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The Evolution of European Development Cooperation: Taking 
the Change Agenda Forward 

 
28 April 2009 

 
One Whitehall Place, London 

 
Agenda 

 
 
8:30  

 
Registration, tea & coffee 
 

 
9:00  
 

 
Welcome 

 
Simon Maxwell , Director, Overseas 
Development Institute 
 

 
9:10  

 
EU Development Cooperation in a 
changing world 

 
Gareth Thomas , Minister of State for 
International Development, United 
Kingdom 
 
Gunilla Carlsson , Minister for 
Development Cooperation, Sweden 
 

 
9:35  

 
Conclusions from Ermenonville Castle: 
European Aid Architecture: Opening the 
Debate 

 
Jean-Michel Debrat , Deputy Director 
General, Agence française de 
Développement, France 
 

 
9:50  

 
The evolution of EU Development 
Cooperation: Taking the change 
agenda forward 

 
Mikaela Gavas , Overseas Development 
Institute 
 

 
10:10  

 
Discussion 
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10:45  

 
Tea & coffee 
 

 
11:15  

 
Group discussion 
Themes : 

1. The changing development 
agenda and the role of EU 
development cooperation 

2. Towards EU external policy 
coherence for development 

3. Redesigning the EU’s  
external relations architecture 

  

 
Facilitators/Rapporteurs: 
1. Alison Evans , Director of Programme, 

Poverty & Public Policy Group, 
Overseas Development Institute 

2. Dirk Messner , Executive Director, 
German Development Institute  

3. Louka Katselli , Professor & Former 
Director of OECD Development Centre 

4. Martin Curwen , Director General for 
Lending Operations outside Europe, 
European Investment Bank 

5. Pierre Jacquet , Executive Director of 
the Strategy Department and Chief 
Economist, Agence française de 
Développement  

 
13:00 

 
Lunch 
 

 
14:00  

 
Presentations from the workshops & 
discussion 
 

  
Chair:  Martin Dinham , Director General 
International, Department for International 
Development 
 

 
15:30  

 
Tea & coffee 
 

 
16:00 – 
17:00 

 
Making it happen 

 
Chair:  Simon Maxwell  
Discussants:  

1. Gareth Thomas , Minister of State 
for International Development, 
United Kingdom 

2. Jean-Michel Debrat , Deputy 
Director General, Agence française 
de Développement, France 

3. Anders Bengtcén , Head of 
Department, Multilateral 
Development Cooperation, Sweden 

4. Alexander Baum , Head of EU & 
ACP Institutional Relations, DG 
Development, European 
Commission 
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The Evolution of European Development Cooperation: Taking 
the Change Agenda Forward 

 
29 April 2009 

 
One Whitehall Place, London 

 
Agenda 

 
9:30  Tea & Coffee 
 
10:00  

 
Welcome 

 
Simon Maxwell , Director of the Overseas 
Development Institute  
 

 
10:15  

 
Panel Debate 
 
Reinventing and 
restructuring EU 
Development 
Cooperation in a 
changing world :   
 
How can development 
stakeholders and 
European aid 
instruments 
be better organised in 
the face of current global 
challenges? 

 
Chair:  Simon Maxwell , Director, Overseas 
Development Institute 
 
Speaker: Martin Dinham , Director-General 
International, UK Department for International 
Development 
 
Discussants: 

1. Dirk Messner , Executive Director, 
German Development Institute (DIE)  

2. Jean-Michel Severino , Director General, 
AFD, France  

3. Paul Engel , Director, ECDPM  
4. Richard Schiere , Senior Economist, 

Africa Development Bank 
 

 
12:15 – 
12:30 

 
Conclusion 
 
Taking the change 
agenda forward 
 

 
Martin Dinham , Director-General International, 
UK Department for International Development 

& 
Jean-Michel Severino , Director General, AFD, 
France 
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Overseas Development Institute, UK 

Anders Bengtcén, Head of Department, 
Multilateral Development Cooperation 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Sweden 

Anja Reuss, Senior Advisor Federal Ministry for Economic 
Cooperation and Development (BMZ), 
Germany 

Anthony Smith, Director, Europe & Donor 
Relations Division 

Department for International 
Development, UK 

Berhané Cahsai, Professor / Consultant  
Dirk Messner, Executive Director German Development Institute (DIE) 
Félix Fernández-Shaw, Development 
Counsellor 

Spanish Permanent Representation to 
the EU 

Francisco Montalbán, Special Ambassador for 
Development Policies 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Spain 

Gareth Thomas, Minister of State for 
International Development 

Department for International 
Development, UK 

Geraldine Baudienville, Research Fellow Overseas Development Institute 
Guido Van Hecken, Secretariat of the 
Development Committee 

European Parliament 

Gunilla Carlsson, Minister for International 
Development Cooperation 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Sweden 

Helmut Gauges, Head of Latin America, 
Caribbean and Strategy Department 

KFW Bankengruppe, Germany 

Helmut Reisen, Head of Research OECD Development Centre 
Jean-Marc Bellot, Representative to the 
European Institutions 

