to introduce energy efficiency policies, through financial mechanisms, on a provincial capital level with a view to replicating the system throughout the province.
Methods of operation

As well as coordinating all the French part and any specific support, the AFD will produce a report on the most significant energy efficient policies and models from developed country. 

Workshops will be held on a regular basis on chosen topics to allow the necessary information sharing on the local context and the most effective practices. This should enable the teams to work together not only on the financial mechanisms but also on the accompanying measures.

The Chinese side, directed by the Hubei Construction Commission has put into place a team of 30 people including Commission experts, professionals from the Wuhan Office of Energy Efficiency in Buildings, the city’s Building Management office, researchers from the Huazhong University of Science and Technology (Public Administration Department & Architecture & Urbanism Department) and economic and finance experts from the Zhaoshang and Mingsheng banks.
The French Environment & Energy Management Agency (ADEME) has joined this research programme as a technical partner but also as a financial partner.

Furthermore, work is being carried out jointly with the International Energy Agency to take stock of residential energy efficiency in the EU zone including France, Germany and the UK, Japan and parts of the US: Florida, the North-eastern Alliance States
 for the east coast, California as well as the 19 states of the Western Governors Association for the west coast.

� States of New York, Vermont and Maine





