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Foreword

Regional “Tam ��o Summer School Week”: A Valuable Training Platform

�5�I�F���ö�S�T�U���4�P�D�J�B�M���4�D�J�F�O�D�F�T���4�V�N�N�F�S���4�D�I�P�P�M���X�B�T���I�F�M�E���J�O�������������B�T���B���Q�B�S�U���P�G���U�I�F���i�'�P�O�E�T���E�F���4�P�M�J�E�B�S�J�U�Ï��
�1�S�J�P�S�J�U�B�J�S�F�� �F�O�� �4�D�J�F�O�D�F�T�� �4�P�D�J�B�M�F�T�w�� �	�'�4�1���4�
�� �Q�S�P�K�F�D�U��“Support for Research on Economic and Social 
Transition Issues in Vi�t Nam�w�
�� �J�N�Q�M�F�N�F�O�U�F�E�� �C�Z�� �U�I�F���i�²�D�P�M�F�� �G�S�B�O�Î�B�J�T�F�� �E���&�Y�U�S�Ð�N�F���0�S�J�F�O�U�w�� �B�O�E�� �U�I�F��
Vietnam Academy of Social Sciences. [1]���*�U���X�B�T���F�T�U�B�C�M�J�T�I�F�E���C�F�D�B�V�T�F���U�I�F���+�P�J�O�U���'�S�B�O�D�P���7�J�F�U�O�B�N�F�T�F��
�4�D�J�F�O�U�J�ö�D���$�P�V�O�D�J�M���X�J�U�I�J�O���U�I�F���'�4�1���4���P�S�H�B�O�J�[�B�U�J�P�O���I�B�E���P�C�T�F�S�W�F�E���U�I�F���O�F�F�E���G�P�S���D�B�Q�B�D�J�U�Z���C�V�J�M�E�J�O�H���G�P�S��
�S�F�T�F�B�S�D�I�F�S�T�
���U�F�B�D�I�J�O�H���S�F�T�F�B�S�D�I�F�S�T���B�O�E���7�J�F�U�O�B�N�F�T�F���E�P�D�U�P�S�B�M���D�B�O�E�J�E�B�U�F�T�
���D�P�W�F�S�J�O�H���N�F�U�I�P�E�P�M�P�H�Z�
��
�T�V�S�W�F�Z�� �U�P�P�M�T�� �B�O�E�� �E�B�U�B�� �U�S�F�B�U�N�F�O�U���� �)�F�M�E�� �B�H�B�J�O�� �J�O�� ���������� �B�O�E�� ���������
�� �U�I�F���i�+�P�V�S�O�Ï�F�T�� �E�F�� �5�B�N�� �å�ý�P�w�� 
�	�5�B�N���å�ý�P���4�V�N�N�F�S���4�D�I�P�P�M���8�F�F�L�
���o���B�M�T�P���L�O�P�X�O���B�T���+�5�%���o���N�B�J�O�U�B�J�O�F�E���J�U�T���P�C�K�F�D�U�J�W�F���P�G���J�O�U�S�P�E�V�D�J�O�H��
future Vietnamese social scientists to the intellectual tools and know-how necessary to gain a 
�S�J�H�P�S�P�V�T���L�O�P�X�M�F�E�H�F���P�G���T�P�D�J�B�M���S�F�B�M�J�U�Z���B�O�E���U�P���Q�S�P�W�J�E�F���U�I�F�N���X�J�U�I���U�I�F���U�I�F�P�S�F�U�J�D�B�M���B�O�E���N�F�U�I�P�E�P�M�P�H�J�D�B�M��
�C�B�T�J�T���U�P���E�S�B�G�U���B���T�D�J�F�O�U�J�ö�D�B�M�M�Z���Q�F�S�U�J�O�F�O�U���S�F�T�F�B�S�D�I���Q�S�P�K�F�D�U�����5�I�F���T�F�T�T�J�P�O�T���X�F�S�F���I�F�M�E���J�O���)�Ë���/���J���B�O�E���J�O 
Tam ��o, a hill station near the capital, and resulted in the publication of three works published 
in both French and Vietnamese. [2]

2010-2013: An Agreement for Partnership, Change on a Regional Scale

�(�J�W�F�O���U�I�F���T�V�D�D�F�T�T���P�G���U�I�F���ö�S�T�U���U�I�S�F�F���Z�F�B�S�T�
���B�O�E���J�O���P�S�E�F�S���U�P���T�V�Q�Q�P�S�U���U�I�F���E�F�W�F�M�P�Q�N�F�O�U���P�G���U�I�F���4�V�N�N�F�S��
�4�D�I�P�P�M�
���U�I�F���7�J�F�U�O�B�N���"�D�B�E�F�N�Z���P�G���4�P�D�J�B�M���4�D�J�F�O�D�F�T���	�7�"�4�4�
�
���"�H�F�O�D�F���'�S�B�O�Î�B�J�T�F���E�F���%�Ï�W�F�M�P�Q�Q�F�N�F�O�U��
�	�"�'�%�
�
�� �U�I�F�� �*�O�T�U�J�U�V�U�� �E�F�� �3�F�D�I�F�S�D�I�F�� �Q�P�V�S�� �M�F�� �%�Ï�W�F�M�P�Q�Q�F�N�F�O�U�� �	�*�3�%�
�
�� �U�I�F�� �6�O�J�W�F�S�T�J�U�Z�� �P�G�� �/�B�O�U�F�T�
�� �U�I�F��
�²�D�P�M�F�� �G�S�B�O�Î�B�J�T�F�� �E���&�Y�U�S�Ð�N�F���0�S�J�F�O�U�� �	�²�'�&�0�
�� �B�O�E�� �U�I�F�� �"�H�F�O�D�F�� �6�O�J�W�F�S�T�J�U�B�J�S�F�� �E�F�� �M�B�� �'�S�B�O�D�P�Q�I�P�O�J�F [3] 
�	�"�6�'�
���E�F�D�J�E�F�E���U�P���D�P�O�ö�S�N���U�I�F�J�S���D�P�N�C�J�O�F�E���D�P�N�N�J�U�N�F�O�U���J�O���B���Q�B�S�U�O�F�S�T�I�J�Q���B�H�S�F�F�N�F�O�U���T�J�H�O�F�E���P�O��
�"�Q�S�J�M�������
�������������B�U���U�I�F���"�'�%���I�F�B�E�R�V�B�S�U�F�S�T���J�O���1�B�S�J�T���G�P�S���G�P�V�S���Z�F�B�S�T�
������������������������

[1]	�1�S�P�K�F�D�U���ö�O�J�T�I�F�E���.�B�Z�����
������������
[2]	�4�����-�B�H�S�Ï�F�
���+���1�����$�M�J�O�H�
���.�����3�B�[�B�ö�O�E�S�B�L�P�U�P���B�O�E���'�����3�P�V�C�B�V�E���	�T�D�J�F�O�U�J�ö�D���F�E�T���
�
��Les Journées de Tam ��o. Stratégies de réduction 

de la pauvreté : approches méthodologiques et transversales�
���²�E�J�U�J�P�O�T���5�S�J���5�I�V�D�
���)�B�O�P�J�
���+�V�M�Z�����������
�����������Q�����	�'�S�F�O�D�I���W�F�S�T�J�P�O�
�
��
���������Q�����	�7�J�F�U�O�B�N�F�T�F���W�F�S�T�J�P�O�
��

	 S. Lagrée (editor), Les Journées de Tam Dao. Nouvelles approches méthodologiques appliquées au développement (2), 
�6�O�J�W�F�S�T�J�U�Ï�� �E���Ï�U�Ï�� �F�O�� �T�D�J�F�O�D�F�T�� �T�P�D�J�B�M�F�T�
�� �²�E�J�U�J�P�O�T�� �5�I�F�� �(�J�P�J�
�� �)�Ë�� �/���J�
�� �4�F�Q�U�F�N�C�F�S�� ���������
�� �������� �Q���� �	�'�S�F�O�D�I�� �W�F�S�T�J�P�O�
�
�� �������� �Q����
�	�7�J�F�U�O�B�N�F�T�F���W�F�S�T�J�P�O�
��

	 S. Lagrée (editor), Les Journées de Tam Dao. Nouvelles approches méthodologiques appliquées au développement (2), 
�6�O�J�W�F�S�T�J�U�Ï���E���Ï�U�Ï���F�O���T�D�J�F�O�D�F�T���T�P�D�J�B�M�F�T�
���²�E�J�U�J�P�O�T���5�I�Ð���(�J�P�J�
���)�Ë���/���J�
���/�P�W�F�N�C�F�S�������������	�S�F�Q�S�J�O�U�F�E���J�O���.�B�Z�����������
�
�����������Q�����	�'�S�F�O�D�I��
�W�F�S�T�J�P�O�
�
�����������Q�����	�7�J�F�U�O�B�N�F�T�F���W�F�S�T�J�P�O�
��

[3]	�"�6�'�����'�V�O�E�T���j���"�D�U�J�P�O���J�O�O�P�W�B�O�U�F���x����������������������
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This partnership aims to maintain the continuity of the Tam ��o Summer School Week with 
�Q�S�F�W�J�P�V�T���U�S�B�J�O�J�O�H���T�F�T�T�J�P�O�T���X�J�U�I���U�I�F���H�F�O�F�S�B�M���P�C�K�F�D�U�J�W�F�T���P�G��

��	�T�V�Q�Q�P�S�U�J�O�H���N�V�M�U�J���E�J�T�D�J�Q�M�J�O�B�S�Z���U�S�B�J�O�J�O�H���P�G���B�O���F�Y�D�F�M�M�F�O�U���T�U�B�O�E�B�S�E�����J�N�Q�S�P�W�J�O�H���L�O�P�X�M�F�E�H�F�
���N�F�U�I�P�E�T��
�B�O�E���T�V�S�W�F�Z���U�P�P�M�T���J�O���U�I�F���T�P�D�J�B�M���T�D�J�F�O�D�F�T�����S�F�J�O�G�P�S�D�J�O�H���D�B�Q�B�D�J�U�Z���G�P�S���U�I�F���B�O�B�M�Z�T�J�T���P�G���F�D�P�O�P�N�J�D���B�O�E��
�T�P�D�J�B�M�� �D�I�B�O�H�F�T���� �D�P�O�T�P�M�J�E�B�U�J�O�H�� �T�L�J�M�M�T�� �J�O�� �N�F�U�I�P�E�T�� �G�P�S�� �F�W�B�M�V�B�U�J�O�H�� �U�I�F�� �J�N�Q�B�D�U�� �P�G�� �E�F�W�F�M�P�Q�N�F�O�U��
�Q�S�P�K�F�D�U�T����

��	�D�P�O�T�U�J�U�V�U�J�O�H���B���Q�P�M�J�D�Z���E�J�T�D�V�T�T�J�P�O���Q�M�B�U�G�P�S�N�
�� �B�T���X�F�M�M���B�T���E�F�W�F�M�P�Q�J�O�H���B���Q�P�P�M���P�G���S�F�T�F�B�S�D�I�F�S�T���P�Q�F�O��
�U�P���U�I�F���4�P�V�U�I�F�B�T�U���"�T�J�B���S�F�H�J�P�O�����U�I�F���+�5�%���X�B�T���D�P�O�D�F�J�W�F�E���B�T���B���G�P�S�V�N���G�P�S���U�I�F���T�U�V�E�Z���P�G���T�U�S�B�U�F�H�J�F�T�
��
�N�F�U�I�P�E�T���B�O�E���X�P�S�L�J�O�H���Q�S�B�D�U�J�D�F�T���J�O���E�F�W�F�M�P�Q�N�F�O�U�
���C�V�U���B�M�T�P���G�P�S���U�S�B�J�O�J�O�H���B�O�E���F�Y�D�I�B�O�H�F�T���C�F�U�X�F�F�O��
�S�F�T�F�B�S�D�I�F�S�T���B�O�E���E�F�D�J�T�J�P�O���N�B�L�F�S�T����

��	�E�F�W�F�M�P�Q�J�O�H���U�I�F���Q�S�P�ö�M�F���B�O�E���B�Q�Q�F�B�M���P�G���U�I�F���i�5�B�N���å�ý�P���4�V�N�N�F�S���4�D�I�P�P�M���8�F�F�L���w���U�I�F���+�5�%���B�J�N�T���U�P��
attract a wide academic and non-academic audience throughout Southeast Asia.

�#�V�J�M�E�J�O�H���P�O���U�I�F���F�W�B�M�V�B�U�J�P�O�T���P�G���U�I�F���U�I�S�F�F���ö�S�T�U���Z�F�B�S�T�
���U�I�F���S�F�H�J�P�O�B�M���Q�S�P�K�F�D�U�����������������������B�M�T�P���I�B�T���O�F�X��
ambitions:
-	 a speci�c theme of a regional or international nature is set each year, then elaborated and 

�E�F�C�B�U�F�E���B�D�D�P�S�E�J�O�H���U�P���E�J�ò�F�S�F�O�U���N�F�U�I�P�E�P�M�P�H�J�D�B�M���B�O�E���D�S�P�T�T���D�V�U�U�J�O�H���B�Q�Q�S�P�B�D�I�F�T��
-	 at the VASS, the �rst two days of training and discussions conclude with a synthesis session 

�X�I�J�D�I���L�J�D�L�T���P�ò���N�V�M�U�J���E�J�T�D�J�Q�M�J�O�B�S�Z���D�P�O�T�J�E�F�S�B�U�J�P�O���C�Z���E�J�T�D�V�T�T�J�O�H���Q�S�P�Q�P�T�F�E���N�F�U�I�P�E�P�M�P�H�J�D�B�M���U�P�P�M�T����
�U�I�J�T���Q�B�S�U���P�G���U�I�F���Q�S�P�H�S�B�N���J�T���E�F�T�J�H�O�F�E���U�P���C�F���B�O���J�O�U�S�P�E�V�D�U�J�P�O���U�P���U�I�F���U�I�F�N�B�U�J�D���X�P�S�L�T�I�P�Q�T��

��	�J�O���5�B�N���å�ý�P�
���U�I�F���G�P�V�S���X�P�S�L�T�I�P�Q�T�
���F�B�D�I���B�U�U�F�O�E�F�E���C�Z���B�S�P�V�O�E���U�X�F�O�U�Z���Q�B�S�U�J�D�J�Q�B�O�U�T���G�P�S���ö�W�F���E�B�Z�T�
���B�S�F��
�G�P�M�M�P�X�F�E���C�Z���B���P�O�F���E�B�Z���Q�M�F�O�B�S�Z���T�F�T�T�J�P�O�
���G�P�S���T�Z�O�U�I�F�T�J�T�����J�O���U�I�J�T���X�B�Z�
���Q�B�S�U�J�D�J�Q�B�O�U�T���B�O�E���U�S�B�J�O�F�S�T���N�F�F�U��
�B�U���U�I�F���F�O�E���P�G���U�I�F���X�F�F�L���U�P���T�I�B�S�F���B�O�E���Q�S�F�T�F�O�U���U�I�F���P�V�U�Q�V�U���P�G���F�B�D�I���X�P�S�L�T�I�P�Q��

-	 in order to increase geographic appeal, the Tam ��o Summer School Week welcomes 
researchers and participants from Southeast Asia. This regional expansion notably reinforces 
�W�J�T�J�C�J�M�J�U�Z���J�O���U�I�F���S�F�H�J�P�O���B�O�E���B�M�M�P�X�T���B���M�B�S�H�F�S���O�F�U�X�P�S�L���G�P�S���F�Y�D�I�B�O�H�F���B�O�E���T�D�J�F�O�U�J�ö�D���D�P�M�M�B�C�P�S�B�U�J�P�O����
The audience is composed of approximately �fty Vietnamese participants and around thirty 
from the region (Cambodia, Laos, Malaysia, Thailand and other neighboring countries).

An Annual Trilingual Scienti�c Production

�*�U���J�T���Q�S�P�Q�P�T�F�E���U�P���Q�V�C�M�J�T�I���U�I�F���Q�S�P�D�F�F�E�J�O�H�T���J�O���U�I�S�F�F���M�B�O�H�V�B�H�F�T���o���7�J�F�U�O�B�N�F�T�F�
���'�S�F�O�D�I���B�O�E���&�O�H�M�J�T�I �o��
the year following each training session in the AFD series, Conférences et Séminaires, co-edited 
�C�Z���U�I�F���&�'�&�0���B�O�E���U�I�F���5�S�J���5�I�Þ�D���Q�V�C�M�J�T�I�J�O�H���I�P�V�T�F�����&�B�D�I���X�P�S�L���J�T���B�W�B�J�M�B�C�M�F���P�O���$�%���3�P�N���B�O�E���B�T���B���G�S�F�F��
download on the site www.tamdaoconf.com as well as on the sites of the partner organizations. 
To complement this, www.tamdaoconf.com also o�ers the texts of lectures to expand and 
deepen understanding of the themes and �elds touched upon, an in-depth biography of each 
�U�S�B�J�O�F�S���B�T���X�F�M�M���B�T���B���U�S�J�Q�M�F���F�W�B�M�V�B�U�J�P�O���Q�S�P�W�J�E�F�E���C�Z���U�I�F���U�S�B�J�O�F�S�T�
���Q�B�S�U�J�D�J�Q�B�O�U�T���B�O�E���S�F�Q�P�S�U�F�S�T����
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”Transitions Decreed, Transitions Experienced”

The guiding principle of the 2010 JTD was to question the concept of transition by looking at 
the wide variety of situations that it covers, according to the teaching model described below:
� 	July 16 and 17 at the VASS: four presentations introduced and developed the methodological 

and cross-cutting approaches to the theme of transition; a documentary was shown to 
complete the training.  The sessions were concluded by a synthesis report of the two days;

� 	four themed workshops took place for �ve days at the hill station, Tam ��o, from Monday, 
July 19 to Friday, July 23. These studied in greater depth the agrarian transition (workshop 1), 
economic transition through the lenses of quantitative and qualitative analysis (workshop 2), 
�eld study methods in development anthropology (workshop 3), demographic transition and 
familial transformation (workshop 4);

� 	plenary day for reports from the workshops Saturday, July 24 in Tam ��o.

The Tam ��o Summer School Week began with an introductory lecture by Nicolas Zu�erey, 
sinologist, professor at the Chinese Studies Unit at the University of Geneva. The presentation 
began by comparing an ancient transition period in China – between the 6th and 2nd century 
B.C. –, with a recent transition – from 1978 – experienced by contemporaries as such. 
The second part looked at three distinct dimensions of the theme of transition: historical, 
psychological and ideological.
The morning continued with a presentation by the geographer, Rodolphe De Koninck.  
The subject of his presentation was the agrarian transition, understood to be the shift from 
an agrarian society to a society based increasingly on industrial production and services.  
His intervention was focused on the countries of Southeast Asia, where the process is underway 
throughout the region, but displays original and speci�c characteristics in each country, and 
above all has complex and sometimes unique consequences, as in Thailand for example. 
At the beginning of the afternoon, the documentary “A qui appartient la terre?” (To Whom 
Does the Land Belong? – subtitled in French) was shown in the presence of the director, 
�oàn  H�ng Lê, and shed light on the land problems that exist in Vi�t Nam today. This theme 
was a direct link with the training workshop on socio-anthropological �eld surveys in the 
foothills of Tam ��o.

The second day of plenaries started with a thorough examination of the labor market transitions 
in Vi�t Nam, using a double macro- and micro-economic interpretation. Given by Jean-Pierre 
Cling, Christophe Gironde, Mireille Raza�ndrakoto and François Roubaud, the presentation 
looked at the questions of urbanization and labor market dynamics from the end of the 1990s, 
comparing the characteristics of employment in urban and peri-urban areas with a special 
look at the informal sector. The results presented were based partly on representative statistical 
surveys carried out on a national level and in Vi�t Nam’s political (Hà N�i) and economic 
(H� Chí Minh City) metropolises, and partly on local level studies in two districts of the Red River 
delta.
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The conference cycle ended on the theme of transformations of the institution of family in 
�&�V�S�P�Q�F���� �4�P�D�J�P�M�P�H�J�T�U�� �.�B�S�U�J�O�F�� �4�F�H�B�M�F�O�� �I�J�H�I�M�J�H�I�U�F�E�� �U�I�F�� �E�J�W�F�S�T�J�U�Z�� �P�G�� �G�B�N�J�M�Z�� �T�Z�T�U�F�N�T�� �J�O�� �&�V�S�P�Q�F�B�O��
peasant societies, linked to systems of succession, as well as the e�ects of industrialization on 
family relations and the deep-seated transformation of society starting in the 1960s. 