Agence Française de Développement, 
France 

Jean-Michel Debrat, Deputy Chief Executive 
Officer 

Agence Française de Développement, 
France 

Jean-Michel Severino, Director General 
 

Agence Française de Développement, 
France 

Johan Carlsson, Chief of Staff of Swedish 
Minister for Development Cooperation  

Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Sweden 

Kevin Gardner, Private Secretary to Minister 
Gareth Thomas 

Department for International 
Development, UK 

Koos Richelle, Director General DG EuropeAid, European Commission 
Lord Teverson, Chair of EU Committee, Sub-
Committee C 

House of Lords, UK Parliament 

Louise Thomas, Head of Policy and 
Communications Team, Europe Department 

Department for International 
Development, UK 

Louka Katseli, Member of the Greek Parliament 
and Former Head of the OECD Development 
Centre 
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Maia Stead Overseas Development Institute 
Martin Curwen, Director General for Lending 
Operations outside Europe 

European Investment Bank 

Martin Dinham, Director General International Department for International 
Development, UK 

Martina Kampmann, Director Global 
Partnerships 

German Technical Cooperation (GTZ) 

Maryam Teschke-Panah, Development Advisor UK Permanent Representation to the 
EU 

Matthew Rycroft, EU Director 
 

Foreign & Commonwealth Office, UK 

Michael Moore MP, UK Shadow Secretary of 
State for International Development 

House of Commons, UK Parliament 

Mikaela Gavas, EU Project Lead & Research 
Associate 

Overseas Development Institute, UK 

Myles Wickstead, Visiting Professor & former 
Head of Secretariat to the Commission for 
Africa 

Open University 

Nick Roseveare, Chief Executive BOND 
Nicola Harrington, UNDP Representative to the 
EU 

United Nations  
Development Programme 

Olive Towey, Senior Policy Adviser EEPA Representative 
Olivier Consolo, Director CONCORD 
Pasi Hellman, Deputy Director General Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Finland 
Paul Engel, Director ECDPM 
Paul Valentin, Vice-Chair of BOND and Head of 
International Department  

BOND & Christian Aid 

Peter Dun, Adviser, Bureau of European Policy 
Advisers (BEPA) 

European Commission 

Philippe Chedanne, Head of Division, External 
Relations & Communication Department 

Agence Française de Développement, 
France 

Pierre Jacquet, Executive Director of the 
Strategy Department and Chief Economist 

Agence Française de Développement, 
France 

Pieter Jan Kleiweg, Head of External Affairs  Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the 
Netherlands 

Richard Manning, Former Chairman of the 
OECD Development Assistance Committee 

 

Richard Schiere, Senior Economist  African Development Bank 
Rutger Hopster, Senior Policy Advisor, Europe 
Department 

Department for International 
Development, UK 

Simon Maxwell, Director 
 

Overseas Development Institute 

Staffan Carlsson, Swedish Ambassador Embassy of Sweden 
Tamsyn Barton, Head of Europe Department Department for International 

Development, UK 
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The Evolution of EU Development 
Cooperation: Taking the Change Agenda 
forward 

28 April 2009

Conclusions from Ermenonville:
European Aid Architecture – Opening the 
Debate

Jean-Michel Debrat
Deputy Director General
Agence française de Développement

 

 

Conclusions of Ermenonville 
Seminar – 5 axes of debate 
1. The sense of urgency and arguments 

in favour of European development 
cooperation

2. The political aspects of European 
development cooperation

3. Greater coherence for more effective 
action

4. Collaborative practices
5. Europe for development: a platform to 

mobilise citizens

 

1) The sense of urgency and arguments in 
favour of European development cooperation

• Europe world’s largest donor vs. low 
visibility of European aid

• Current economic crisis: the risk of both 
budget contraction and public opinion’s 
rejection.

• 2009: new European Parliament, new 
Commission, Lisbon Treaty issue, G20, 
Copenhagen

• Risks vs. opportunities to push development 
issues to the top of the international 
agenda. What role can Europe play?
� sense of urgency

 

2) The political aspects of European 
development cooperation

• Dispersion of 27 + 1 vs. the different 
partners other hand

• Issues at different levels:
– policy definition

– institutional level
– implementation/evaluation
– actors

 

3) Greater coherence for more 
effective action
• Policy statements on complementarity,  

the division of labour etc. come up 
against operational constraints.

• Lack of vision that leads to the 
implementation of inappropriate and 
redundant structures.

• Proposals need to be put to the new 
Commission and the new European 
parliament in terms of overhauling the 
existing mechanisms

 

4) Collaborative practices : using 
private banking process

• In view of the number of actors, tools 
and the complexity of structures, the 
balance of the European model must 
be based on the collaborative model

• Code of Conduct on Division of Labour 
must be implemented in a practical 
manner for delegations of funds and 
co-financing mechanisms and 
definition of comparative advantages.
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5) Europe for Development: A 
platform to mobilise citizens

• Europe’s citizens are interested in 
development cooperation and want to be 
more involved in international  solidarity. 

• Paris Agenda remains mostly limited to 
relations between central  governments. 

• Also include all the other democratic and 
decentralised actors, society to society”
cooperation, more emphasis on 
development education

 

 

Thank you very much for your 
attention!

www.aidarchitecture.eu
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