�'�J�O�B�M�M�Z�
�� �B�U�� �U�I�F�� �C�F�H�J�O�O�J�O�H�� �P�G�� �U�I�F�� �B�G�U�F�S�O�P�P�O�
�� �0�M�J�W�J�F�S���5�F�T�T�J�F�S�
�� �B�O�U�I�S�P�Q�P�M�P�H�J�T�U�� �B�O�E�� �N�F�N�C�F�S�� �P�G�� �U�I�F��
�²�'�&�0���J�O���)�Ë���/���J�
���C�S�P�V�H�I�U���U�I�F���ö�S�T�U���U�X�P���E�B�Z�T���U�P���B���D�M�P�T�F���X�J�U�I���B���D�S�J�U�J�D�B�M���D�P�O�D�M�V�T�J�P�O��

�5�I�F���U�S�B�J�O�J�O�H���D�P�O�U�J�O�V�F�E���X�J�U�I���G�P�V�S���X�P�S�L�T�I�P�Q�T���I�F�M�E���J�O���5�B�N���å�ý�P�
���������L�N���G�S�P�N���)�Ë���/���J��

Workshop 1 was an extension and deeper exploration of the ideas brought up in the plenary 
session by Rodolphe De Koninck. Essentially, the training focused on the di�erent processes 
�P�G�� �U�I�F�� �B�H�S�B�S�J�B�O�� �U�S�B�O�T�J�U�J�P�O���� �B�H�S�J�D�V�M�U�V�S�B�M�� �J�O�U�F�O�T�J�ö�D�B�U�J�P�O�� �B�O�E�� �U�F�S�S�J�U�P�S�J�B�M�� �F�Y�Q�B�O�T�J�P�O���� �V�S�C�B�O�J�[�B�U�J�P�O�
��
�J�O�E�V�T�U�S�J�B�M�J�[�B�U�J�P�O�� �B�O�E�� �N�J�H�S�B�U�J�P�O���� �F�O�W�J�S�P�O�N�F�O�U�
�� �J�O�U�F�H�S�B�U�J�P�O�� �J�O�U�P�� �N�B�S�L�F�U�T�� �B�O�E�� �J�O�U�F�O�T�J�ö�D�B�U�J�P�O�� �P�G��
�S�F�H�V�M�B�U�J�P�O�����5�I�F�T�F�� �U�S�B�O�T�G�P�S�N�B�U�J�P�O�T�� �X�F�S�F�� �F�Y�B�N�J�O�F�E�� �G�S�P�N�� �U�I�F�� �Q�P�J�O�U�� �P�G�� �W�J�F�X�� �P�G�� �G�P�V�S���i�D�P�O�D�F�Q�U�V�B�M��
�X�J�O�E�P�X�T�w���o���H�M�P�C�B�M�J�[�B�U�J�P�O�
���B�D�U�P�S�T�
���T�V�C�T�J�T�U�F�O�D�F�
���T�Q�B�U�J�B�M�J�U�Z���o���X�I�J�D�I���M�J�O�L�F�E���U�P���B���M�B�S�H�F���J�O�U�F�S�O�B�U�J�P�O�B�M��
�S�F�T�F�B�S�D�I���Q�S�P�K�F�D�U���F�O�U�J�U�M�F�E���i�5�I�F���$�I�B�M�M�F�O�H�F�T���P�G���"�H�S�B�S�J�B�O���5�S�B�O�T�J�U�J�P�O���J�O���4�P�V�U�I�F�B�T�U���"�T�J�B�w��

�8�P�S�L�T�I�P�Q�������F�Y�B�N�J�O�F�E���U�I�F���F�D�P�O�P�N�J�D���U�S�B�O�T�J�U�J�P�O���J�O���7�J���U���/�B�N���U�I�B�U���T�U�B�S�U�F�E���B�U���U�I�F���F�O�E���P�G���U�I�F�����������T��
�J�O���B���Q�B�S�U�J�D�V�M�B�S�M�Z���J�O�O�P�W�B�U�J�W�F���X�B�Z���U�I�S�P�V�H�I���B�O���J�O�U�F�S���E�J�T�D�J�Q�M�J�O�B�S�Z���B�Q�Q�S�P�B�D�I���U�P���J�U�T���E�J�ò�F�S�F�O�U���G�B�D�F�U�T���J�O��
�C�P�U�I���R�V�B�M�J�U�B�U�J�W�F���B�O�E���R�V�B�O�U�J�U�B�U�J�W�F���U�F�S�N�T�����0�O�F���P�G���U�I�F���N�B�K�P�S���P�C�K�F�D�U�J�W�F�T���I�F�S�F���X�B�T���U�P���V�T�F���F�D�P�O�P�N�J�D��
�B�O�E���B�O�U�I�S�P�Q�P�M�P�H�J�D�B�M���B�O�B�M�Z�T�J�T���U�P�P�M�T���U�P���E�J�T�D�P�W�F�S���I�P�X���U�I�F���Q�P�Q�V�M�B�U�J�P�O���F�Y�Q�F�S�J�F�O�D�F�T���B�O�E���Q�F�S�D�F�J�W�F�T��
�U�I�F�� �D�I�B�O�H�F�T���U�B�L�J�O�H���Q�M�B�D�F���P�O���B�O���J�O�E�J�W�J�E�V�B�M���M�F�W�F�M���C�Z���T�U�V�E�Z�J�O�H���U�I�F�J�S���N�J�H�S�B�U�P�S�Z���B�O�E���Q�S�P�G�F�T�T�J�P�O�B�M��
�U�S�B�K�F�D�U�P�S�J�F�T�����*�O���P�S�E�F�S���U�P���B�Q�Q�M�Z���U�I�J�T���N�V�M�U�J���E�J�T�D�J�Q�M�J�O�B�S�Z���B�Q�Q�S�P�B�D�I���J�O���U�I�F���ö�F�M�E�
���R�V�B�M�J�U�B�U�J�W�F���T�V�S�W�F�Z�T���X�F�S�F��
conducted among small business owners and craftspeople for a half day at the hill station.

�8�P�S�L�T�I�P�Q�� ���� �X�B�T�� �E�F�E�J�D�B�U�F�E�� �U�P�� �U�S�B�J�O�J�O�H�� �J�O�� �T�V�S�W�F�Z�� �N�F�U�I�P�E�T�� �B�O�E�� �ö�F�M�E�� �Q�S�B�D�U�J�D�F�T�� �J�O�� �T�P�D�J�P��
anthropology, with a focus on the issues, tensions and con�icts surrounding land appropriation 
�B�O�E���V�T�F�����5�I�F���X�P�S�L�T�I�P�Q���T�F�U���B���U�X�P�G�P�M�E���P�C�K�F�D�U�J�W�F���P�G���J�O�U�S�P�E�V�D�J�O�H���T�V�S�W�F�Z���U�P�P�M�T���B�O�E���N�F�U�I�P�E�T���B�O�E��
applying them in real time in the �eld. The research centered on land issues emerging from the 
“top-down”���F�T�U�B�C�M�J�T�I�N�F�O�U���P�G���B���U�P�V�S�J�T�N���Q�S�P�K�F�D�U���C�Z���G�P�M�M�P�X�J�O�H���V�Q���B���T�F�S�J�F�T���P�G���R�V�B�M�J�U�B�U�J�W�F���J�O�U�F�S�W�J�F�X�T��
�I�F�M�E���T�J�O�D�F�������������X�J�U�I���M�P�D�B�M���B�D�U�P�S�T�����W�J�M�M�B�H�F�S�T���B�O�E���B�V�U�I�P�S�J�U�J�F�T���B�U���U�I�F���D�P�N�N�V�O�F�
���E�J�T�U�S�J�D�U���B�O�E���Q�S�P�W�J�O�D�F��
�M�F�W�F�M�T����

Workshop 4 consisted of a training session on demographic transition and family transformations. 
�5�I�F�� �F�N�Q�I�B�T�J�T�� �X�B�T�� �Q�M�B�D�F�E�� �P�O�� �U�I�S�F�F�� �N�B�K�P�S�� �M�J�O�F�T�� �P�G�� �T�U�V�E�Z���� �Q�S�F�T�F�O�U�B�U�J�P�O�� �P�G�� �U�I�F�� �E�F�N�P�H�S�B�Q�I�J�D��
transition theory complemented by an introduction to new approaches using biography 
�B�O�B�M�Z�T�F�T�� �	�"�G�S�J�D�B�O�� �D�B�T�F�� �T�U�V�E�J�F�T�
���� �Q�P�T�T�J�C�M�F�� �X�B�Z�T�� �P�G�� �C�S�J�O�H�J�O�H�� �U�P�H�F�U�I�F�S�� �E�F�N�P�H�S�B�Q�I�J�D�� �B�Q�Q�S�P�B�D�I�F�T��
most often operating at the macro-scale and ethnological practices operating at micro-
�T�P�D�J�P�M�P�H�J�D�B�M���M�F�W�F�M�T���	�4�P�V�U�I�F�B�T�U���"�T�J�B�O���D�B�T�F���T�U�V�E�J�F�T�
�����B�O�B�M�Z�T�J�T���P�G���G�B�N�J�M�Z���U�S�B�O�T�G�P�S�N�B�U�J�P�O�T���U�I�S�P�V�H�I���B�O��
ensemble of demographic, sociological and cultural data (European case studies). 
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Principal characteristics of the themed workshops held during the JTD 2010

Workshops Scale / Level 
of Analysis

Fields Tools / Methods

-1-
Agrarian Transition Multi-scale Geography

Windows of 
observation: 
globalization, 
conditions and 

means of subsistence, 
territoriality, institutions 

and actors
-2-

How is the economic 
transition experienced 
and perceived by the 

population?  

National scale, macro 
and micro approaches.  

Unit of analysis: 
individuals

Economics, socio-
anthropology

Analyses of statistical 
surveys, quantitative 

and qualitative 
approaches

-3-
Training in survey 
methods and �eld 
practices in socio-

anthropology 

Local scale: communes 
and villages.  Unit of 

analysis: household and 
individual surveys

History, socio-
anthropology Qualitative interviews

-4-
Demographic 

Transition and Familial 
Transformation

Macro, meso and 
micro scale

Demography, sociology 
and anthropology, 

ethnology

Biographies, case 
studies

The four workshops were designed to be attended by participants from di�erent �elds, 
�U�I�F�� �Q�S�J�P�S�J�U�Z�� �C�F�J�O�H�� �U�P�� �B�M�M�P�X�� �F�W�F�S�Z�P�O�F�� �U�P�� �V�T�F�� �U�I�F�� �N�P�T�U�� �P�Q�F�O�� �B�Q�Q�S�P�B�D�I�F�T�� �B�O�E�� �U�P�P�M�T�� �Q�P�T�T�J�C�M�F���� 
�5�I�J�T���J�O�U�F�O�U�J�P�O���U�P���C�S�J�O�H���U�P�H�F�U�I�F�S���Q�P�J�O�U�T���P�G���W�J�F�X���J�O���B���N�V�M�U�J���E�J�T�D�J�Q�M�J�O�B�S�Z���X�B�Z���X�B�T���G�V�M�ö�M�M�F�E���E�V�S�J�O�H���U�I�F��
�M�B�T�U���E�B�Z���P�G���S�F�Q�P�S�U�J�O�H�
���4�B�U�V�S�E�B�Z�
���+�V�M�Z�����������"�M�M���P�G���U�I�F���Q�B�S�U�J�D�J�Q�B�O�U�T���X�F�S�F���B�C�M�F���U�P���F�Y�D�I�B�O�H�F���B�O�E���E�J�T�D�V�T�T��
their conclusions, leading to an extremely rich and animated debate. As is customary in this type 
�P�G���U�S�B�J�O�J�O�H�
���B���D�F�S�U�J�ö�D�B�U�F���P�G���Q�B�S�U�J�D�J�Q�B�U�J�P�O���B�O�E���B�U�U�F�O�E�B�O�D�F���T�J�H�O�F�E���C�Z���U�I�F���7�"�4�4�
���"�'�%�
���*�3�%�
���&�'�&�0���B�O�E��
�6�O�J�W�F�S�T�J�U�Z���P�G���/�B�O�U�F�T�
���X�B�T���H�J�W�F�O���U�P���F�B�D�I���Q�B�S�U�J�D�J�Q�B�O�U���B�U���U�I�F���F�O�E���P�G���U�I�F���T�F�T�T�J�P�O��

�'�J�O�B�M�M�Z�
���U�P���T�V�Q�Q�P�S�U���B�O�E���B�D�D�P�N�Q�B�O�Z���U�I�F�J�S���X�P�S�L�
���J�O���U�I�F���F�W�F�O�J�O�H���P�G���+�V�M�Z���������U�I�F���Q�B�S�U�J�D�J�Q�B�O�U�T���X�B�U�D�I�F�E��
a 52-minute documentary �lm made in 2008: “Rêve d’ouvrière”���	�8�P�S�L�F�S���T���%�S�F�B�N�
�
���Q�S�F�T�F�O�U�F�E���B�O�E��
commented upon by the director Tr�n Ph��ng Th�o (with subtitles in French). The documentary 
�X�B�T���N�B�E�F���B�W�B�J�M�B�C�M�F���C�Z���U�I�F��Ateliers Varan���B�O�E���Q�S�P�W�P�L�F�E���B���E�J�T�D�V�T�T�J�P�O���B�N�P�O�H���B�M�M���U�I�F���Q�B�S�U�J�D�J�Q�B�O�U�T��
on the di�culties of professional placement for young rural people coming to work in the 
�G�B�D�U�P�S�J�F�T���O�F�B�S���)�Ë���/���J��
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�$�I�P�P�T�J�O�H���U�I�F���Q�B�S�U�J�D�J�Q�B�O�U�T���G�P�S���5�B�N���å�ý�P���4�V�N�N�F�S���4�D�I�P�P�M���8�F�F�L���C�F�D�P�N�F�T���N�P�S�F���T�F�M�F�D�U�J�W�F���F�B�D�I��
year, and in a way, this is cause for celebration! Nearly two hundred applications were made 
in 2010, but only 84 candidates were chosen for the entire training, less than one out of two 
�B�Q�Q�M�J�D�B�O�U�T�����5�I�J�T���T�F�M�F�D�U�J�P�O���X�B�T���E�F�F�N�F�E���O�F�D�F�T�T�B�S�Z���J�O���P�S�E�F�S���U�P���Q�S�F�T�F�S�W�F���B���T�U�S�P�O�H���H�S�P�V�Q���E�Z�O�B�N�J�D��
�B�O�E���U�P���N�B�J�O�U�B�J�O���B���S�F�M�F�W�B�O�U���Q�F�E�B�H�P�H�J�D�B�M���B�Q�Q�S�P�B�D�I���E�V�S�J�O�H���U�I�F���X�P�S�L�T�I�P�Q�T����

�5�I�F���F�O�S�P�M�M�N�F�O�U���G�P�S�N�T���T�I�P�X���B���W�F�S�Z���E�J�ò�F�S�F�O�U�J�B�U�F�E���T�F�U���P�G���Q�S�P�ö�M�F�T��

�¦	�B���I�J�H�I�F�S���Q�S�P�Q�P�S�U�J�P�O���P�G���X�P�N�F�O�������������P�G���U�I�F���Q�B�S�U�J�D�J�Q�B�O�U�T��

�¦	�B���Z�P�V�O�H���B�V�E�J�F�O�D�F�����N�P�S�F���U�I�B�O���P�O�F���P�V�U���P�G���U�X�P���Q�B�S�U�J�D�J�Q�B�O�U�T���X�B�T���V�O�E�F�S���������Z�F�B�S�T���P�M�E�
�����������V�O�E�F�S��
�������Z�F�B�S�T���P�M�E��

�¦	�E�J�W�F�S�T�J�U�Z���J�O���E�F�H�S�F�F���T�U�B�U�V�T���B�O�E���M�F�W�F�M���P�G���F�E�V�D�B�U�J�P�O�����I�P�M�E�F�S�T���P�G���.�B�T�U�F�S���T���E�F�H�S�F�F�T���	�����
���J�O�D�M�V�E�J�O�H��
�T�F�W�F�O���U�F�B�D�I�F�S�T�����E�P�D�U�P�S�B�U�F�T���	�����
���J�O�D�M�V�E�J�O�H���U�X�P���U�F�B�D�I�F�S�T�����S�F�T�F�B�S�D�I�F�S�T���B�O�E���P�S���U�F�B�D�I�J�O�H���S�F�T�F�B�S�D�I�F�S�T��
�	�����
�����E�F�W�F�M�P�Q�N�F�O�U���Q�S�B�D�U�J�U�J�P�O�F�S�T���N�P�T�U���P�G�U�F�O���X�J�U�I���S�F�T�F�B�S�D�I���P�S���U�F�B�D�I�J�O�H���B�D�U�J�W�J�U�J�F�T���	���
��

�	 multi-disciplinary: sociology, anthropology and socio-anthropology, economics, statistics, 
�E�F�N�P�H�S�B�Q�I�Z�
���H�F�P�H�S�B�Q�I�Z�
���I�J�T�U�P�S�Z�
���M�F�H�B�M���T�D�J�F�O�D�F�T��

�¦	�E�J�W�F�S�T�J�ö�D�B�U�J�P�O�� �P�G�� �H�F�P�H�S�B�Q�I�J�D�� �P�S�J�H�J�O�T�� �P�G�� �U�I�F�� �7�J�F�U�O�B�N�F�T�F�� �Q�B�S�U�J�D�J�Q�B�O�U�T���� �B�M�U�I�P�V�H�I�� �)�Ë�� �/���J�� �B�O�E��
�)���� �$�I�Ó�� �.�J�O�I�� �$�J�U�Z�� �T�V�Q�Q�M�J�F�E�� �U�I�F�� �N�B�K�P�S�J�U�Z�� �P�G�� �U�I�F�� �Q�B�S�U�J�D�J�Q�B�O�U�T�� �	������ �B�O�E�� ������ �S�F�T�Q�F�D�U�J�W�F�M�Z�
�
�� �N�B�O�Z��
�7�J�F�U�O�B�N�F�T�F���J�O�U�F�S�O�T���B�M�T�P���D�B�N�F���G�S�P�N���U�I�F���Q�S�P�W�J�O�D�F�T���P�G���-�Ë�P���$�B�J���	���
�
���-�B�J���$�I�É�V�
���5�I�È�J���/�H�V�Z�Ð�O���	���
���B�O�E��
�"�O���(�J�B�O�H�
���#�J�O�I���%�V�P�O�H���B�O�E���#�Ö�O�I���5�I�V���O���	�����G�S�P�N���F�B�D�I�
����

�	 a wide reach across the Southeast Asian region and beyond: Cambodia (12), Thailand (4), 
�-�B�P�T �	���
�
�� �.�B�M�B�Z�T�J�B�� �	���
�� �B�O�E���i�G�S�F�F�� �B�V�E�J�U�P�S�T�w�� �G�S�P�N�� �$�B�O�B�E�B�
�� �'�S�B�O�D�F�
�� �4�X�J�U�[�F�S�M�B�O�E�
�� �$�B�N�C�P�E�J�B�� �B�O�E��
�7�J���U �/�B�N��

�	 an institutional pluralism:  

	 �t�� �7�J���U�� �/�B�N���� �7�J���U�� �/�B�N�� �"�D�B�E�F�N�Z�� �P�G�� �4�P�D�J�B�M�� �4�D�J�F�O�D�F�T�
�� �6�O�J�W�F�S�T�J�U�Z�� �P�G�� �)�Ë�� �/���J�
�� �4�P�V�U�I�F�S�O�� �*�O�T�U�J�U�V�U�F�� �P�G��
�4�V�T�U�B�J�O�B�C�M�F�� �%�F�W�F�M�P�Q�N�F�O�U�
�� �*�O�T�U�J�U�V�U�F�� �P�G�� �8�P�S�M�E�� �&�D�P�O�P�N�J�D�T�� �B�O�E�� �1�P�M�J�U�J�D�T�
�� �&�U�I�O�P�M�P�H�Z�� �.�V�T�F�V�N��
�P�G�� �)�Ë�� �/���J�
�� �*�O�T�U�J�U�V�U�F�� �P�G�� �4�U�B�U�J�T�U�J�D�B�M�� �4�D�J�F�O�D�F�
�� �0�/�(�� �&�/�%�"�� �7�J���U�� �/�B�N�
�� �*�O�T�U�J�U�V�U�F�� �P�G�� �1�P�Q�V�M�B�U�J�P�O�� �B�O�E��
�4�P�D�J�F�U�Z�
���*�O�T�U�J�U�V�U�F���P�G���"�O�U�I�S�P�Q�P�M�P�H�Z�
���*�O�T�U�J�U�V�U�F���P�G���3�F�T�F�B�S�D�I���P�O���3�F�M�J�H�J�P�O�T�
���6�O�J�W�F�S�T�J�U�Z���P�G���&�D�P�O�P�N�J�D�T���J�O 
�)�����$�I�Ó���.�J�O�I���$�J�U�Z�
���²�'�&�0�
���$�F�O�U�F�S���G�P�S���6�S�C�B�O���B�O�E���%�F�W�F�M�P�Q�N�F�O�U���4�U�V�E�J�F�T���	�$�&�'�6�3�%�4�
�
���/�B�U�J�P�O�B�M���&�D�P�O�P�N�J�D�T��
�6�O�J�W�F�S�T�J�U�Z�
���"�O���(�J�B�O�H���6�O�J�W�F�S�T�J�U�Z�
���#�J�O�I���%�Í�Ì�O�H���6�O�J�W�F�S�T�J�U�Z�
���5�I�È�J���/�H�V�Z�Ð�O���6�O�J�W�F�S�T�J�U�Z�
���$�V�M�U�V�S�F�
���4�Q�P�S�U�T���B�O�E��
�5�P�V�S�J�T�N���4�F�S�W�J�D�F���J�O���-�Ë�P���$�B�J�
���)�P�B���4�F�O���6�O�J�W�F�S�T�J�U�Z�
���.�F�E�J�D�B�M���$�P�M�M�F�H�F���J�O���#�Ö�O�I���5�I�V���O��

	 �t���$�B�N�C�P�E�J�B�����3�P�Z�B�M���"�D�B�E�F�N�Z���P�G���$�B�N�C�P�E�J�B�
���3�P�Z�B�M���6�O�J�W�F�S�T�J�U�Z���P�G���-�B�X���B�O�E���&�D�P�O�P�N�J�D�T���J�O���1�I�O�P�N��
�1�F�O�I��

	 �t���-�B�P�T�����/�B�U�J�P�O�B�M���6�O�J�W�F�S�T�J�U�Z���P�G���-�B�P�T�
���'�B�D�V�M�U�Z���P�G���&�O�W�J�S�P�O�N�F�O�U�B�M���4�D�J�F�O�D�F�
���'�B�D�V�M�U�Z���P�G���&�D�P�O�P�N�J�D�T���B�O�E��
�.�B�O�B�H�F�N�F�O�U��
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	 �t���5�I�B�J�M�B�O�E�����.�B�I�J�E�P�M���6�O�J�W�F�S�T�J�U�Z�
���3�B�K�B�C�I�B�U���6�O�J�W�F�S�T�J�U�Z�
���5�I�B�N�N�B�T�B�U���6�O�J�W�F�S�T�J�U�Z�
���²�'�&�0���$�I�J�B�O�H���.�B�J��

	 �t���.�B�M�B�Z�T�J�B�����/�B�U�J�P�O�B�M���%�F�G�F�O�T�F���6�O�J�W�F�S�T�J�U�Z�
���*�O�T�J�U�J�U�V�U�F���P�G���U�I�F���.�B�M�B�Z���8�P�S�M�E���B�O�E���$�J�W�J�M�J�[�B�U�J�P�O��

	 �t�� �0�V�U�T�J�E�F�� �P�G�� �"�T�J�B���� �6�O�J�W�F�S�T�J�U�Z�� �P�G�� �1�S�P�W�F�O�D�F�� �"�J�Y���.�B�S�T�F�J�M�M�F�
�� �6�O�J�W�F�S�T�J�U�Z�� �P�G�� �.�P�O�U�S�Ï�B�M�� �B�O�E�� �(�S�B�E�V�B�U�F��
�*�O�T�U�J�U�V�U�F���P�G���*�O�U�F�S�O�B�U�J�P�O�B�M���B�O�E���%�F�W�F�M�P�Q�N�F�O�U���4�U�V�E�J�F�T���J�O���(�F�O�F�W�B��

Stéphane Lagrée
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�0�M�J�W�J�F�S���5�F�T�T�J�F�S�
���#�S�V�O�P���5�I�J�C�F�S�U���B�O�E���/�J�D�P�M�B�T���;�V�ò�F�S�F�Z��

�5�I�F���X�P�S�L���J�O�W�P�M�W�F�E���J�O���U�S�B�O�T�D�S�J�C�J�O�H���U�I�F���T�F�T�T�J�P�O�T���B�O�E���X�P�S�L�T�I�P�Q�T���J�T���B���Q�B�S�U�J�D�V�M�B�S�M�Z���M�P�O�H���B�O�E���B�S�E�V�P�V�T��
�U�B�T�L�
���B�O�E���P�V�S���U�I�B�O�L�T���H�P���U�P���U�I�P�T�F���X�I�P���N�B�E�F���U�I�F���F�ò�P�S�U���U�P���Q�S�P�W�J�E�F���T�V�D�I���R�V�B�M�J�U�Z���U�F�Y�U�T�����+�F�B�O���7�F�S�M�Z�
��
�Q�M�F�O�B�S�Z���T�F�T�T�J�P�O�T���	�&�4�$���3�P�V�F�O���B�O�E���E�J�Q�M�P�N�B���J�O���N�P�E�F�S�O���M�J�U�F�S�B�U�V�S�F���B�U���1�B�S�J�T���4�P�S�C�P�O�O�F�
�����-�F�O�B���,�Ï�S�B�W�F�D�
��
�X�P�S�L�T�I�P�Q�������	�E�J�Q�M�P�N�B���G�S�P�N���3�F�O�O�F�T���6�O�J�W�F�S�T�J�U�Z���*�*���B�O�E���G�S�P�N���U�I�F���*�O�T�U�J�U�V�U���3�Ï�H�J�P�O�B�M���E�V���1�B�U�S�J�N�P�J�O�F��
�*�3�1�"�
�����(�M�F�O�O���1�J�B�O�
���X�P�S�L�T�I�P�Q�������	�E�J�Q�M�P�N�B���G�S�P�N���3�F�O�O�F�T���6�O�J�W�F�S�T�J�U�Z���*�
�����&�N�N�B�O�V�F�M���1�B�O�O�J�F�S�
���X�P�S�L�T�I�P�Q������
�	�E�P�D�U�P�S�B�M���T�U�V�E�F�O�U���J�O���B�O�U�I�S�P�Q�P�M�P�H�Z�
���6�O�J�W�F�S�T�J�U�Z���P�G���1�S�P�W�F�O�D�F�
�����7�J�W�J�B�O�F���²�S�J�L�T�F�O�
���X�P�S�L�T�I�P�Q�������	�E�P�D�U�P�S�B�M��
�T�U�V�E�F�O�U���J�O���B�O�U�I�S�P�Q�P�M�P�H�Z�
���6�O�J�W�F�S�T�J�U�Z���P�G���1�S�P�W�F�O�D�F�
��

�'�J�O�B�M�M�Z�
���X�F���X�P�V�M�E���M�J�L�F���U�P���D�P�O�H�S�B�U�V�M�B�U�F���U�I�F���J�O�U�F�S�Q�S�F�U�F�S�T���B�O�E���U�S�B�O�T�M�B�U�P�S�T���X�I�P���I�B�W�F���B�D�D�P�N�Q�B�O�J�F�E��
�U�I�J�T�� ���������� �+�5�%���� �"�O�O�F�� �.�D�&�M�S�P�Z���"�S�O�B�V�E�
��S&S Translation���� �-�Ð�� �5�I�B�O�I�� �.�B�J�
�� �7�J�F�U�O�B�N�F�T�F�� �.�J�O�J�T�U�S�Z�� �P�G��
�'�P�S�F�J�H�O�� �"�ò�B�J�S�T���� �-�Ð���5�I�V�� �)�Í�Ì�O�H�
�� �(�S�B�E�V�B�U�F�� �*�O�T�U�J�U�V�U�F�� �P�G�� �*�O�U�F�S�O�B�U�J�P�O�B�M�� �B�O�E�� �%�F�W�F�M�P�Q�N�F�O�U�� �4�U�V�E�J�F�T�
��
�(�F�O�F�W�B�����-�â���7�É�O���"�O�I�
���%�J�Q�M�P�N�B�U�J�D���"�D�B�E�F�N�Z���P�G���7�J���U���/�B�N�����/�H�Ù���5�I�J���)���O�H���-�B�O�
���/�B�U�J�P�O�B�M���&�D�P�O�P�N�J�D�T��
�6�O�J�W�F�S�T�J�U�Z�����/�H�V�Z���O���5�I�����$�Þ�D���1�I�Í�Ì�O�H�
���)�Ë���/���J���6�O�J�W�F�S�T�J�U�Z�����/�H�V�Z���O���7�J���U���5�J���O�
���/�B�U�J�P�O�B�M���6�O�J�W�F�S�T�J�U�Z���P�G��
�)�Ë�� �/���J���� �1�I�ü�N���5�I���� �,�J�N���:���O�
���7�J�F�U�O�B�N�F�T�F�� �.�J�O�J�T�U�S�Z�� �P�G�� �'�P�S�F�J�H�O�� �"�ò�B�J�S�T�� �B�O�E���5�S�ÿ�O���5�I���� �1�I�Í�Ì�O�H���5�I�ý�P�
��
�)�Ë �/���J���6�O�J�W�F�S�T�J�U�Z��
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Ladies and Gentlemen, 

Dear Participants from Vi�t Nam, Laos, 
Cambodia, Thailand and Malaysia,

�'�J�S�T�U�� �P�G�� �B�M�M�
�� �J�O�� �U�I�F�� �O�B�N�F�� �P�G�� �U�I�F�� �7�J���U�� �/�B�N��
�"�D�B�E�F�N�Z�� �P�G�� �4�P�D�J�B�M�� �4�D�J�F�O�D�F�T�� �	�7�"�4�4�
�
�� �*�� �X�P�V�M�E��
like to present my warmest wishes to all 
of the guests, teachers, and participants of 
the 2010 meeting of the Tam ��o Summer 
School Week.

As you may know, our academy has partnered 
with the French Ministry of Foreign A�airs in 
the context of the Funds for Priority Solidarity 
�J�O�� �4�P�D�J�B�M�� �4�D�J�F�O�D�F�T�� �	�'�4�1���4�
�� �Q�S�P�K�F�D�U�
�� �i�4�V�Q�Q�P�S�U��
�G�P�S���3�F�T�F�B�S�D�I���P�O���*�T�T�V�F�T���P�G���&�D�P�O�P�N�J�D���B�O�E���4�P�D�J�B�M��
�5�S�B�O�T�J�U�J�P�O���J�O���7�J���U���/�B�N���w���5�I�F���7�"�4�4���B�O�E���J�U�T���'�S�F�O�D�I��
partners multiply their e�orts to organize 
many training sessions linked to research 
�Q�S�P�K�F�D�U�T���� �5�I�J�T�� �Z�F�B�S�
�� �P�V�S�� �U�I�F�N�F�� �J�T���i�5�S�B�O�T�J�U�J�P�O�T��
�%�F�D�S�F�F�E�
�� �5�S�B�O�T�J�U�J�P�O�T�� �&�Y�Q�F�S�J�F�O�D�F�E�w�� �X�I�J�D�I�� �X�F��
�M�P�P�L���B�U���V�T�J�O�H���E�J�ò�F�S�F�O�U���T�D�B�M�F�T���P�G���P�C�T�F�S�W�B�U�J�P�O��

Since the implementation of ��i M�i, 
�7�J���U�� �/�B�N�� �Q�V�S�T�V�F�T�� �J�U�T�� �S�F�G�P�S�N�T�� �U�P�X�B�S�E�T�� �B��
market economy with socialist components 
and the reinforcement of its international 
�J�O�U�F�H�S�B�U�J�P�O���� �*�U�� �J�T�� �B�D�U�J�W�F�M�Z�� �Q�S�F�T�F�O�U�� �J�O�� �E�J�ò�F�S�F�O�U��
�J�O�U�F�S�O�B�U�J�P�O�B�M�� �T�J�U�V�B�U�J�P�O�T�� �B�O�E�� �J�O�� �+�B�O�V�B�S�Z�� ���������
��
it became the 150th member of the World 

Trade Organization. This integration imposes 
�W�B�S�J�P�V�T���J�O�U�F�S�O�B�M���S�F�G�P�S�N�T���U�I�B�U���B�J�N���U�P���J�N�Q�S�P�W�F��
�U�I�F�� �K�V�E�J�D�J�B�M�� �T�Z�T�U�F�N�� �B�T�� �X�F�M�M�� �B�T�� �F�T�U�B�C�M�J�T�I�� �B�O�E��
put into place a new economic framework 
adapted to the international context. 
This transition period must allow for the 
intensi�cation of exports and the exploitation 
�P�G�� �U�I�F�� �E�P�N�F�T�U�J�D�� �N�B�S�L�F�U�� �J�O�� �P�S�E�F�S�� �U�P�� �E�F�W�F�M�P�Q��
�T�U�S�P�O�H���W�B�M�V�F���B�E�E�F�E���T�F�D�U�P�S�T�
���E�S�J�W�F�S�T���P�G���H�S�P�X�U�I�
��
�X�J�U�I�P�V�U���P�W�F�S���F�Y�Q�M�P�J�U�J�O�H���S�F�T�P�V�S�D�F�T��

�5�P�E�B�Z�
�� �7�J���U�� �/�B�N�� �G�B�D�F�T�� �N�B�O�Z�� �D�I�B�M�M�F�O�H�F�T����
�*�U�� �J�T�� �D�F�O�U�F�S�J�O�H�� �J�U�T�� �Q�V�S�T�V�J�U�� �P�G�� �F�D�P�O�P�N�J�D��
modernization on industrialization and the 
modernization of agriculture. Transition is 
still a di�cult task despite the undeniable 
�Q�S�P�H�S�F�T�T���J�O���Q�P�W�F�S�U�Z���S�F�E�V�D�U�J�P�O�
���T�P�D�J�B�M���T�F�D�V�S�J�U�Z��
�P�S���J�O���U�I�F���E�F�W�F�M�P�Q�N�F�O�U���P�G���F�T�T�F�O�U�J�B�M���T�F�S�W�J�D�F�T���J�O��
rural areas.

We greatly appreciate the experience of our 
international colleagues. The knowledge 
�B�D�R�V�J�S�F�E�� �G�S�P�N�� �U�I�F�� �G�P�V�S�� �D�P�S�O�F�S�T�� �P�G�� �U�I�F�� �H�M�P�C�F��
�X�J�M�M���B�M�M�P�X���V�T���U�P���J�N�Q�S�P�W�F���P�V�S���N�F�U�I�P�E�P�M�P�H�J�D�B�M��
and multi-disciplinary approaches, thus 
�D�P�O�U�S�J�C�V�U�J�O�H���U�P�E�B�Z���U�P���B���N�P�S�F���Q�S�B�D�U�J�D�B�M���W�J�T�J�P�O��
�P�G���U�I�F���D�P�O�D�F�Q�U���P�G���U�S�B�O�T�J�U�J�P�O�����8�F���C�F�M�J�F�W�F���U�I�B�U��
�T�V�T�U�B�J�O�B�C�M�F���E�F�W�F�M�P�Q�N�F�O�U���N�V�T�U���B�M�T�P���J�O�U�F�H�S�B�U�F��
notions of cultural identity and political 
�T�U�B�C�J�M�J�U�Z���� �X�F�� �B�S�F�� �D�P�O�W�J�O�D�F�E�� �U�I�B�U�� �U�I�F�� ����������

�4�Q�F�F�D�I���E�F�M�J�W�F�S�F�E���C�Z
�/�H�V�Z���O���9�V�É�O���5�I���O�H

Vice President of the Vietnam Academy 
of Social Sciences
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�P�C�K�F�D�U�J�W�F�T�� �G�P�S�� �U�I�J�T�� �4�V�N�N�F�S�� �4�D�I�P�P�M�� �X�J�M�M�� �C�F��
attained in this regard.

�8�F�� �B�S�F�� �I�B�Q�Q�Z�� �U�P�� �T�F�F�� �U�I�J�T�� �F�W�F�O�U�� �P�Q�F�O�� �V�Q��
regionally to our friends from Laos, Cambodia, 
Thailand and Malaysia. This expansion is 
essential because it strongly underscores 
�P�V�S���E�F�T�J�S�F���U�P���D�P�O�U�S�J�C�V�U�F���U�P���U�I�F���E�F�W�F�M�P�Q�N�F�O�U��
of the Mekong region, in this part of Asia 
�C�F�U�X�F�F�O�� �*�O�E�J�B�� �B�O�E�� �$�I�J�O�B���� �*�U�� �J�T�� �G�V�O�E�B�N�F�O�U�B�M��
�U�I�B�U���U�I�F���T�U�V�E�F�O�U�T���U�B�L�F���G�V�M�M���B�E�W�B�O�U�B�H�F���P�G���U�I�F�T�F��
�F�Y�D�I�B�O�H�F�T�� �U�P�� �R�V�F�T�U�J�P�O�� �U�I�F�� �O�B�U�J�P�O�B�M�� �B�O�E��

�S�F�H�J�P�O�B�M�� �F�D�P�O�P�N�J�D�� �U�S�B�O�T�J�U�J�P�O���� �#�F�Z�P�O�E�� �U�I�F��
speci�cs, our problem is identical: sharing 
knowledge is a pledge of the reinforcement 
of policies and of the regional cooperation in 
Southeast Asia.

�*�� �X�P�V�M�E�� �M�J�L�F�� �U�P�� �F�Y�U�F�O�E�� �N�Z�� �C�F�T�U�� �X�J�T�I�F�T�� �G�P�S��
good health to all of the participants. May 
the 2010 meeting of the Tam ��o Summer 
School Week be crowned with success.

Thank you.
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Mr. Vice President of the Vi�t Nam Academy of 
Social Sciences, Dear Colleagues, Dear Friends, 
Ladies and Gentlemen, 

�*�U���J�T���B���H�S�F�B�U���Q�M�F�B�T�V�S�F���G�P�S���U�I�F���"�H�F�O�D�F���'�S�B�O�Î�B�J�T�F��
�E�F�� �%�Ï�W�F�M�P�Q�Q�F�N�F�O�U�� �	�"�'�%�
�� �U�P�� �Q�B�S�U�J�D�J�Q�B�U�F��
in and partner with the Tam ��o Summer 
School Week 2010. Support for research, in 
particular in the social sciences, is one of the 
�"�H�F�O�D�Z���T���N�B�K�P�S���P�C�K�F�D�U�J�W�F�T����

The AFD is a public funding agency which 
�X�P�S�L�T�� �X�J�U�I�� �U�I�F�� �7�J���U�� �/�B�N�� �B�V�U�I�P�S�J�U�J�F�T�� �P�O�� �U�I�F��
�J�T�T�V�F�T���P�G���E�F�W�F�M�P�Q�N�F�O�U�����0�G���D�P�V�S�T�F�
���P�V�S���N�P�U�U�P���J�T��
�i�T�V�T�U�B�J�O�B�C�M�F���E�F�W�F�M�P�Q�N�F�O�U�
�w���B�O�E���U�I�F���U�I�F�N�F���P�G��
�U�S�B�O�T�J�U�J�P�O���J�T���G�B�N�J�M�J�B�S���U�P���V�T�����)�P�X�F�W�F�S�
���B�C�T�P�S�C�F�E��
as we are by our daily routine, this type of 
�F�W�F�O�U���J�T���W�F�S�Z���V�T�F�G�V�M���U�P���V�T�����*�U���B�M�M�P�X�T���V�T���U�P���U�B�L�F��
�B�� �T�U�F�Q�� �C�B�D�L�
�� �M�F�B�S�O�
�� �B�T�L�� �P�S�� �S�F�W�J�T�J�U�� �R�V�F�T�U�J�P�O�T�
��
unceasingly reformulate our ideas, get away 
from our preconceptions, establish more 
timely strategies, and accept contradiction 
and debate. Thanks to the organizers of 
�U�I�J�T�� �F�W�F�O�U�
�� �U�I�B�O�L�T�� �B�M�T�P�� �U�P�� �U�I�F�� �T�Q�F�B�L�F�S�T�� �B�O�E��
�Q�B�S�U�J�D�J�Q�B�O�U�T���T�P�N�F���P�G���X�I�P�N���I�B�W�F���U�S�B�W�F�M�F�E���G�B�S��
�U�P���C�F���I�F�S�F���X�J�U�I���V�T�����8�F�M�D�P�N�F���U�P���7�J���U���/�B�N���G�P�S��
�U�I�P�T�F���P�G���Z�P�V���X�I�P���B�S�F���E�J�T�D�P�W�F�S�J�O�H���U�I�F���D�P�V�O�U�S�Z��
for the �rst time.

�*�U���J�T���B�O���F�Y�U�S�B�P�S�E�J�O�B�S�Z���P�Q�Q�P�S�U�V�O�J�U�Z���U�P���P�S�H�B�O�J�[�F��
�B�� �T�F�N�J�O�B�S�� �P�O�� �U�S�B�O�T�J�U�J�P�O�� �U�P�E�B�Z�� �J�O�� �7�J���U�� �/�B�N�� 
�*�U���T�F�F�N�T���U�P���N�F���U�P���C�F���B���W�B�T�U���B�O�E���D�P�N�Q�M�F�Y���J�T�T�V�F����
�:�P�V���X�J�M�M���T�V�S�F�M�Z���O�P�U���F�Y�I�B�V�T�U���U�I�F���T�V�C�K�F�D�U���F�O�U�J�S�F�M�Z��

�E�V�S�J�O�H�� �Z�P�V�S�� �X�P�S�L���� �)�P�X�F�W�F�S�
�� �Z�P�V�� �X�J�M�M�� �Q�V�U�� �B��
�D�F�S�U�B�J�O�� �O�V�N�C�F�S�� �P�G�� �R�V�F�T�U�J�P�O�T�
�� �Q�S�P�C�M�F�N�T�� �B�O�E��
�J�T�T�V�F�T�� �P�O�� �U�I�F�� �U�B�C�M�F�� �B�O�E�� �*�� �E�P�� �O�P�U�� �E�P�V�C�U�� �U�I�B�U��
your e�orts will elicit rich and complementary 
analyses and will result in publications. 

�'�S�P�N���P�V�S���W�J�F�X�Q�P�J�O�U���B�T���B���E�P�O�P�S�
���X�F���F�Y�Q�F�S�J�F�O�D�F��
�7�J���U�� �/�B�N���T�� �U�S�B�O�T�J�U�J�P�O�� �E�B�J�M�Z���� �8�F�� �T�F�F�� �J�U�
�� �X�F��
accompany it, we cause it, and we follow it. 
�6�O�G�P�S�U�V�O�B�U�F�M�Z�
�� �X�F�� �E�P�O���U�� �B�O�U�J�D�J�Q�B�U�F�� �J�U�� �P�G�U�F�O��
enough. This is where your work can help us. 
We try to sketch out some lines, to support 
change, but it is clear that we are always a bit 
behind in our knowledge and understanding 
of the changes that are happening, especially 
�P�O���B���T�P�D�J�B�M���M�F�W�F�M��

�*�� �B�M�T�P�� �U�I�J�O�L�� �U�I�B�U�� �Z�P�V�� �X�J�M�M�� �I�B�W�F�� �T�P�N�F�� �E�F�C�B�U�F��
�P�O���U�I�F���E�F�ö�O�J�U�J�P�O���P�G���U�S�B�O�T�J�U�J�P�O�����*���X�P�V�M�E���O�P�U���C�F��
�B�C�M�F�� �U�P�� �H�J�W�F�� �B�� �D�P�N�Q�M�F�U�F�� �E�F�ö�O�J�U�J�P�O���� �*�U�� �T�F�F�N�T��
to me that there is a temporal dimension: 
comprehension of time, phases, periods, 
determination of a beginning and an end, 
�M�P�O�H���U�J�N�F�
�� �T�I�P�S�U���U�J�N�F���� �*�O���7�J���U���/�B�N�
�� �X�I�J�M�F���X�F��
feel that we are experiencing a transition, it 
is still di�cult to de�ne it. There are di�erent 
rhythms, that of the economy, of society, of 
�D�P�M�M�F�D�U�J�W�F�� �U�J�N�F�
�� �P�G�� �U�I�F�� �J�O�E�J�W�J�E�V�B�M�
�� �P�G�� �U�I�F�� �D�J�U�Z�
��
of the country. The policy of renewal initiated 
�J�O���7�J���U�� �/�B�N�� �J�O�� ���������� �Q�S�P�W�J�E�F�T�� �B�� �E�B�U�F�� �G�P�S�� �U�I�F��
beginning of the transition, whether in theory 
�P�S�� �J�O�� �S�F�B�M�J�U�Z���� �*�U�� �J�T�� �D�M�F�B�S�� �U�I�B�U�� �U�I�F�� �D�P�V�O�U�S�Z�� �J�T��
�F�W�P�M�W�J�O�H�
���X�J�U�I���U�I�F���D�P�O�D�F�Q�U���P�G���U�S�B�O�T�J�U�J�P�O���J�U�T�F�M�G�
��

�4�Q�F�F�D�I���E�F�M�J�W�F�S�F�E���C�Z��
���:�B�O�O���.�B�S�U�S�F�T

Deputy Director, AFD Vi�t Nam
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�J�O�� �B�� �X�B�Z�
�� �I�F�M�E�� �T�B�D�S�F�E���� �5�I�F�� �D�P�V�O�U�S�Z���T�� �T�U�B�U�V�T��
has shifted from that of a poor country to a 
�N�J�E�E�M�F���J�O�D�P�N�F���D�P�V�O�U�S�Z�
���B�O�E���U�I�J�T���J�T���U�I�F���T�V�C�K�F�D�U��
of debate within the donor community 
(because this means changes in the nature of 
international aid). The many di�erent aspects 
of this issue will surely keep you busy long 
after the Summer School Week 2010!

�*���X�P�V�M�E���M�J�L�F���U�P���H�P���C�B�D�L���U�P���U�I�F���G�P�S�N�B�U���P�G���Z�P�V�S��
meeting: the wide range of participants, and 
the rich resources of each, will make sharing 
�Z�P�V�S���W�J�F�X�T���B���W�F�S�Z���F�O�S�J�D�I�J�O�H���S�F�T�F�B�S�D�I���Q�S�P�D�F�T�T����
We understand and completely support 

�U�I�J�T�� �B�Q�Q�S�P�B�D�I�� �C�F�D�B�V�T�F�� �X�F�� �V�T�F�� �J�U�� �P�V�S�T�F�M�W�F�T�
��
employing specialists of all kinds within 
�P�V�S�� �"�H�F�O�D�Z�� �T�P�� �B�T�� �U�P�� �I�B�W�F�� �B�� �D�P�M�M�F�D�U�J�W�F�� �B�O�E��
multi-disciplinary approach which matches 
�P�V�S�� �Q�S�P�K�F�D�U�T���� �*�O�� �B�E�E�J�U�J�P�O�
�� �U�I�F�� �O�F�U�X�P�S�L�J�O�H�� �P�G��
�S�F�T�F�B�S�D�I�F�S�T�� �P�O�� �B�� �S�F�H�J�P�O�B�M�� �M�F�W�F�M�� �B�O�E�� �C�F�Z�P�O�E��
�P�ò�F�S�T���G�B�T�D�J�O�B�U�J�O�H���Q�S�P�T�Q�F�D�U�T�����*�U���J�T���B���H�S�F�B�U���B�T�T�F�U�
��
�X�I�J�D�I���X�J�M�M���C�F���S�F�D�P�H�O�J�[�F�E���B�O�E���C�V�J�M�U���V�Q�P�O���P�W�F�S��
time.

�5�I�B�O�L�T���U�P���Z�P�V���B�M�M�
���F�O�K�P�Z���Z�P�V�S���X�P�S�L���B�O�E���*���X�J�T�I��
great success to the Tam ��o Summer School 
Week 2010.
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Mr. Vice President of the Vietnam Academy of 
Social Sciences,

Colleagues,

�*�U���J�T���B�M�X�B�Z�T���B���Q�M�F�B�T�V�S�F���G�P�S���B���Q�I�Z�T�J�D�J�T�U���U�P���B�E�E�S�F�T�T��
an assembly of researchers in the social 
�T�D�J�F�O�D�F�T�����:�P�V���N�V�T�U���U�I�J�O�L���U�I�B�U���Q�I�Z�T�J�D�T���J�T���N�B�E�F��
up of certainties, whereas the little knowledge 
�U�I�B�U���*���I�B�W�F���P�G���U�I�F���T�P�D�J�B�M���T�D�J�F�O�D�F�T���M�F�B�E�T���N�F���U�P��
�C�F�M�J�F�W�F���U�I�B�U���J�O���U�I�J�T���E�P�N�B�J�O�
���D�F�S�U�B�J�O�U�J�F�T���B�S�F���O�P�U��
always well established.

�4�J�O�D�F�� �U�S�B�O�T�J�U�J�P�O�� �J�T�� �B�� �U�F�S�N�� �V�T�F�E�� �G�S�F�R�V�F�O�U�M�Z��
�J�O�� �Q�I�Z�T�J�D�T�
�� �*�� �X�P�V�M�E�� �M�J�L�F�� �U�P�� �N�B�L�F�� �T�P�N�F��
�T�V�H�H�F�T�U�J�P�O�T�� �G�S�P�N�� �U�I�F�� �W�J�F�X�Q�P�J�O�U�� �P�G�� �N�Z�� �ö�F�M�E��
of study. My specialism is thermodynamics, 
which analyzes the �nal and initial states of 
�B�� �T�Z�T�U�F�N���� �#�F�U�X�F�F�O�� �U�I�F�T�F�� �U�X�P�� �T�U�B�U�F�T�
�� �U�I�F�S�F��
are paths that go from the initial state to the 
�nal state: they describe transition. Classical 
physics does not like transition because it 
�T�J�H�O�J�ö�F�T���B���E�J�W�F�S�H�F�O�D�F���J�O���C�F�I�B�W�J�P�S���B�X�B�Z���G�S�P�N��
�U�I�F���F�R�V�B�U�J�P�O�T���E�F�T�D�S�J�C�J�O�H���U�I�F���T�U�B�U�F�T���P�G���N�B�U�U�F�S��

�5�B�L�F���W�B�Q�P�S�J�[�B�U�J�P�O���G�P�S���F�Y�B�N�Q�M�F�����*�G���Z�P�V���P�C�T�F�S�W�F��
a pot of boiling water, you will see bubbles 
rising from the bottom to the top of the 
pot. The theory is that boiling happens 
instantaneously, which is clearly not the case. 
�5�I�F�S�F���J�T���U�V�S�C�V�M�F�O�D�F�
�� �U�I�F�S�F���J�T���N�J�Y�J�O�H���P�G���M�J�R�V�J�E��

�B�O�E�� �W�B�Q�P�S�� �C�V�C�C�M�F�T���� �5�I�J�T�� �D�P�V�M�E�� �Q�P�T�T�J�C�M�Z�� �C�F��
�F�Y�Q�S�F�T�T�F�E���C�Z���B�O���F�R�V�B�U�J�P�O�
���C�V�U���P�O�M�Z���C�Z���V�T�J�O�H��
�N�B�U�I�F�N�B�U�J�D�B�M�� �U�P�P�M�T�� �G�F�X�� �Q�F�P�Q�M�F�� �I�B�W�F�� �I�F�B�S�E��
�P�G���� �*�O�� �T�I�P�S�U�
�� �X�J�E�F���S�B�O�H�J�O�H�� �I�F�U�F�S�P�H�F�O�F�P�V�T��
systems – maybe a bit like societies – 
�F�Y�Q�F�S�J�F�O�D�F�� �U�S�B�O�T�J�U�J�P�O�T�� �U�I�B�U�� �B�S�F�� �W�F�S�Z�� �E�J�ó�D�V�M�U��
�U�P�� �T�U�V�E�Z�� �C�F�D�B�V�T�F�� �U�I�F�Z�� �D�B�O�� �C�F�� �W�J�P�M�F�O�U�� �B�O�E��
uncontrollable. 

Like you, physicists come up against 
�Q�S�P�C�M�F�N�T�����1�F�P�Q�M�F���U�B�M�L���B�C�P�V�U���D�M�J�N�B�U�F���D�I�B�O�H�F����
�G�S�P�N�� �U�I�J�T�� �Q�P�J�O�U�� �P�G�� �W�J�F�X�
�� �X�F�� �B�S�F�� �J�O�� �B�� �Q�F�S�J�P�E��
of transition. My personal opinion is that we 
�L�O�P�X���W�F�S�Z���M�J�U�U�M�F�����8�F���L�O�P�X���F�W�F�O���M�F�T�T���C�F�D�B�V�T�F��
the principal greenhouse gas is not carbon 
�E�J�P�Y�J�E�F�
�� �O�P�S���N�F�U�I�B�O�F�
�� �O�P�S���O�J�U�S�P�V�T���P�Y�J�E�F���� �J�U���J�T��
water. Little is said of this because in models 
of the future climate, which are supposed to 
set limits for the economy and societies, we 
are incapable of describing the role of clouds, 
i.e.�� �U�I�F�� �D�I�B�O�H�J�O�H���P�G���X�B�U�F�S���G�S�P�N���H�B�T���U�P���M�J�R�V�J�E��
�o�� �U�I�F�� �P�Q�Q�P�T�J�U�F�� �P�G�� �C�P�J�M�J�O�H�����:�P�V�� �N�B�Z�� �ö�O�E�� �U�I�J�T��
surprising, but this is the main reason for the 
�V�O�D�F�S�U�B�J�O�U�Z���P�G���D�M�J�N�B�U�F���F�W�P�M�V�U�J�P�O�����U�I�F���Q�I�Z�T�J�D�J�T�U�
��
like all researchers, must remain humble.

�*���L�O�P�X���U�I�B�U���U�I�F�S�F���B�S�F���N�B�O�Z���V�O�D�F�S�U�B�J�O�U�J�F�T���J�O���U�I�F��
�F�W�P�M�V�U�J�P�O���P�G���T�P�D�J�F�U�J�F�T���B�O�E���J�O���U�I�F���X�B�Z���J�O���X�I�J�D�I��
�U�I�F�Z���B�S�F���P�C�T�F�S�W�F�E�����3�F�N�F�N�C�F�S���U�I�B�U���F�W�F�O���J�O���B��
so-called hard science, such as physics, and its 

�4�Q�F�F�D�I���E�F�M�J�W�F�S�F�E���C�Z��
���+�B�D�R�V�F�T���#�P�V�M�Ò�H�V�F

University Professor,
Representative of IRD in Vi�t Nam
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application to large-scale systems, we come 
across the same uncertainties.

�4�J�O�D�F�� ���������
�� �7�J���U�� �/�B�N�� �I�B�T�� �C�F�F�O�� �B�C�M�F�� �U�P��
manage a transition in a way that makes it 
�B�O�� �F�Y�B�N�Q�M�F�� �G�P�S�� �N�B�O�Z�� �E�F�W�F�M�P�Q�J�O�H�� �D�P�V�O�U�S�J�F�T����
�*�� �I�P�Q�F�� �U�I�B�U���S�F�T�V�M�U�T�� �T�U�J�M�M���U�P���D�P�N�F�� �X�J�M�M���C�F�� �T�V�D�I��
�U�I�B�U���U�I�F���7�J�F�U�O�B�N�F�T�F���H�P�W�F�S�O�N�F�O�U�
���X�I�J�D�I���X�B�T��
fully aware of its situation in 2009-2010, will 
�B�D�I�J�F�W�F���U�I�F���Q�S�P�H�S�F�T�T���F�O�W�J�T�B�H�F�E���G�P�S������������

�5�I�F���*�O�T�U�J�U�V�U�F���G�P�S���%�F�W�F�M�P�Q�N�F�O�U���3�F�T�F�B�S�D�I���	�*�3�%�
��
�J�T���B�M�T�P���E�F�W�F�M�P�Q�J�O�H���C�F�D�B�V�T�F���J�U���J�T���J�O���U�S�B�O�T�J�U�J�P�O�����*�O��
�G�B�D�U�
���P�O���+�V�O�F�����
�����������
���U�I�F���'�S�F�O�D�I���H�P�W�F�S�O�N�F�O�U��
�T�M�J�H�I�U�M�Z���D�I�B�O�H�F�E���U�I�F���T�U�B�U�V�T���P�G���U�I�F���*�3�%�
���B�O�E���X�F��
hope, before the end of the year, to be able to 
�Q�S�F�T�F�O�U���X�I�B�U���X�J�M�M���C�F���U�I�F���i�ö�O�B�M���T�U�B�U�F�w���P�G���U�I�F���*�3�%��
in a strategic plan for 2010 to 2025.

�3�F�D�F�O�U�M�Z�
���U�I�F���Q�S�F�T�J�E�F�O�U���P�G���*�3�%�
���.�J�D�I�F�M���-�B�V�S�F�O�U�
��
met with the president of the VASS, and 
one of the outcomes was to con�rm that 
�B�U�� �U�I�F�� �F�O�E�� �P�G�� �U�I�F���7�J�F�U�O�B�N�F�T�F�� �H�P�W�F�S�O�N�F�O�U���T��
�O�F�Y�U�� �Q�M�B�O�O�J�O�H�� �Q�F�S�J�P�E�� �������������������
�� �U�I�F�� �*�3�%��
�X�J�M�M�� �O�P�� �M�P�O�H�F�S�� �I�B�W�F�� �B�O�Z�� �S�F�B�T�P�O�� �U�P�� �C�F�� �J�O 
�7�J���U�� �/�B�N���� �*�O�E�F�F�E�
�� �U�I�F�� �D�P�V�O�U�S�Z�� �X�J�M�M�� �C�F�
�� �J�G�� �X�F��
get the results we want, a stable society and 
�O�P�� �E�P�V�C�U�� �B�� �N�F�N�C�F�S�� �P�G�� �U�I�F�� �(�������� �-�F�U���T�� �I�P�Q�F��
�U�I�B�U���X�F���S�F�B�D�I���U�I�B�U���T�J�U�V�B�U�J�P�O�����*���U�I�J�O�L���U�I�B�U���Z�P�V�S��
�E�F�C�B�U�F�T���X�J�M�M���D�P�O�U�S�J�C�V�U�F���U�P���U�I�J�T���F�W�P�M�V�U�J�P�O�
���B�O�E��
�*���I�P�Q�F���U�I�B�U���U�I�F���*�3�%�
���X�I�J�D�I���X�J�M�M���O�P���E�P�V�C�U���B�D�U��
�B�T�� �B�� �D�P�P�S�E�J�O�B�U�P�S�� �P�G�� �D�P�M�M�B�C�P�S�B�U�J�W�F�� �S�F�T�F�B�S�D�I�� �J�O��
countries outside of the G20, will also succeed 
in its transition.

Thank you for your attention. 
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Presidents, Directors, Ladies and Gentlemen 
Doctoral Candidates, Dear Colleagues, 

�*�� �B�N�� �N�V�D�I�� �I�P�O�P�S�F�E�� �U�P�� �Q�B�S�U�J�D�J�Q�B�U�F�� �J�O�� �U�I�J�T��
opening session of the latest meeting of the 
�5�B�N���å�ý�P���4�V�N�N�F�S���4�D�I�P�P�M���8�F�F�L�
���B�O�E���*���X�P�V�M�E��
�M�J�L�F���U�P���U�I�B�O�L���Z�P�V���T�J�O�D�F�S�F�M�Z�����*���ö�O�E���J�U���Q�B�S�U�J�D�V�M�B�S�M�Z��
touching, both professionally and personally, 
�G�P�S���ö�W�F���S�F�B�T�P�O�T��

�'�J�S�T�U�M�Z�
���P�O���C�F�I�B�M�G���P�G���/�B�O�U�F�T���6�O�J�W�F�S�T�J�U�Z���B�O�E���J�U�T��
�Q�S�F�T�J�E�F�O�U�
���:�W�F�T���-�F�D�P�J�O�U�F�
���X�F���B�S�F���W�F�S�Z���I�B�Q�Q�Z���U�P��
be here for this latest meeting. Our presence 
signals our cooperation, on which we signed 
a document recently, and which we consider 
�W�F�S�Z���J�N�Q�P�S�U�B�O�U�����8�F���I�P�Q�F���U�I�B�U���J�U���X�J�M�M���T�V�D�D�F�F�E��
�B�O�E���C�S�J�O�H���U�I�F���F�Y�Q�F�D�U�F�E���C�F�O�F�ö�U�T���U�P���B�M�M���J�O�W�P�M�W�F�E��
– doctoral candidates, teachers, professors, 
researchers. This cooperation was a particular 
�X�J�T�I���P�G���:�W�F�T���-�F�D�P�J�O�U�F���X�I�P���J�T���W�F�S�Z���D�P�N�N�J�U�U�F�E��
�U�P���P�Q�F�O�J�O�H���/�B�O�U�F�T���6�O�J�W�F�S�T�J�U�Z���U�P���J�O�U�F�S�O�B�U�J�P�O�B�M��
�Q�S�P�K�F�D�U�T���� �.�Z�� �Q�S�F�T�F�O�D�F�� �M�B�T�U�� �%�F�D�F�N�C�F�S�� �B�U�� �U�I�F��
Doctoral Seminars came a few days before 
the participation of researchers from Nantes 
�6�O�J�W�F�S�T�J�U�Z�� �J�O�� �B�� �D�P�M�M�P�R�V�J�V�N�� �X�J�U�I�� �)�Ë�� �/���J��
�6�O�J�W�F�S�T�J�U�Z���P�G���4�D�J�F�O�D�F���B�O�E���5�F�D�I�O�P�M�P�H�Z���	�)�6�4�5�
����
For two days, our seminars and workshops 
addressed methodologies in science, 
humanities, social sciences and languages, in 
order to prepare our upcoming cooperation in 
�U�I�F���E�P�D�U�P�S�B�M���Q�S�P�H�S�B�N�����0�V�S���V�O�J�W�F�S�T�J�U�Z���S�F�H�V�M�B�S�M�Z��

�Q�B�S�U�J�D�J�Q�B�U�F�T�� �J�O�� �Q�S�P�K�F�D�U�T�� �B�O�E�� �Q�B�S�U�O�F�S�T�I�J�Q�T�� �B�T��
�Q�B�S�U���P�G���J�U�T���J�O�U�F�S�O�B�U�J�P�O�B�M���D�P�P�Q�F�S�B�U�J�P�O���Q�P�M�J�D�Z�����*�O��
addition, we promote the decentralization of 
�T�P�N�F���P�G���P�V�S���.�B�T�U�F�S���T���Q�S�P�H�S�B�N�T��

�.�B�O�Z�� �D�P�N�Q�P�O�F�O�U�T�� �P�G�� �/�B�O�U�F�T�� �6�O�J�W�F�S�T�J�U�Z�� �B�S�F��
�Q�S�F�T�F�O�U���J�O���7�J���U���/�B�N�
���U�I�B�O�L�T���Q�B�S�U�J�D�V�M�B�S�M�Z���U�P���P�V�S��
�Q�S�F�W�J�P�V�T���Q�S�F�T�J�E�F�O�U�
���'�S�B�O�Î�P�J�T���3�F�T�D�I�F�
���U�I�S�P�V�H�I��
�B�H�S�F�F�N�F�O�U�T�� �X�J�U�I�� �7�J�F�U�O�B�N�F�T�F�� �V�O�J�W�F�S�T�J�U�J�F�T�
��
�G�P�S�� �F�Y�B�N�Q�M�F�� �J�O�� �I�F�B�M�U�I�� �	�)�Ë�� �/���J�� �B�O�E�� �)���� �$�I�Ó��
�.�J�O�I�� �$�J�U�Z�
�
�� �P�E�P�O�U�P�M�P�H�Z�� �	�)�Ë�� �/���J�
�
�� �T�D�J�F�O�D�F��
�B�O�E�� �U�F�D�I�O�P�M�P�H�Z�� �	�å�Í�� �/���O�H�� �B�O�E�� �$�É�O�� �5�I�Ì�
�
��
�F�D�P�O�P�N�J�D�T�� �B�O�E�� �N�B�O�B�H�F�N�F�O�U�� �	�)�Ë�� �/���J�� �B�O�E 
�)�ý�J���1�I�Û�O�H�
�����-�B�T�U���%�F�D�F�N�C�F�S�
���B���M�B�S�H�F���E�F�M�F�H�B�U�J�P�O��
�M�F�E���C�Z���P�V�S���W�J�D�F���Q�S�F�T�J�E�F�O�U�T���'�S�B�O�Î�P�J�T�F���-�F�K�F�V�O�F��
�B�O�E���+�B�D�R�V�F�T���(�J�S�B�S�E�F�B�V���X�B�T���I�F�S�F���B�T���B���T�I�P�X���P�G��
our commitment.

The theme of this Summer School Week 
is fascinating. As director of the �nance-
banking-insurance and maritime logistics 
�E�F�Q�B�S�U�N�F�O�U�T�
�� �*�� �X�B�O�U�F�E�� �U�P�� �I�J�H�I�M�J�H�I�U�� �P�V�S��
�Q�S�F�T�F�O�D�F�� �U�I�S�P�V�H�I�� �G�P�V�S�� �.�B�T�U�F�S���T�� �Q�S�P�H�S�B�N�T��
in economics and management. Therefore, 
�B�T�� �B�� �U�F�B�D�I�F�S�� �B�O�E�� �S�F�T�F�B�S�D�I�F�S�
�� �*�� �B�N�� �I�B�Q�Q�Z�� �U�P��
participate in this cooperation. The �nance 
�E�F�Q�B�S�U�N�F�O�U�� �I�B�T�� �i�*�O�T�U�J�U�V�U�� �6�O�J�W�F�S�T�J�U�B�J�S�F��
�1�S�P�G�F�T�T�J�P�O�O�B�M�J�T�Ï�w�� �	�*�6�1�
�� �T�U�B�U�V�T�
�� �E�F�M�J�W�F�S�J�O�H��
courses in theory and professional instruction 
�T�P���B�T���U�P���U�S�B�J�O���G�V�U�V�S�F���F�Y�F�D�V�U�J�W�F�T���U�P���C�F���B�C�M�F���U�P��
produce diagnoses and strategic solutions, 

�4�Q�F�F�D�I���E�F�M�J�W�F�S�F�E���C�Z��
���:�W�F�T���1�F�S�S�B�V�E�F�B�V

University Professor, Head of Vi�t Nam and 
Southeast Asia Mission, Nantes University



[     ]July 2011 / Tam ��o Summer School Week 2010 / © AFD24

�P�S���F�W�F�O���B�Q�Q�M�Z���P�Q�F�S�B�U�J�P�O�B�M���S�F�D�P�N�N�F�O�E�B�U�J�P�O�T����
Although the research element is less 
�T�J�H�O�J�ö�D�B�O�U�� �U�I�B�O�� �J�O�� �P�U�I�F�S�� �.�B�T�U�F�S���T�� �Q�S�P�H�S�B�N�T�
��
some of our students do go on to obtain 
doctoral degrees, which was the case for 
�T�P�N�F�� �7�J�F�U�O�B�N�F�T�F�� �T�U�V�E�F�O�U�T�� �X�I�P�� �I�B�W�F�� �K�V�T�U��
�S�F�D�F�J�W�F�E���U�I�F�J�S���E�J�Q�M�P�N�B�T���X�J�U�I���B���T�Q�F�D�J�B�M�J�[�B�U�J�P�O��
in banking.

�/�B�O�U�F�T�� �6�O�J�W�F�S�T�J�U�Z���T�� �Q�B�S�U�J�D�J�Q�B�U�J�P�O�� �I�B�T�� �C�F�F�O��
made possible through the warm welcome 
extended by the founding parties of the 
�5�B�N���å�ý�P���4�V�N�N�F�S���4�D�I�P�P�M���8�F�F�L�����*���X�P�V�M�E���M�J�L�F��
to thank them all and in particular, Stéphane 
Lagrée, who, as a former student of Nantes 
�6�O�J�W�F�S�T�J�U�Z�
�� �I�B�T�� �Q�F�S�T�P�O�B�M�M�Z�� �G�B�D�J�M�J�U�B�U�F�E�� �U�I�F��
implementation of this cooperation.

�'�J�O�B�M�M�Z�
�� �*�� �B�N�� �Q�F�S�T�P�O�B�M�M�Z�� �I�B�Q�Q�Z�� �B�C�P�V�U�� �U�I�J�T��
�D�P�P�Q�F�S�B�U�J�P�O�� �P�O�� �U�X�P�� �M�F�W�F�M�T���� �B�T�� �B�� �U�F�B�D�I�F�S�� �o�� 
�*���I�B�W�F���U�B�V�H�I�U���G�P�S���������Z�F�B�S�T���J�O���I�J�H�I�F�S���F�E�V�D�B�U�J�P�O��
and this experience brings me fresh ideas and 
a renewed interest in learning new things – 
�B�O�E���B�T���B�O���J�O�E�J�W�J�E�V�B�M�
���T�J�O�D�F���*���Q�S�P�N�J�T�F�E���N�Z�T�F�M�G��
�U�X�F�M�W�F���Z�F�B�S�T���B�H�P���U�I�B�U���*���X�P�V�M�E���D�P�N�F���C�B�D�L���U�P��
see your beautiful country.

�5�I�B�O�L�� �Z�P�V���� �*�� �B�N�� �I�B�Q�Q�Z�� �B�O�E�� �I�P�O�P�S�F�E�� �U�P�� �C�F��
among you and with you in this mutual 
�Q�S�P�K�F�D�U���� �*�� �X�J�T�I�� �I�F�B�M�U�I�� �B�O�E�� �T�V�D�D�F�T�T�� �U�P�� �B�M�M�� �U�I�F��
researchers here at this Tam ��o Summer 
School Week 2010. 
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Map of localisation

Source : Tomorrow Media.

Limits of provinces

�7�D�P���}���R���K�L�O�O���V�W�D�W�L�R�Q
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Part 1
Plenary Sessions





[     ]July 2011 / Tam ��o Summer School Week 2010 / © AFD29

1.1. Transition: Epistemological 
thoughts on the Chinese 

Example
Nicolas Zu�erey, University of Geneva

(Re-transcription)

�*�� �X�P�V�M�E�� �M�J�L�F�� �T�J�O�D�F�S�F�M�Z�� �U�P�� �U�I�B�O�L�� �U�I�F���7�J���U�� �/�B�N��
Academy of Social Sciences as well as all of 
the workshop partners and in particular, 
�4�U�Ï�Q�I�B�O�F�� �-�B�H�S�Ï�F���� �*�� �B�N�� �W�F�S�Z�� �I�B�Q�Q�Z�� �U�P�� �C�F�� �J�O��
�7�J���U���/�B�N�����U�I�J�T���J�T���N�Z���ö�S�T�U���W�J�T�J�U����

�*�� �B�N�� �O�F�X�� �U�P�� �U�I�J�T�� �B�S�F�B�� �J�O���U�X�P�� �X�B�Z�T���� �ö�S�T�U�
�� �N�Z��
�ö�F�M�E�� �P�G�� �T�U�V�E�Z�� �E�P�F�T�� �O�P�U�� �D�P�W�F�S�� �7�J���U�� �/�B�N�� �P�S��
�4�P�V�U�I�F�B�T�U���"�T�J�B�����T�F�D�P�O�E�
���*���B�N���O�P�U���B���T�Q�F�D�J�B�M�J�T�U��
in sociology or economics, �elds which seem 
to me to be more in tune with the concept of 
�U�S�B�O�T�J�U�J�P�O�����*���B�N���B�O���I�J�T�U�P�S�J�B�O���P�G���$�I�J�O�B�
���T�P���*���X�J�M�M��
�T�Q�F�B�L���Q�S�J�N�B�S�J�M�Z���B�C�P�V�U���$�I�J�O�B�
���B�O�E���*���X�J�M�M���B�W�P�J�E��
any implicit or explicit comparisons with 
�7�J���U�� �/�B�N���� �5�P�E�B�Z�
�� �N�B�O�Z�� �$�I�J�O�F�T�F�� �U�I�J�O�L��
�U�I�B�U�� �7�J���U�� �/�B�N�� �J�T�� �U�F�O�� �Z�F�B�S�T�� �C�F�I�J�O�E�� �$�I�J�O�B��
�J�O�� �E�F�W�F�M�P�Q�N�F�O�U�
�� �X�I�J�D�I�� �J�T�� �B�� �D�P�N�N�P�O��
�Q�F�S�D�F�Q�U�J�P�O���U�I�B�U���J�T���G�S�F�R�V�F�O�U�M�Z���S�F�Q�F�B�U�F�E���J�O���U�I�F��
�$�I�J�O�F�T�F�� �N�F�E�J�B�
�� �F�W�F�O�� �J�G�� �U�I�F�� �T�V�C�K�F�D�U�� �P�G�� �7�J���U��
�/�B�N�� �J�O�� �B�O�E�� �P�G�� �J�U�T�F�M�G�� �J�T�� �S�B�S�F�M�Z�� �C�S�P�V�H�I�U�� �V�Q���� �*�U��
�J�T�� �P�C�W�J�P�V�T�� �U�I�B�U�� �U�I�J�T�� �P�Q�J�O�J�P�O�� �J�T�� �T�J�N�Q�M�J�T�U�J�D�
�� �U�P��
say the least. Certainly there are similarities, 
�O�P�U�B�C�M�Z���Q�P�M�J�U�J�D�B�M���T�Z�T�U�F�N�T���U�I�B�U���D�B�M�M���U�I�F�N�T�F�M�W�F�T��

socialist and undertake economic reforms 
that are sometimes similar, but there are also 
�D�M�F�B�S���E�J�W�F�S�H�F�O�D�F�T�
���G�P�S���F�Y�B�N�Q�M�F���U�I�F���T�J�[�F���P�G���U�I�F��
�T�U�B�U�F�T�����.�P�S�F���G�V�O�E�B�N�F�O�U�B�M�M�Z�
���*���I�P�Q�F���U�I�B�U���7�J���U��
Nam will not follow the example of certain 
recent Chinese reforms or practices, such as 
the destruction of Chinese cities. Peking has 
�C�F�F�O���T�V�C�K�F�D�U�F�E���U�P���N�V�D�I���E�F�T�U�S�V�D�U�J�P�O���E�V�S�J�O�H��
the last few years, especially before the 
�0�M�Z�N�Q�J�D�� �(�B�N�F�T���� �*�� �I�P�Q�F�� �U�I�B�U�� �U�I�J�T�� �C�F�B�V�U�J�G�V�M��
�D�J�U�Z�
���)�Ë���/���J�
���X�J�M�M���O�P�U���T�V�ò�F�S���U�I�F���T�B�N�F���G�B�U�F��

The structure of my presentation is as follows. 
�*�� �X�J�M�M�� �ö�S�T�U�� �H�J�W�F�� �U�X�P�� �F�Y�B�N�Q�M�F�T�� �P�G�� �U�S�B�O�T�J�U�J�P�O�� �J�O��
�$�I�J�O�B���� �P�O�F�� �W�F�S�Z�� �B�O�D�J�F�O�U�� �U�S�B�O�T�J�U�J�P�O�
�� �B�O�E�� �U�I�F��
�Q�S�F�T�F�O�U�� �P�O�F�����5�I�F�O�� �*�� �X�J�M�M�� �B�E�E�S�F�T�T�� �T�P�N�F�� �N�P�S�F��
�D�P�O�D�F�Q�U�V�B�M�� �B�O�E�� �N�F�U�I�P�E�P�M�P�H�J�D�B�M�� �R�V�F�T�U�J�P�O�T����
�8�I�B�U�� �J�T�� �U�S�B�O�T�J�U�J�P�O� �� �)�P�X�� �D�B�O�� �X�F�� �V�O�E�F�S�T�U�B�O�E��
�J�U�� �J�O�� �B�� �M�B�S�H�F�S�� �I�J�T�U�P�S�J�D�B�M�� �D�P�O�U�F�Y�U� �� �'�J�O�B�M�M�Z�
�� �*�� �X�J�M�M��
emphasize a point that seems to me to be of 
paramount importance in China today: the 
ideological dimensions of transition, which 
�B�S�F���P�G�U�F�O���J�O�W�P�L�F�E���C�Z���Q�P�M�J�U�J�D�J�B�O�T���B�T���B�O���F�Y�D�V�T�F��
�G�P�S���J�O�F�R�V�B�M�J�U�Z���P�S���E�F�M�B�Z����
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1.1.1. Two Examples of Historical 
Transition in China

�5�I�F�� �ö�S�T�U�� �U�S�B�O�T�J�U�J�P�O�� �U�I�B�U�� �*�� �X�J�M�M�� �T�Q�F�B�L�� �B�C�P�V�U��
�J�T�� �W�F�S�Z�� �B�O�D�J�F�O�U�
�� �C�F�D�B�V�T�F�� �J�U�� �T�U�B�S�U�F�E�� �J�O��
�U�I�F�� �7�*th �D�F�O�U�V�S�Z�� �#�$�� �B�O�E�� �M�B�T�U�F�E�� �V�O�U�J�M�� �U�I�F��
�*�*nd �D�F�O�U�V�S�Z���#�$�
���U�I�V�T���G�P�V�S���U�P���ö�W�F���D�F�O�U�V�S�J�F�T���M�P�O�H�� 
�5�I�F���T�F�D�P�O�E���U�S�B�O�T�J�U�J�P�O���*���X�J�M�M���B�E�E�S�F�T�T���T�U�B�S�U�T���J�O��
�������������������
�� �X�J�U�I�� �U�I�F�� �C�F�H�J�O�O�J�O�H�� �P�G�� �S�F�G�P�S�N�T��
�J�O�J�U�J�B�U�F�E�� �C�Z�� �%�F�O�H�� �9�J�B�P�Q�J�O�H�� �J�O�� ���������
�� �F�J�H�I�U��
years before the beginning of the Vietnamese 
��i m�i�����U�I�F���J�O�U�F�S�W�B�M���P�G���U�J�N�F���C�F�U�X�F�F�O���U�I�F���U�X�P��
is something that the Chinese remember 
well and which partially explains certain 
�T�J�N�Q�M�J�T�U�J�D�� �$�I�J�O�F�T�F�� �J�E�F�B�T�� �B�C�P�V�U�� �7�J���U�� �/�B�N����
Despite the modernization resulting from 
both these transitions, it is clear that the 
similarities between them are outnumbered 
by the di�erences, not the least of which is 
duration: the transition in China at the end 
�P�G���U�I�F���ö�S�T�U���N�J�M�M�F�O�O�J�V�N���#�$���X�B�T���N�V�D�I���M�P�O�H�F�S��
and slower than the current, brutal transition. 
�*�U�� �D�P�V�M�E�� �T�F�F�N�� �Q�B�S�B�E�P�Y�J�D�B�M�� �U�P�� �V�T�F�� �U�I�F�� �X�P�S�E��
�i�N�P�E�F�S�O�J�[�B�U�J�P�O�w�� �U�P�� �E�F�T�D�S�J�C�F�� �D�I�B�O�H�F�T�� �U�I�B�U��
�B�S�F���T�P���B�O�D�J�F�O�U�
�� �C�V�U���J�O���G�B�D�U�
�� �C�F�U�X�F�F�O���U�I�F���7�*th 
�B�O�E�� �*�*nd�� �D�F�O�U�V�S�J�F�T�� �#�$�
�� �$�I�J�O�B�� �T�I�J�G�U�F�E�� �G�S�P�N��
�B�� �i�G�F�V�E�B�M�w�� �T�U�B�U�F�� �o�� �J�O�� �U�I�F�� �X�F�T�U�F�S�O�� �I�J�T�U�P�S�J�D�B�M��
sense, and not the Marxist sense – to an 
�J�N�Q�F�S�J�B�M�� �T�Z�T�U�F�N���� �G�S�P�N�� �B�� �W�F�S�Z�� �T�F�H�N�F�O�U�F�E��
�T�Z�T�U�F�N���X�J�U�I���T�U�B�U�F�T���K�P�J�O�F�E���C�Z���M�P�P�T�F�
���4�V�[�F�S�B�J�O��
�W�B�T�T�B�M���U�Z�Q�F���M�J�O�L�T�
���U�P���B�O���B�E�N�J�O�J�T�U�S�B�U�J�P�O���J�O���U�I�F��
�N�P�E�F�S�O���T�F�O�T�F���P�G���U�I�F���X�P�S�E�����*�O���U�I�F���*�*nd century 
�#�$�
�� �$�I�J�O�B�� �I�B�E�� �B�O�� �B�E�N�J�O�J�T�U�S�B�U�J�P�O�� �U�I�B�U�� �T�P�N�F��
would compare to the French départements 
�P�G�� �U�P�E�B�Z���� �D�J�W�J�M�� �T�F�S�W�B�O�U�T�� �	�Q�S�F�G�F�D�U�T�
�� �F�U�D���
�� �X�F�S�F��
nominated by the central imperial court, 
�B�O�E�� �I�F�M�E�� �S�F�T�Q�P�O�T�J�C�M�F�� �P�O�M�Z�� �C�Z�� �U�I�J�T�� �D�P�V�S�U���� �*��
�F�N�Q�I�B�T�J�[�F�� �U�I�F�� �G�B�D�U�� �U�I�B�U�� �U�I�J�T�� �W�F�S�Z�� �B�O�D�J�F�O�U��
transition displays eminently modern 
aspects. The important contrast rests in the 
�G�B�D�U���U�I�B�U���U�I�J�T���ö�W�F���D�F�O�U�V�S�Z���U�S�B�O�T�J�U�J�P�O���X�B�T���O�P�U��
experienced as such by most of the actors 

�P�G���U�I�F���U�J�N�F�
���F�W�F�O���M�F�T�T���T�P���C�Z���U�I�F���Q�P�Q�V�M�B�U�J�P�O�T��
that saw it as an economic or moral crisis or 
�F�W�F�O�� �B�� �E�F�D�M�J�O�F���� �5�P�� �J�O�W�P�L�F�� �T�V�D�I�� �B�O�� �B�O�D�J�F�O�U��
transition presupposes the hindsight of an 
historian, who is capable of distinguishing an 
anterior and a posterior state, the transition 
being precisely the unstable phase between 
the two.

This transition constitutes the �rst of three 
great transitions in Chinese history (cf. for 
�F�Y�B�N�Q�M�F���+�B�D�R�V�F�T���(�F�S�O�F�U�
���U�I�F���T�F�D�P�O�E���J�T���X�I�B�U��
we call the Song Period Renaissance between 
�U�I�F���9th�� �B�O�E���9�*�*th century, and the third is the 
modern period. 

This �rst era begins at the time of Confucius 
�	�����������������#�$�
�
���B�U���U�I�F���F�O�E���P�G���U�I�F���U�S�P�V�C�M�F�E���i�4�Q�S�J�O�H��
�B�O�E�� �"�V�U�V�N�O�w�� �F�S�B�
�� �B�O�E�� �M�B�T�U�T�� �V�O�U�J�M�� �U�I�F�� �8�B�S�S�J�O�H��
States period, marked by constant wars. These 
con�icts can be explained not only by economic 
and demographic changes (strong population 
growth), but also by changes in production 
tools (shifting from bronze to iron). For the 
most part, this transition ended with the Qin 
�E�Z�O�B�T�U�Z�
���G�P�V�O�E�F�E���J�O�����������#�$���C�Z���U�I�F���ö�S�T�U���F�N�Q�F�S�P�S�
�� 
�2�J�O���4�I�J�I�V�B�O�H�����5�I�J�T���T�P�W�F�S�F�J�H�O���M�F�E���N�B�O�Z���S�F�G�P�S�N�T�
��
�N�P�W�J�O�H���U�P���T�P�N�F���F�Y�U�F�O�U���X�J�U�I�� �U�I�F�� �E�J�S�F�D�U�J�P�O���P�G��
transition, which partially explains the success 
�P�G�� �I�J�T�� �L�J�O�H�E�P�N�� �X�I�J�D�I�� �F�O�E�F�E�� �V�Q�� �D�P�O�R�V�F�S�J�O�H��
�B�M�M�� �P�U�I�F�S�T���� �*�O�� �D�V�S�S�F�O�U�� �E�F�C�B�U�F�T�� �P�O�� �S�F�G�P�S�N�T�� �J�O��
China, it is possible to �nd similar ideas on the 
forces that go along with history, and those 
that oppose it – and which are thus destined 
to fail, according to the Marxist dialectic.

The conditions anterior to the Warring States 
transition typify a feudal type model, with 
�R�V�B�T�J���G�B�N�J�M�J�B�M�� �M�J�O�L�T�� �C�F�U�X�F�F�O�� �U�I�F�� �E�J�ò�F�S�F�O�U��
principalities that pledge allegiance to the 
Zhou royal dynasty, but for the most part 
remain autonomous. The beginning of this 
dynasty is considered to be a golden age, 
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�B�� �W�J�T�J�P�O�� �U�I�B�U�� �J�T�� �E�F�C�B�U�B�C�M�F�� �J�O�� �U�I�F�� �F�Z�F�T�� �P�G��
�I�J�T�U�P�S�J�B�O�T�
�� �C�V�U�� �X�I�J�D�I�� �M�F�G�U�� �B�� �S�B�U�I�F�S�� �Q�P�T�J�U�J�W�F��
image in Chinese posterity. Then comes a 
period of wars between the principalities, 
which gradually become independent 
�L�J�O�H�E�P�N�T�����5�I�F���G�F�V�E�B�M���T�U�B�U�F���B�T���*���I�B�W�F���E�F�ö�O�F�E��
�J�U�� �B�C�P�W�F�� �J�T�� �J�O�� �B�� �H�S�B�W�F�� �D�S�J�T�J�T���� �-�J�U�U�M�F�� �C�Z�� �M�J�U�U�M�F�
��
nobles that occupy principal positions in 
the court are replaced by other personalities 
that are not all from nobility, but who are 
selected increasingly for their competence. 
Therefore, we witness a change in the 
�T�F�M�F�D�U�J�P�O�� �Q�S�P�D�F�T�T�� �X�I�J�D�I�� �T�Q�B�O�T�� �T�F�W�F�S�B�M��
�D�F�O�U�V�S�J�F�T�
�� �C�V�U�� �J�T�� �O�F�W�F�S�U�I�F�M�F�T�T�� �Q�F�S�D�F�Q�U�J�C�M�F��
from one generation to the next: gradually, 
�T�F�M�F�D�U�J�O�H�� �D�J�W�J�M�� �T�F�S�W�B�O�U�T�� �V�T�J�O�H�� �S�F�D�S�V�J�U�N�F�O�U��
systems – some of which are somewhat close 
to the modern system, such as the start of an  
exam-based system –replaces a system based 
on heredity. Let us note the parallel with 
China of recent times, with consideration 
�I�F�S�F�� �B�M�T�P�� �P�G�� �U�I�F�� �T�F�M�F�D�U�J�P�O�� �P�G�� �D�J�W�J�M�� �T�F�S�W�B�O�U�T�
��
and more open mechanisms of promotion, 
�U�P�� �U�I�F�� �E�F�U�S�J�N�F�O�U�� �P�G�� �U�I�F�� �B�O�D�J�F�O�U�� �R�V�B�T�J��
hereditary system of the Communist Party.  

Transition periods are often synonymous not 
only with institutional crisis, but also with deep 
�N�P�S�B�M�� �D�S�J�T�J�T�� �X�J�U�I�� �O�F�H�B�U�J�W�F�
�� �C�V�U�� �B�M�T�P�� �Q�P�T�J�U�J�W�F��
�F�ò�F�D�U�T���� �5�I�F�� �D�S�J�T�J�T�� �P�G�� �W�B�M�V�F�T�� �X�B�T�� �F�Y�U�S�F�N�F�M�Z��
brutal during the Warring States period, but 
at the same time, it was extraordinarily fertile 
�P�O�� �B�O�� �J�O�U�F�M�M�F�D�U�V�B�M�� �M�F�W�F�M���� �5�J�N�F�T�� �P�G�� �D�S�J�T�J�T�� �D�B�O��
�C�F�� �X�P�S�S�J�T�P�N�F�
�� �U�S�P�V�C�M�J�O�H�� �C�V�U�� �O�F�W�F�S�U�I�F�M�F�T�T��
exciting. Once again, we can draw a parallel 
�X�J�U�I�� �U�I�F�� �D�V�S�S�F�O�U�� �T�J�U�V�B�U�J�P�O���� �U�P�E�B�Z�� �J�O�� �$�I�J�O�B�
��
�X�F�� �B�S�F�� �X�J�U�O�F�T�T�J�O�H�� �B�� �W�F�S�J�U�B�C�M�F�� �J�O�U�F�M�M�F�D�U�V�B�M��
�F�ò�F�S�W�F�T�D�F�O�D�F�� �J�O�� �E�F�C�B�U�F�T�
�� �U�I�F�� �N�F�E�J�B�
�� �Q�V�C�M�J
�T�I�J�O�H�
�� �C�P�P�L�T�U�P�S�F�T�� �B�O�E�� �V�O�J�W�F�S�T�J�U�J�F�T���� �1�F�P�Q�M�F��
sometimes speak of a new great era in the 
�I�J�T�U�P�S�Z�� �P�G�� �$�I�J�O�F�T�F�� �U�I�P�V�H�I�U�
�� �B�O�E�� �J�U���T�� �X�P�S�U�I��
noting that all great historical moments in 

Chinese thought correspond to times of 
crisis. 

�-�F�U���T�� �S�F�W�J�T�J�U�� �T�P�N�F�� �P�G�� �U�I�F�� �Q�S�J�O�D�J�Q�B�M�� �D�I�B�O�H�F�T��
which occur during this �rst period of 
�U�S�B�O�T�J�U�J�P�O���� �N�P�W�J�O�H�� �G�S�P�N�� �U�I�F�� �C�S�P�O�[�F�� �B�H�F�� �U�P��
the iron age, from a splintered feudal system 
�U�P�� �B�� �D�F�O�U�S�B�M�J�[�F�E�� �B�O�E�� �B�E�N�J�O�J�T�U�S�B�U�J�W�F�� �J�N�Q�F�S�J�B�M��
�T�Z�T�U�F�N�����8�F���T�I�J�G�U���G�S�P�N���N�B�O�Z���i�$�I�J�O�F�T�F�w���4�U�B�U�F�T�
��
to a certain Chinese cultural unity. After a 
�T�U�B�U�F�� �P�G�� �S�F�M�B�U�J�W�F�� �Q�F�B�D�F�� �B�O�E�� �T�U�B�C�J�M�J�U�Z�� �V�O�E�F�S��
the Zhou royalty, a period of intense military 
action was then followed by a return to a 
�S�F�M�B�U�J�W�F�M�Z�� �Q�F�B�D�F�G�V�M�� �T�U�B�H�F�
�� �B�� �T�P�S�U�� �P�G��pax sinica 
in the Chinese empire, which lasted four to 
�ö�W�F�� �D�F�O�U�V�S�J�F�T�� �o�� �V�Q�� �V�O�U�J�M�� �U�I�F�� �G�B�M�M�� �P�G�� �U�I�F�� �)�B�O��
in 220 AD, or until 1911 depending on the 
di�erent interpretations. 

�*�O�U�F�M�M�F�D�U�V�B�M�T�� �B�M�J�W�F�� �E�V�S�J�O�H�� �U�I�F�� �8�B�S�S�J�O�H��
�4�U�B�U�F�T�� �Q�F�S�J�P�E�� �B�E�P�Q�U�� �E�J�G�G�F�S�F�O�U�� �W�J�F�X�T�� �P�O��
�U�I�J�T���D�S�J�T�J�T�����* �X�J�M�M���P�O�M�Z���N�F�O�U�J�P�O���U�X�P���Q�S�J�O�D�J�Q�B�M��
�J�O�U�F�M�M�F�D�U�V�B�M���N�P�W�F�N�F�O�U�T�� �P�V�U�� �P�G�� �B�M�M���U�I�B�U�� �X�F��
could identify: the Confucianist attitude 
and the Legalist attitude. 

��	�5�I�F�� �$�P�O�G�V�D�J�B�O�J�T�U�T�� �B�S�F�� �D�P�O�T�F�S�W�B�U�J�W�F�T�� �B�O�E��
consider the transition they are experiencing 
as a moral crisis and decline. Their goal is to 
block this decline and to return to the order 
that reigned at the beginning of the Zhou 
feudal dynasty. Confucianism is, from this 
�Q�P�J�O�U���P�G���W�J�F�X�
���B���G�P�S�N���P�G���D�P�O�T�F�S�W�B�U�J�T�N���B�O�E���J�T��
radically opposed to Legalism. 

-	 The Legalists propose a theory of State 
that will be put into place in the territory 
�P�G�� �2�J�O�
�� �X�I�J�D�I�� �V�O�J�ö�F�T���i�$�I�J�O�B�w�� �C�Z�� �G�P�S�D�F�� �B�O�E��
�D�S�F�B�U�F�T���U�I�F���F�N�Q�J�S�F���J�O�����������#�$�����5�I�F���-�F�H�B�M�J�T�U�T��
are therefore the architects of this imperial 
uni�cation, of paramount importance for 
the rest of Chinese history. The Legalists 
�B�S�F�� �L�O�P�X�O�� �G�P�S�� �I�B�W�J�O�H�� �Q�V�U�� �Q�V�O�J�U�J�W�F�� �M�B�X�T��
into place – they use capital punishment 
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�W�F�S�Z�� �X�J�E�F�M�Z�� �G�P�S�� �B�M�M�� �T�P�S�U�T�� �P�G�� �D�S�J�N�F�T�
�� �F�W�F�O��
minor o�enses – but they di�er from their 
�Q�S�F�E�F�D�F�T�T�P�S�T���C�Z���N�B�L�J�O�H���M�B�X���V�O�J�W�F�S�T�B�M���B�O�E��
�Q�V�C�M�J�D���� �'�S�P�N�� �U�I�J�T�� �Q�P�J�O�U�� �P�G�� �W�J�F�X�
�� �U�I�F�J�S�� �J�E�F�B��
of the law is much more modern than that 
�P�G�� �U�I�F�� �$�P�O�G�V�D�J�B�O�J�T�U�T���� �*�O�� �G�B�D�U�
�� �$�P�O�G�V�D�J�B�O�J�T�U�T��
�G�B�W�P�S���N�P�S�B�M�J�U�Z���B�O�E���S�J�U�V�B�M�T�
���B�O�E���N�J�T�U�S�V�T�U���U�I�F��
�M�B�X���� �&�W�F�O�� �U�I�P�V�H�I�� �U�I�F�S�F�� �X�F�S�F�� �S�V�E�J�N�F�O�U�B�S�Z��
laws in ancient times, they were considered 
�U�P�� �C�F�� �T�F�D�P�O�E�B�S�Z�� �U�P�� �W�B�M�V�F�T�� �T�V�D�I�� �B�T�� �M�P�Z�B�M�U�Z�
��
�M�J�O�L�F�E���U�P���U�I�F���F�U�I�J�D�T���P�G���O�P�C�J�M�J�U�Z���� �*�O���D�P�O�U�S�B�T�U�
��
�U�I�F���-�F�H�B�M�J�T�U�T���H�P���B�T���G�B�S���B�T���S�F�K�F�D�U�J�O�H���N�P�S�B�M�J�U�Z��
in order to put their legal system into place, 
�B�O�E�� �C�Z�� �E�P�J�O�H�� �T�P�
�� �D�M�B�T�I�� �X�J�U�I�� �D�P�O�T�F�S�W�B�U�J�W�F��
forces.

�"�T���*���I�B�W�F���Q�P�J�O�U�F�E���P�V�U���C�F�G�P�S�F�
���U�I�J�T���U�S�B�O�T�J�U�J�P�O���J�T��
�O�P�U���Q�F�S�D�F�J�W�F�E���Q�P�T�J�U�J�W�F�M�Z���C�Z���U�I�F���N�B�K�P�S�J�U�Z���P�G���J�U�T��
contemporaries, notably by the Confucianists 
who consider the political crisis of the time 
�B�C�P�W�F�� �B�M�M�� �B�T�� �B�� �N�P�S�B�M�� �D�S�J�T�J�T���� �5�I�F�J�S�� �P�C�K�F�D�U�J�W�F��
is to return to an ancient ideal through the 
education, rituals and institutions of the Zhou 
�F�S�B���� �4�F�W�F�S�B�M�� �U�J�N�F�T�
�� �$�P�O�G�V�D�J�V�T�� �T�U�B�U�F�T�� �U�I�B�U�� �I�F��
�I�B�T�� �J�O�W�F�O�U�F�E�� �O�P�U�I�J�O�H�� �B�O�E�� �U�I�B�U�� �I�J�T�� �P�C�K�F�D�U�J�W�F��
is simply to return to the spirit of the golden 
age that is the feudal state, away from which 
�$�I�J�O�B���J�T���N�P�W�J�O�H����

�*�O�� �D�P�O�U�S�B�T�U�
�� �-�F�H�B�M�J�T�U�T�� �B�D�D�F�Q�U�� �U�I�F�� �S�F�B�M�J�U�Z�� �P�G��
�D�I�B�O�H�F���� �5�I�F�Z�� �I�B�W�F�� �B�� �.�B�M�U�I�V�T�J�B�O�� �W�J�T�J�P�O��
of society: according to them, the rise in 
population creates pressure on resources, 
which in turn causes con�icts and wars.  
The modern state must react and adapt, 
since the old system and traditional morality 
are not suited to new historical conditions. 
�0�O�F���O�F�D�F�T�T�J�U�Z���J�T���U�P���S�F�J�O�G�P�S�D�F���U�I�F���H�P�W�F�S�O�N�F�O�U��
and the army, in order to be able to resist 
neighboring states, and to be well placed 
in the struggle for resources to satisfy the 
�Q�P�Q�V�M�B�U�J�P�O���T�� �O�F�F�E�T���� �3�F�G�P�S�N�T�� �B�S�F�� �U�I�F�S�F�G�P�S�F��
necessary. Legalists point to the old-fashioned 

�O�B�U�V�S�F���P�G���U�I�F�J�S���P�Q�Q�P�O�F�O�U�T�����J�E�F�B�T���B�O�E���N�F�U�I�P�E�T����
�)�J�T�U�P�S�Z���Q�S�P�W�F�T���U�I�F�N���U�P���C�F���Q�B�S�U�J�B�M�M�Z���S�J�H�I�U�
���T�J�O�D�F��
all of the states that refuse or fail to adapt are 
�H�S�B�E�V�B�M�M�Z���W�B�O�R�V�J�T�I�F�E���B�O�E���E�P�N�J�O�B�U�F�E���C�Z���U�I�F��
Qin kingdom. 

One Legalist trait that seems to me to be 
fundamental is their consciousness of change. 
�"�M�U�I�P�V�H�I���U�I�F�Z���E�P���O�P�U���V�T�F���U�I�F���U�F�S�N���i�U�S�B�O�T�J�U�J�P�O�w�
��
�U�I�F�Z�� �I�B�W�F�� �B�� �Q�S�P�H�S�B�N�� �P�G�� �S�F�G�P�S�N�T�� �U�I�B�U�� �U�I�F�Z��
energetically attempt to put into place, and 
a discourse that accompanies these reforms. 
�5�I�F�Z���T�U�B�S�U���U�P���E�J�T�Q�M�B�Z���B�O���J�E�F�P�M�P�H�Z���U�I�B�U���K�V�T�U�J�ö�F�T��
�Q�P�M�J�U�J�D�B�M���N�F�B�T�V�S�F�T���U�I�B�U���G�B�W�P�S���Q�B�T�T�J�O�H���G�S�P�N���P�O�F��
state of being to another: state intellectuals 
�B�O�E�� �U�I�F�P�S�F�U�J�D�J�B�O�T�� �N�B�L�F�� �W�F�S�Z�� �Q�S�B�D�U�J�D�B�M��
suggestions to adapt the political system to 
the undeniable facts of social change and the 
�J�O�D�S�F�B�T�F���P�G���U�I�F���$�I�J�O�F�T�F���Q�P�Q�V�M�B�U�J�P�O�����)�J�T�U�P�S�J�B�O�T��
consider that the Legalists accelerated the 
�U�S�B�O�T�J�U�J�P�O���C�Z���J�O�U�F�S�W�F�O�J�O�H���J�O���B���E�F�D�J�E�F�E�
���E�F�D�J�T�J�W�F��
and sometimes brutal manner.

�8�F�� �U�I�F�S�F�G�P�S�F�� �I�B�W�F�� �U�X�P�� �P�Q�Q�P�T�J�O�H�� �Q�P�T�J�U�J�P�O�T�
��
one that goes along with history – as it has 
been reconstructed by historians – and the 
other that goes against it, resisting change.  
�*�U���J�T���U�F�M�M�J�O�H���U�I�B�U���U�I�F���$�I�J�O�F�T�F���.�B�P�J�T�U�T���I�B�W�F���W�F�S�Z��
often considered Legalists as examples, whilst 
keeping their distance from Confucianism. 

�'�S�P�N���U�I�F���Q�P�J�O�U���P�G���W�J�F�X���P�G���J�U�T���B�D�U�P�S�T�
���U�I�J�T���B�H�F��
�J�T���F�Y�U�S�F�N�F�M�Z���C�S�V�U�B�M�����8�F���I�B�W�F���N�B�O�Z���B�D�D�P�V�O�U�T�
��
notably in the dynastic histories, where the 
population complains not only of economic 
changes – such as the lack of employment in 
the countryside which forces rural people to 
come to the cities – but also moral changes – 
the moral failing of a son who abandons his 
�Q�B�S�F�O�U�T�
�� �F�U�D���� �5�I�F�T�F�� �B�D�D�P�V�O�U�T�� �E�P�� �O�P�U�� �F�W�P�L�F��
transition or progress but, on the contrary, a 
�D�S�J�T�J�T�����5�I�F�� �Q�P�J�O�U�� �P�G�� �W�J�F�X�� �P�G�� �U�I�F�� �B�D�U�P�S�T�� �J�T�� �W�F�S�Z��
�E�J�ò�F�S�F�O�U�� �G�S�P�N�� �U�I�B�U�� �P�G�� �I�J�T�U�P�S�J�B�O�T�� �X�I�P�� �I�B�W�F�� �B��
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�U�F�O�E�F�O�D�Z�� �U�P�� �P�C�M�J�U�F�S�B�U�F�� �U�I�F�� �O�F�H�B�U�J�W�F�� �B�T�Q�F�D�U�T��
of these troubled periods.

The current transition in China is omnipresent 
in public debate, academic conferences, 
�Q�V�C�M�J�D�B�U�J�P�O�T�� �B�O�E�� �U�I�F�� �N�F�E�J�B���� �*�G�� �Z�P�V�� �U�Z�Q�F�� �U�I�F��
�$�I�J�O�F�T�F�� �X�P�S�E�� �G�P�S�� �i�U�S�B�O�T�J�U�J�P�O�
�w��zhuanxingqi, 
into Google, you will �nd millions of results. 
�*�U���T���B���U�F�S�N���X�I�J�D�I���J�T���U�S�V�M�Z���Q�B�S�U���P�G���U�I�F���E�J�T�D�P�V�S�T�F��
�B�O�E�� �H�F�O�F�S�B�M�M�Z�� �I�B�T�� �Q�P�T�J�U�J�W�F�� �D�P�O�O�P�U�B�U�J�P�O�T�
��
especially when it comes from political 
decision-makers. 

�5�I�F�� �U�S�B�O�T�J�U�J�P�O�� �J�O�� �Q�S�P�H�S�F�T�T�� �T�J�O�D�F�� ���������� �I�B�T��
actually been taking place for a much longer 
period, because China entered a phase of 
change as early as 1839-1842 with the �rst 
Opium War, marking the beginning of the 
crisis of the ancient imperial order. The century 
from 1839 to 1949 is sometimes characterized 
as a century of entry into modernity, but it is 
also one of the blackest centuries in Chinese 
history: internal and domestic crises, war with 
�U�I�F�� �#�S�J�U�J�T�I�� �B�O�E�� �U�I�F�� �'�S�F�O�D�I�
�� �X�B�S�� �P�G�� �S�F�T�J�T�U�B�O�D�F��
�B�H�B�J�O�T�U�� �+�B�Q�B�O�
�� �D�J�W�J�M�� �X�B�S�������� �B�M�M�� �J�O�� �B�� �D�P�O�U�F�Y�U�� �P�G��
imperialism and western colonialism. Looking 
at a shorter time period, the Communist Party 
sometimes presents the current reforms as 
the outcome of a process started in 1949 with 
�U�I�F���G�P�V�O�E�J�O�H���P�G���U�I�F���T�P�D�J�B�M�J�T�U���T�U�B�U�F�����'�J�O�B�M�M�Z�
���J�U���T��
�X�P�S�U�I�� �O�P�U�J�O�H�� �U�I�B�U�� �U�I�F�� �U�S�B�O�T�J�U�J�P�O�� �T�J�O�D�F�� ����������
is a transition entirely accepted, declared, 
�B�D�U�J�W�F���� �J�U�� �J�T�� �U�I�F�� �P�C�K�F�D�U�� �P�G�� �N�V�D�I�� �E�F�C�B�U�F�� �B�O�E��
re�ection, notably regarding the di�erences 
between transition in the broad sense of the 
�U�F�S�N�� �B�O�E���i�T�N�B�M�M�w�� �U�S�B�O�T�J�U�J�P�O�T�� �o�� �E�F�N�P�H�S�B�Q�I�J�D�
��
social, cultural, economic, etc. 

�*�O���U�I�F���B�D�B�E�F�N�J�D���B�O�E���D�P�O�D�F�Q�U�V�B�M���T�F�O�T�F���P�G���U�I�F��
term, whether in the West or in China, there 
are numerous theoretical hypotheses which 
�D�P�O�U�F�Y�U�V�B�M�J�[�F�� �U�I�J�T�� �U�S�B�O�T�J�U�J�P�O�� �W�F�S�Z�� �C�S�P�B�E�M�Z�
��
sometimes with contradictory hypotheses. 

According to the Marxist doxa, China is still 
in a great transitional phase of capitalism 
and socialism. And yet, certain speeches by  
�+�J�B�O�H�� �;�F�N�J�O�
�� �U�I�F�� �G�P�S�N�F�S�� �$�I�J�O�F�T�F�� �Q�S�F�T�J�E�F�O�U�
��
intimate that China was already in a socialist 
phase, and that the transition had been 
completed. Chinese intellectuals, some 
�P�G�� �X�I�P�N�� �W�P�M�V�O�U�B�S�J�M�Z�� �V�T�F�� �U�I�F�� �U�F�S�N�� �i�Q�P�T�U�
�w��
sometimes speak of transition from Leninism 
to post-Leninism, or of a shift from pre-
modernity to post-modernity. A certain 
�O�V�N�C�F�S���P�G���B�V�U�I�P�S�T�
���O�P�U�B�C�M�Z���J�O���U�I�F���V�O�J�W�F�S�T�J�U�J�F�T��
�P�G���#�F�J�K�J�O�H���
���F�O�K�P�Z���T�B�Z�J�O�H���U�I�B�U���$�I�J�O�B���I�B�T���T�J�N�Q�M�Z��
bypassed the modern era, as is demonstrated 
by a large part of the population obtaining 
portable phones directly, without going 
�U�I�S�P�V�H�I�� �U�I�F���i�J�O�U�F�S�N�F�E�J�B�S�Z�w�� �Q�I�B�T�F�� �P�G�� �I�B�W�J�O�H��
land-lines. According to another hypothesis, 
which we hear more often in the West, China 
is in the process of going from socialism to 
capitalism. We cannot deny that this idea 
�J�T�� �T�P�N�F�X�I�B�U�� �Q�F�S�U�J�O�F�O�U�
�� �F�W�F�O�� �J�G�� �U�I�F�� �$�I�J�O�F�T�F��
�I�B�W�F���B���U�F�O�E�F�O�D�Z���U�P���S�F�G�V�U�F���J�U���C�Z���S�F�G�F�S�S�J�O�H���U�P���U�I�F��
�U�S�B�O�T�J�U�J�P�O���J�U�T�F�M�G���U�P���K�V�T�U�J�G�Z���B�O�Z���F�Y�D�F�T�T���D�P�N�N�J�U�U�F�E��
by a sometimes uncontrolled capitalism. 

�)�F�S�F�� �B�S�F�� �T�P�N�F�� �F�Y�B�N�Q�M�F�T�� �P�G�� �U�S�B�O�T�J�U�J�P�O�� �U�I�B�U��
are not necessarily directly linked to each 
other, but which are all widely studied 
by sociologists, economists and political 
scientists, both Chinese and from the West:

-	 the institutionalization of political succes
sion: switching from a system where 
succession takes place from within the 
party (often as a reward for �delity to the 
party) to a more open system founded 
�P�O�� �D�P�N�Q�F�U�F�O�D�F���� �*�O�� �U�I�F�� �N�J�E�E�M�F�� �B�O�E�� �V�Q�Q�F�S��
�F�D�I�F�M�P�O�T�� �P�G�� �U�P�E�B�Z���T�� �$�I�J�O�F�T�F�� �H�P�W�F�S�O�N�F�O�U�
��
�D�J�W�J�M���T�F�S�W�B�O�U�T���B�S�F���J�O���H�F�O�F�S�B�M���W�F�S�Z���X�F�M�M���U�S�B�J�O�F�E�
��
often in western schools, which is a change 
from the past. Therefore, there is a distinct 
�U�S�B�O�T�J�U�J�P�O���J�O���U�I�F���T�Z�T�U�F�N���P�G���T�V�D�D�F�T�T�J�P�O��
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-	 market liberalization, which is still ongoing, 
�D�P�O�U�S�B�S�Z���U�P���X�I�B�U���X�F���N�B�Z���T�P�N�F�U�J�N�F�T���C�F�M�J�F�W�F����
More than 50% of the economy is still in 
State control, sometimes indirectly. The 
markets are opening up gradually, which 
�I�B�T���D�P�O�T�F�R�V�F�O�D�F�T�
���O�P�U�B�C�M�Z���G�P�S���F�N�Q�M�P�Z�N�F�O�U����
For many Chinese, transition is synonymous 
with unemployment, a situation which has 
lasted for many decades now. O�cially, 
unemployment is between 15% and 20%. 
�*�O�� �G�B�D�U�
�� �B�O�E�� �B�D�D�P�S�E�J�O�H�� �U�P�� �X�F�T�U�F�S�O�� �D�S�J�U�F�S�J�B�
��
it �uctuates between 30% and 40%. Today 
�J�O�� �#�F�J�K�J�O�H�
�� �J�U�� �J�T�� �O�P�U�� �V�O�D�P�N�N�P�O�� �U�P�� �T�F�F�� �G�P�V�S��
�Q�F�P�Q�M�F�� �X�P�S�L�J�O�H�� �J�O�� �P�O�F�� �C�V�T�� �o�� �P�O�F�� �E�S�J�W�F�S��
and three controllers. These people could 
be unemployed tomorrow without any real 
future opportunities. The authorities take 
�U�I�J�T���N�B�K�P�S���Q�S�P�C�M�F�N���J�O�U�P���B�D�D�P�V�O�U��

-	 there are interesting changes on the social 
�M�F�W�F�M�
�� �O�P�U�B�C�M�Z�� �J�O�� �U�I�F�� �W�J�M�M�B�H�F�T���� �'�P�S�N�F�S�M�Z�
��
�N�B�S�S�J�B�H�F�T�� �P�D�D�V�S�S�F�E�� �C�F�U�X�F�F�O�� �W�J�M�M�B�H�F�T���� �#�V�U��
because of the splintering of traditional 
solidarities and the disengagement of 
�U�I�F���H�P�W�F�S�O�N�F�O�U���G�S�P�N���M�P�D�B�M���B�O�E���Q�S�P�W�J�O�D�J�B�M��
economies, families are increasingly forced 
to recreate local solidarity. The single 
child policy – and thus the importance 
of boys to the detriment of girls – also 
plays a role. These combined factors incite 
certain families to �nd a son-in-law in a 
�O�F�J�H�I�C�P�S�J�O�H�� �G�B�N�J�M�Z�� �J�O�� �U�I�F�� �T�B�N�F�� �W�J�M�M�B�H�F�
��
who will in some ways ful�ll the function 
�P�G�� �T�P�O���� �5�I�F�T�F�� �T�J�U�V�B�U�J�P�O�T�� �S�F�T�V�M�U�� �J�O�� �N�B�K�P�S��
�T�P�D�J�B�M���D�I�B�O�H�F�T��

��	�*�� �B�M�T�P�� �Q�P�J�O�U���P�V�U���R�V�F�T�U�J�P�O�T�� �X�I�J�D�I�� �B�S�F�� �N�P�S�F��
peripheral, but which are also symptomatic, 
�T�V�D�I�� �B�T�� �U�I�F�� �i�S�F�T�J�O�J�[�B�U�J�P�O�w�� �P�G�� �M�J�U�F�S�B�U�V�S�F����
�$�I�J�O�F�T�F�� �M�J�U�F�S�B�U�V�S�F�� �X�B�T�� �W�F�S�Z�� �X�F�T�U�F�S�O�J�[�F�E��
until the 1980s. These days, certain writers 
try to �nd more Chinese phrases, tone and 
themes. 

Some of these transitions are accepted 
�B�O�E�� �W�P�M�V�O�U�B�S�Z�
�� �P�U�I�F�S�T�� �B�S�F�� �N�V�D�I�� �N�P�S�F��
�J�O�W�P�M�V�O�U�B�S�Z���� �5�I�F�� �D�I�B�O�H�F�� �G�S�P�N�� �F�N�Q�M�P�Z�N�F�O�U��
�G�P�S�� �B�M�M�
�� �U�P�� �V�O�F�N�Q�M�P�Z�N�F�O�U���J�T�� �P�C�W�J�P�V�T�M�Z�� �O�P�U���B��
�U�S�B�O�T�J�U�J�P�O���U�I�B�U���X�B�T���D�I�P�T�F�O�����5�I�F���H�P�W�F�S�O�N�F�O�U��
puts relief measures into place, but these 
transitions remain extremely problematic. 
Changes concerning marriage in the 
�W�J�M�M�B�H�F�T�� �T�P�N�F�U�J�N�F�T�� �I�B�W�F�� �D�P�O�T�F�R�V�F�O�D�F�T�
��
�F�W�F�O�� �N�F�E�J�D�B�M�� �D�P�O�T�F�R�V�F�O�D�F�T�
�� �B�O�E�� �U�I�F��
�H�P�W�F�S�O�N�F�O�U���I�B�T���B���M�J�N�J�U�F�E���B�N�P�V�O�U���P�G���Q�P�X�F�S��
�U�P���B�D�U���P�O���U�I�F�T�F���J�T�T�V�F�T�����*�O���P�U�I�F�S���X�P�S�E�T�
���J�G���T�P�N�F��
�U�S�B�O�T�J�U�J�P�O�T�� �T�F�F�N�� �U�P�� �C�F�� �W�F�S�Z�� �N�V�D�I�� �V�O�E�F�S��
control, others seem to be out of control. 
We could also note that all transitions are 
not synchronous: some transitions which 
appear to be interdependent do not in 
reality happen together. Market liberalization 
�P�C�W�J�P�V�T�M�Z���I�B�T���B�O���F�ò�F�D�U���P�O���F�N�Q�M�P�Z�N�F�O�U�
���C�V�U��
these e�ects are not felt immediately. This 
creates two transitions occurring at two 
di�erent times, which makes it more di�cult 
�G�P�S���U�I�F���H�P�W�F�S�O�N�F�O�U���U�P���D�B�S�S�Z���P�V�U���B���D�P�I�F�S�F�O�U��
�Q�P�M�J�D�Z���P�W�F�S���U�J�N�F����

1.1.2. Issue-based Transition: 		
Between Reality and Ideology

�*���X�J�M�M���ö�S�T�U���Q�P�J�O�U���P�V�U���U�I�F���D�P�O�G�V�T�J�P�O���G�P�V�O�E���J�O���U�I�F��
debate on transition in China, among Chinese 
�B�D�U�P�S�T�� �U�I�F�N�T�F�M�W�F�T�
�� �B�O�E�� �F�W�F�O�� �T�P�N�F�U�J�N�F�T��
among researchers. The �rst confusion is 
theoretical: the concept of transition is used 
extremely loosely, as an all-purpose theme, 
without thinking about the real de�nition 
�B�O�E�� �M�J�N�J�U�T�� �P�G�� �U�I�F�� �J�E�F�B���� �*�O�� �Q�P�M�J�U�J�D�T�
�� �U�S�B�O�T�J�U�J�P�O��
�J�T�� �O�P�U�� �U�S�V�M�Z�� �E�F�ö�O�F�E�� �F�J�U�I�F�S���� �T�P�N�F�U�J�N�F�T�� �J�U�� �J�T�� �B��
real program, but sometimes it is also used as 
an excuse, a pretext to explain problems and 
�E�F�M�B�Z�T���� �*�� �X�J�M�M�� �B�M�T�P�� �F�N�Q�I�B�T�J�[�F�� �U�I�F�� �J�E�F�P�M�P�H�J�D�B�M��
dimensions of transition, used as a means of 
�K�V�T�U�J�ö�D�B�U�J�P�O��
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What is the stable state toward which the 
Chinese transition is leaning? Transition is 
omnipresent in o�cial speeches, the press 
�B�O�E�� �C�J�C�M�J�P�H�S�B�Q�I�J�F�T�
�� �F�U�D���� �*�U�� �T�F�F�N�T�� �B�T�� �U�I�P�V�H�I��
it is used as a consensual synonym for 
�i�S�F�W�P�M�V�U�J�P�O�w�
�� �i�D�I�B�O�H�F�w�
�� �i�Q�S�P�H�S�F�T�T�w�
�� �i�S�F�G�P�S�N�w�� �P�S��
�i�N�P�E�F�S�O�J�[�B�U�J�P�O�w�
�� �X�P�S�E�T�� �X�I�J�D�I�� �I�B�W�F�� �T�U�S�P�O�H��
connotations whereas transition is more 
�O�F�V�U�S�B�M�����*�O���$�I�J�O�B�
���N�B�O�Z���Q�F�P�Q�M�F���G�F�F�M���B�T���J�G���U�I�F�Z��
�I�B�W�F�� �C�F�F�O�� �T�X�F�Q�U�� �V�Q�� �J�O�� �Q�F�S�N�B�O�F�O�U�� �D�I�B�O�H�F�
��
�U�I�B�U���U�I�F�Z���I�B�W�F���U�P�U�B�M�M�Z���M�P�T�U���U�I�F�J�S���C�F�B�S�J�O�H�T�
���B�O�E��
they do not know toward which social model 
�U�I�F�� �H�P�W�F�S�O�N�F�O�U�� �J�T�� �I�F�B�E�J�O�H���� �5�P�� �X�I�B�U�� �F�Y�U�F�O�U��
�J�T�� �U�I�F�� �H�P�W�F�S�O�N�F�O�U�� �N�B�O�B�H�J�O�H�� �U�S�B�O�T�J�U�J�P�O� �� �'�P�S��
certain authors, the central state is in control of 
�F�W�F�S�Z�U�I�J�O�H���B�O�E���J�T���U�S�V�M�Z���N�B�T�U�F�S���P�G���U�I�F���U�S�B�O�T�J�U�J�P�O����
�'�P�S�� �P�U�I�F�S�T�
�� �U�I�F�� �H�P�W�F�S�O�N�F�O�U�� �I�B�T�� �M�B�S�H�F�M�Z�� �M�P�T�U��
�D�P�O�U�S�P�M�
���F�T�Q�F�D�J�B�M�M�Z���J�O���U�I�F���Q�S�P�W�J�O�D�F�T����

�*�O�� �P�O�F�� �T�F�O�T�F�
�� �B�M�M�� �Q�F�S�J�P�E�T�� �B�S�F�� �U�S�B�O�T�J�U�J�P�O�
��
�C�F�D�B�V�T�F�� �I�J�T�U�P�S�Z�� �O�F�W�F�S�� �T�U�P�Q�T���� �*�U�� �J�T�� �E�J�ó�D�V�M�U�� �U�P��
imagine a society without change, simply 
because this would presuppose stable 
balance, both internally and with the external 
world, which is simply impossible to imagine 
�J�O�� �B�� �X�P�S�M�E�� �X�I�F�S�F�� �F�W�F�S�Z�U�I�J�O�H�� �J�T�� �J�O�U�F�S�U�X�J�O�F�E����
�0�O�M�Z���T�P�N�F���Q�S�J�N�J�U�J�W�F���T�P�D�J�F�U�J�F�T���E�P���O�P�U���T�F�F�N���U�P��
�F�W�P�M�W�F�� �P�W�F�S�� �B�� �M�P�O�H�� �Q�F�S�J�P�E�� �P�G�� �U�J�N�F�
�� �C�V�U�� �F�W�F�O��
�U�I�J�T���J�N�N�P�C�J�M�J�U�Z���J�T���S�F�M�B�U�J�W�F�����$�I�B�O�H�F���J�T���X�S�J�U�U�F�O���J�O��
�I�J�T�U�P�S�Z�����/�P�U�F���B�M�T�P���U�I�B�U���U�I�F���J�E�F�B���U�I�B�U���F�W�F�S�Z�U�I�J�O�H��
is constantly changing, and doing so with 
increasing rapidity, is one of the trademarks 
�P�G���N�P�E�F�S�O�J�U�Z�
�� �B�T���P�Q�Q�P�T�F�E���U�P���U�I�F���i�U�S�B�E�J�U�J�P�O�B�M�w��
�F�S�B�T���X�I�F�S�F���I�J�T�U�P�S�Z���T�F�F�N�F�E���U�P���F�W�P�M�W�F���T�M�P�X�M�Z����

�#�F�D�B�V�T�F���U�S�B�O�T�J�U�J�P�O���J�T���M�J�O�L�F�E���U�P���B���D�F�S�U�B�J�O���W�J�T�J�P�O��
�P�G�� �I�J�T�U�P�S�Z�� �B�O�E�� �Q�S�P�H�S�F�T�T�
�� �U�I�J�T�� �W�J�T�J�P�O�� �T�F�F�N�T��
natural to us, whereas this is not necessarily so. 
�%�F�Q�F�O�E�J�O�H���P�O���U�I�F���Q�F�S�J�P�E���B�O�E���U�I�F���D�J�W�J�M�J�[�B�U�J�P�O�
��
�I�J�T�U�P�S�Z�� �D�B�O�� �C�F�� �T�F�F�O�� �W�F�S�Z�� �E�J�ò�F�S�F�O�U�M�Z���� �B�T��
immobile, as cyclical, or as a decline to be 
stopped. 

�*�O���$�I�J�O�B�
���I�J�T�U�P�S�Z���X�B�T���T�P�N�F�U�J�N�F�T���F�Y�Q�F�S�J�F�O�D�F�E��
�B�T�� �D�Z�D�M�J�D�B�M�
�� �G�P�S�� �F�Y�B�N�Q�M�F�� �J�O�� �#�V�E�E�I�J�T�N���� �5�I�F��
succession of dynasties also encouraged a 
�D�Z�D�M�J�D�B�M�� �W�J�T�J�P�O�� �P�G�� �I�J�T�U�P�S�Z�
�� �Q�P�T�T�J�C�M�Z�� �X�J�U�I�� �D�S�J�T�F�T��
that ended the cycles. 

�%�F�T�D�F�O�E�B�O�U���H�F�O�F�S�B�U�J�P�O�T���I�B�W�F���B���U�F�O�E�F�O�D�Z���U�P��
represent history as a decline, and transition 
�Q�F�S�J�P�E�T���B�S�F���P�G�U�F�O���Q�F�S�D�F�J�W�F�E���B�T���B�O���B�D�D�F�M�F�S�B�U�J�P�O��
of this decline, particularly by the people.

Today in China, there is a contradiction 
between the o�cial discourse that promotes 
belief in a bright tomorrow, and daily life, 
especially for older people who are nostalgic 
for the past, and feel with some confusion 
that history is a decline. 

�)�J�T�U�P�S�Z�� �B�T�� �Q�S�P�H�S�F�T�T�� �J�T�� �B�� �S�F�M�B�U�J�W�F�M�Z�� �S�F�D�F�O�U��
�W�J�T�J�P�O�
�� �B�O�E�� �J�U�� �M�B�S�H�F�M�Z�� �D�P�N�F�T�� �G�S�P�N�� �&�V�S�P�Q�F�B�O��
�3�F�O�B�J�T�T�B�O�D�F�� �J�E�F�B�T���� �*�O�� �B�O�D�J�F�O�U�� �$�I�J�O�B�
�� �U�I�F�S�F��
were already intellectuals who presented 
history as progress: sometimes Legalists, 
�C�V�U�� �B�M�T�P�� �J�O�U�F�M�M�F�D�U�V�B�M�T�� �G�S�P�N�� �U�I�F�� �)�B�O�� �E�Z�O�B�T�U�Z��
�X�I�P���G�B�W�P�S�F�E���U�I�F�J�S���P�X�O���U�J�N�F���P�W�F�S���U�I�B�U���P�G���U�I�F��
�B�O�D�J�F�O�U�T���� �*�O�� �U�I�F�� �8�F�T�U�
�� �U�I�F�� �J�E�F�B�� �P�G�� �I�J�T�U�P�S�Z�� �B�T��
�Q�S�P�H�S�F�T�T�� �X�B�T�� �J�O�U�S�P�E�V�D�F�E�� �J�O�� �U�I�F�� �9�7�*�*�*th and 
�9�*�9th �D�F�O�U�V�S�J�F�T�
�� �O�P�U�B�C�M�Z�� �U�I�B�O�L�T�� �U�P�� �)�F�H�F�M�� �B�O�E��
�.�B�S�Y�
���X�I�P���J�O�U�F�S�Q�S�F�U�F�E���I�J�T�U�P�S�J�D�B�M���E�F�W�F�M�P�Q�N�F�O�U��
�J�O�� �i�T�D�J�F�O�U�J�ö�D�w�� �U�F�S�N�T���� �5�I�F�� �9�*�9th century 
assimilates scienti�c progress with progress 
�J�O���H�F�O�F�S�B�M�����Q�S�P�H�S�F�T�T���C�F�D�P�N�F�T���Q�P�T�J�U�J�W�F���J�O���U�I�J�T��
discourse, man becomes an actor of progress 
and of history, he is not happy simply to 
submit to it. These ideas bring about a 
legitimization of transition and progress in 
�P�ó�D�J�B�M���W�P�D�B�C�V�M�B�S�Z���B�O�E���J�E�F�P�M�P�H�Z����

�)�J�T�U�P�S�Z�� �I�B�T�� �T�V�C�K�F�D�U�J�W�F�� �E�J�N�F�O�T�J�P�O�T���� �5�I�F�S�F�� �J�T��
often con�ict between transition and progress 
�B�T�� �U�I�F�Z�� �B�S�F�� �D�P�O�D�F�J�W�F�E�� �C�Z�� �H�P�W�F�S�O�N�F�O�U�T��
and political actors, and the daily human 
�F�Y�Q�F�S�J�F�O�D�F�� �P�G�� �U�I�F�T�F�� �D�I�B�O�H�F�T���� �)�J�T�U�P�S�Z�� �J�T��
�V�O�B�W�P�J�E�B�C�M�F���J�O���U�I�F���.�B�S�Y�J�T�U���E�J�T�D�P�V�S�T�F�����5�P�E�B�Z���J�O��
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China, all political speeches promote change 
and political measures by presenting them as 
�N�P�W�J�O�H���J�O���U�I�F���T�B�N�F���E�J�S�F�D�U�J�P�O���B�T���Q�S�P�H�S�F�T�T���B�O�E��
�I�J�T�U�P�S�Z�
�� �B�O�E�� �I�B�W�F�� �B�� �U�F�O�E�F�O�D�Z�� �U�P�� �T�U�J�H�N�B�U�J�[�F��
forces that go against change, for example 
some dissidents who denounce certain 
undesirable e�ects of change, and who are 
ostracized as reactionaries. 

Toward which economic model is the 
�H�P�W�F�S�O�N�F�O�U�� �I�F�B�E�J�O�H� �� �5�I�F�� �W�J�F�X�T�� �X�J�U�I�J�O�� �U�I�F��
�$�I�J�O�F�T�F�� �H�P�W�F�S�O�N�F�O�U�� �B�S�F�� �O�P�U�� �V�O�B�O�J�N�P�V�T����
some pressure groups propose contradictory 
�N�P�E�F�M�T�� �B�O�E�� �P�C�K�F�D�U�J�W�F�T���� �5�I�F�� �$�I�J�O�F�T�F��
Communist Party wants to be united, but it 
�J�T�� �T�I�B�L�F�O�� �V�Q�� �C�Z�� �W�B�S�J�P�V�T�� �D�V�S�S�F�O�U�T�
�� �P�S�� �R�V�B�S�S�F�M�T��
between factions. The principal faction tends 
�U�P�X�B�S�E���B���T�P�D�J�B�M�J�T�U���N�B�S�L�F�U���F�D�P�O�P�N�Z�����0�O�F���W�F�S�Z��
small faction is more left-leaning and would 
�M�J�L�F���U�P���S�F�W�F�S�U���U�P���.�B�S�Y�J�T�U���i�G�V�O�E�B�N�F�O�U�B�M�T�w�����"���U�I�J�S�E��
faction, sometimes called the New Left, would 
like to get closer to European models, notably 
with free unions. Finally, others, closer to the 
western center, encourage a much more 
�M�J�C�F�S�B�M�J�[�F�E�
�� �"�N�F�S�J�D�B�O���T�U�Z�M�F�� �T�Z�T�U�F�N���� �#�F�U�X�F�F�O��
these groups, the debates are extremely 
interesting, while the economic and social 
model promoted by o�cial discourse remains 
�F�Y�U�S�F�N�F�M�Z�� �G�V�[�[�Z���� �5�I�F�� �P�ó�D�J�B�M�� �P�C�K�F�D�U�J�W�F�� �J�T�� �U�P��
�B�D�I�J�F�W�F���B���S�F�M�B�U�J�W�F�M�Z���F�H�B�M�J�U�B�S�J�B�O���T�Z�T�U�F�N�
���C�V�U���J�O��
�S�F�B�M�J�U�Z���U�I�F���E�J�W�J�E�F���C�F�U�X�F�F�O���S�J�D�I���B�O�E���Q�P�P�S�
���B�O�E��
between cities and rural areas, is becoming 
wider.

�$�P�O�D�F�S�O�J�O�H�� �D�V�M�U�V�S�B�M�� �U�S�B�O�T�J�U�J�P�O�T�
�� �*�� �T�Q�P�L�F�� �K�V�T�U��
�O�P�X���B�C�P�V�U���$�I�J�O�F�T�F���M�J�U�F�S�B�U�V�S�F�����X�J�M�M���U�I�F���Q�S�F�T�F�O�U��
transition bring China closer to a more 
Chinese culture, or on the contrary, will it 
�N�P�W�F���G�V�S�U�I�F�S���B�X�B�Z���G�S�P�N���J�U�T���U�S�B�E�J�U�J�P�O�B�M���S�P�P�U�T� ��
�)�F�S�F���B�H�B�J�O�
���T�P�N�F���B�D�U�P�S�T���X�P�V�M�E���M�J�L�F���$�I�J�O�B���U�P��
�X�F�T�U�F�S�O�J�[�F���B�O�E���B�E�P�Q�U���X�F�T�U�F�S�O���W�B�M�V�F�T���T�V�D�I���B�T��
human rights. Others, on the contrary, insist 
�P�O���U�I�F���O�F�D�F�T�T�J�U�Z���P�G���L�F�F�Q�J�O�H���U�S�B�E�J�U�J�P�O�B�M���W�B�M�V�F�T��

like �lial piety, or respect for superiors. This 
�C�S�J�O�H�T�� �V�T�� �U�P�� �B�� �S�F�M�B�U�F�E�� �R�V�F�T�U�J�P�O�
�� �U�I�B�U�� �P�G�� �U�I�F��
western model: does the West still represent 
�B�� �N�P�E�F�M�� �G�P�S�� �$�I�J�O�B� ���8�F�T�U�F�S�O�F�S�T�� �P�G�U�F�O�� �I�B�W�F�� �B��
�U�F�O�E�F�O�D�Z���U�P���C�F���G�B�J�S�M�Z���E�J�S�F�D�U�J�W�F�
���B�O���B�S�S�P�H�B�O�U���P�S��
paternalistic attitude which can be counter-
�Q�S�P�E�V�D�U�J�W�F�����.�P�S�F���G�V�O�E�B�N�F�O�U�B�M�M�Z�
���T�P�N�F���B�T�L���J�G��
the western model is best for Asian societies. 

O�cial Chinese propaganda often represents 
transition, at least implicitly, as a change in 
the right direction. The modern era is also 
marked by the e�ciency of ideology and of 
propaganda. The state can use the theme of 
transition in order to impose sacri�ces and 
�V�O�Q�P�Q�V�M�B�S�� �Q�P�M�J�D�J�F�T�
�� �B�O�E�� �K�V�T�U�J�G�Z�� �F�Y�D�F�Q�U�J�P�O�B�M��
�N�F�B�T�V�S�F�T���� �"�O�E�� �U�I�F�� �$�I�J�O�F�T�F�� �H�P�W�F�S�O�N�F�O�U��
�E�P�F�T�O���U���I�F�T�J�U�B�U�F���U�P���E�P���T�P�����O�V�N�F�S�P�V�T���T�B�D�S�J�ö�D�F�T��
are asked of the populations who are 
actors in the transition, but who can also 
�C�F�� �J�U�T�� �W�J�D�U�J�N�T���� �5�S�B�O�T�J�U�J�P�O�� �J�T�� �T�P�N�F�U�J�N�F�T�� �F�W�F�O��
�Q�S�F�T�F�O�U�F�E�� �C�Z�� �U�I�F�� �$�I�J�O�F�T�F�� �H�P�W�F�S�O�N�F�O�U�� �B�T�� �B��
�K�V�T�U�J�ö�D�B�U�J�P�O�� �G�P�S�� �J�O�F�R�V�B�M�J�U�J�F�T�
�� �E�F�M�B�Z�T�� �P�S�� �F�W�F�O��
�J�N�N�P�C�J�M�J�U�Z���� �*�O�� �T�P�N�F�� �D�B�T�F�T�
�� �P�C�T�F�S�W�F�S�T�� �I�B�W�F��
the impression of stagnation, or regression, 
notably in certain social practices such as the 
return of concubinage in southern China. 
�*�U�� �J�T�� �E�J�ó�D�V�M�U�� �U�P�� �T�F�F�� �I�P�X�� �U�I�F�� �S�F�U�V�S�O�� �P�G�� �U�I�F�T�F��
�i�G�F�V�E�B�M�w���Q�S�B�D�U�J�D�F�T�
���J�O���U�I�F���.�B�S�Y�J�T�U���T�F�O�T�F���P�G���U�I�F��
word, can contribute to the implementation 
of a stable, post-transition system. We also 
see an opposition between on the one 
hand the singular ideology of transition, 
change, progress, and on the other all the 
�M�J�U�U�M�F���U�S�B�O�T�J�U�J�P�O�T���B�O�E���F�W�P�M�V�U�J�P�O�T�
���N�V�M�U�J�Q�M�F���B�O�E��
�E�J�W�F�S�T�F�
���X�I�J�D�I���B�S�F���T�P�N�F�U�J�N�F�T���W�F�S�Z���E�J�ó�D�V�M�U���U�P��
�M�J�W�F���X�J�U�I���P�O���B���E�B�J�M�Z���C�B�T�J�T����

�6�Q���V�O�U�J�M���U�I�F���N�J�E�����������T�
���I�F�B�M�U�I���D�B�S�F���D�P�W�F�S�B�H�F��
�J�O�� �$�I�J�O�B�� �X�B�T�� �W�F�S�Z�� �M�J�N�J�U�F�E�
�� �C�V�U�� �S�F�M�B�U�J�W�F�M�Z��
�V�O�J�W�F�S�T�B�M�����5�P�E�B�Z�
���U�I�J�T���J�T���O�P���M�P�O�H�F�S���U�I�F���D�B�T�F�
���B�O�E��
�X�J�U�I�P�V�U���N�P�O�F�Z�
���N�B�O�Z���Q�F�P�Q�M�F���D�B�O�O�P�U���S�F�D�F�J�W�F��
health care. Are we in the midst of a transition 
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toward a westernized social protection 
�T�Z�T�U�F�N� ���#�V�U���G�P�S���U�I�F���W�J�D�U�J�N�T���P�G���D�I�B�O�H�F�
���U�I�F�T�F��
phenomena of transition are extremely 
�E�J�ó�D�V�M�U�� �U�P�� �M�J�W�F�� �X�J�U�I�� �P�O�� �B�� �E�B�J�M�Z�� �C�B�T�J�T���� �U�I�F�T�F��
are themes found regularly in the literature. 
�$�V�S�S�F�O�U�M�Z���J�O���U�I�F���N�B�K�P�S���D�J�U�J�F�T�
���N�B�O�Z���D�B�N�Q�B�J�H�O�T��
�B�S�F�� �C�F�J�O�H�� �M�B�V�O�D�I�F�E�� �U�P�� �J�O�W�J�U�F�� �U�I�F�� �Q�P�Q�V�M�B�U�J�P�O��
�U�P���F�O�S�P�M�M���J�O���Q�S�J�W�B�U�F���J�O�T�V�S�B�O�D�F�����*�U���T���Q�P�T�T�J�C�M�F���U�I�B�U��
�J�O�� ������ �P�S�� ������ �Z�F�B�S�T���� �U�J�N�F�
�� �B�M�M�� �$�I�J�O�F�T�F�� �X�J�M�M�� �I�B�W�F��
�H�P�P�E�� �I�F�B�M�U�I�� �J�O�T�V�S�B�O�D�F�� �D�P�W�F�S�B�H�F�
�� �C�V�U�� �U�P�E�B�Z��
there is a disparity between the city and 
the countryside, between modernity and 
�U�S�B�E�J�U�J�P�O���� �*�O�� �B�E�E�J�U�J�P�O�
�� �U�S�B�O�T�J�U�J�P�O�� �D�B�O�� �G�P�M�M�P�X��
di�erent models: a European model (French 
�P�S�� �/�P�S�E�J�D�� �T�U�Z�M�F�� �X�J�U�I�� �V�O�J�W�F�S�T�B�M�� �D�P�W�F�S�B�H�F�
�
�� �P�S��
an American model from before the Obama 
era, with the exclusion of a large minority of 
�U�I�F�� �Q�P�Q�V�M�B�U�J�P�O���� �#�V�U�� �G�P�S�� �U�I�F�� �N�P�N�F�O�U�
�� �M�F�U�� �V�T��
�O�P�U�F���U�I�B�U���U�I�F���U�S�B�O�T�J�U�J�P�O���J�T���O�F�H�B�U�J�W�F�M�Z���B�ò�F�D�U�J�O�H��
many people in China.

Some Chinese, including some of those 
in power, recognize the necessity of 
�i�E�F�N�P�D�S�B�U�J�[�B�U�J�P�O�w�� �J�O�� �U�I�F�� �M�P�O�H�� �S�V�O�
�� �C�V�U�� �V�T�F��
the immensity of the country and its lack 
�P�G�� �E�F�N�P�D�S�B�U�J�D�� �D�V�M�U�V�S�F�� �U�P�� �K�V�T�U�J�G�Z�� �U�I�F�� �Q�S�F�T�F�O�U��
�T�J�U�V�B�U�J�P�O�����0�O�F���S�F�M�B�U�F�E���R�V�F�T�U�J�P�O���J�T���X�I�B�U���O�B�U�V�S�F��
the democratization process should take. 
Where to start? From the top, descending 
�U�I�S�P�V�H�I�� �B�M�M�� �U�I�F�� �I�J�F�S�B�S�D�I�J�D�B�M�� �M�F�W�F�M�T�
�� �P�S�� �P�O�� �U�I�F��
contrary a bottom-up process, starting from 
�M�P�D�B�M�� �E�F�N�P�D�S�B�D�Z� �� �1�S�F�T�F�O�U�M�Z�
�� �U�I�F�S�F�� �J�T�� �W�P�U�J�O�H��
�J�O�� �$�I�J�O�F�T�F�� �W�J�M�M�B�H�F�T�
�� �C�V�U�� �B�T�� �X�F�� �N�P�W�F�� �V�Q�� �U�I�F��
echelons of power, we �nd nomination 
and promotion mechanisms that are much 
less transparent. At the same time, at the 
�W�F�S�Z�� �U�P�Q�� �P�G�� �U�I�F�� �Q�B�S�U�Z�
�� �X�F�� �I�B�W�F�� �T�F�F�O�� �G�P�S��
�T�F�W�F�S�B�M�� �Z�F�B�S�T�� �U�I�B�U�� �U�I�F�S�F�� �I�B�W�F�� �C�F�F�O�� �N�P�S�F��
�D�B�O�E�J�E�B�U�F�T�� �U�I�B�O�� �Q�P�T�J�U�J�P�O�T�� �U�P�� �ö�M�M�
�� �F�W�F�O�� �J�G�� �U�I�F��
choice remains modest: at the last National 
Assembly elections, there were 8% more 
candidates than positions to �ll. Are we really 

�J�O���B�� �U�S�B�O�T�J�U�J�P�O���Q�I�B�T�F� �� �*�T�� �U�I�J�T�� �U�S�B�O�T�J�U�J�P�O���C�F�J�O�H��
�S�F�T�J�T�U�F�E�
���C�Z���B���H�P�W�F�S�O�N�F�O�U���U�I�B�U���C�B�T�J�D�B�M�M�Z���X�B�O�U�T��
to keep the status quo� ���*�T���U�I�F���T�Z�T�U�F�N���C�M�P�D�L�F�E� ��
�0�ó�D�J�B�M�� �T�Q�F�F�D�I�F�T�� �B�S�F�� �W�F�S�Z�� �B�N�C�J�H�V�P�V�T���� �P�O��
the one hand they appear to encourage 
democratization and on the other they point 
to problems linked to democracy in other 
Asian countries, such as in Taiwan, where the 
democratic debate sometime borders on �st-
�ghts. Chinese authorities are happy to mock 
this style of democracy. 

�*�� �X�J�M�M�� �D�P�O�D�M�V�E�F�� �X�J�U�I�� �U�I�F�� �O�P�O���M�J�O�F�B�S�J�U�Z�� �P�G��
transitions, a well-known problem which 
has been studied by change theorists.  
�*�O�� �E�F�W�F�M�P�Q�J�O�H�� �T�Z�T�U�F�N�T�� �P�S�� �T�U�B�U�F�T�� �X�F�� �P�C�T�F�S�W�F��
transitions that are not in line with each other: 
economic transition, then social transition, 
for example. According to a current model, 
economic modernization will �rstly bene�t 
�B���N�J�O�P�S�J�U�Z�
���U�I�F�O���G�B�W�P�S���M�J�C�F�S�B�U�J�O�H���W�B�M�V�F�T���X�I�J�D�I��
�X�J�M�M���F�W�F�O�U�V�B�M�M�Z���M�F�B�E���U�P���E�F�N�P�D�S�B�U�J�[�B�U�J�P�O�
���B�M�M���B�U��
di�erent rates of change. 

�-�F�U���T�� �U�B�L�F�� �D�P�S�S�V�Q�U�J�P�O�� �B�T�� �B�O�� �F�Y�B�N�Q�M�F����
Sociologists and economists sometimes 
distinguish between white corruption 
�	�D�P�O�T�J�E�F�S�F�E�� �O�P�S�N�B�M�� �J�O�� �B�� �H�J�W�F�O�� �T�P�D�J�F�U�Z�
�
�� �H�S�B�Z��
corruption (considered acceptable, and 
helpful to transition) and black corruption 
(considered unacceptable). This experience 
and these conceptions of corruption are 
changing signi�cantly in China today. 
�1�S�P�D�F�E�V�S�F�T�� �D�P�O�T�J�E�F�S�F�E�� �U�P�� �C�F�� �O�P�S�N�B�M�� �ö�W�F�� �P�S��
ten years ago are no longer acceptable today. 
�)�F�S�F�� �B�H�B�J�O�
�� �X�F�� �D�B�O�� �T�F�F�� �U�I�B�U�� �U�I�F�S�F�� �B�S�F�� �T�P�N�F��
�F�W�P�M�V�U�J�P�O�T�� �U�I�B�U�� �B�S�F�� �Q�S�P�C�B�C�M�Z�� �Q�P�T�J�U�J�W�F�� �B�O�E��
which lead to a modernization of the system.

�*�T���U�S�B�O�T�J�U�J�P�O���B���S�F�B�M�J�U�Z�
���P�S���J�T���J�U���S�B�U�I�F�S���B���E�F�C�B�U�F���U�I�B�U��
hides changes that are much less accepted 
�B�O�E���D�P�O�U�S�P�M�M�F�E� ���*�T���U�I�F�S�F���P�O�M�Z���P�O�F���P�S���B�S�F���U�I�F�S�F��
�N�B�O�Z���U�S�B�O�T�J�U�J�P�O�T� ���)�P�X���M�P�O�H���E�P�F�T���B���U�S�B�O�T�J�U�J�P�O��
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last? Does the concept of transition facilitate 
forecasts, predictions? Paradoxically, the 
�$�I�J�O�F�T�F���H�P�W�F�S�O�N�F�O�U���N�B�L�F�T���N�B�O�Z���G�P�V�S���Z�F�B�S��
�Q�M�B�O�T�
���ö�W�F���Z�F�B�S���Q�M�B�O�T�
���F�U�D���
���G�P�M�M�P�X�J�O�H���U�I�F���M�P�H�J�D��
of the planned economy which has been 
standard practice in China for decades, but 
hesitates to make forecasts and predictions 
concerning transition. Who are the principal 
�B�D�U�P�S�T���P�G���U�I�F���U�S�B�O�T�J�U�J�P�O� ���*�T���U�I�F���H�P�W�F�S�O�N�F�O�U���B�O��
actor of the transition or does it submit to it? 

�"�M�U�I�P�V�H�I���J�U���J�T���Q�P�T�T�J�C�M�F���U�P���T�Q�F�B�L���S�F�M�B�U�J�W�F�M�Z���G�S�F�F�M�Z��
�X�J�U�I���U�I�F���$�I�J�O�F�T�F���P�O���N�P�T�U���T�V�C�K�F�D�U�T�
���U�I�F���X�F�J�H�I�U��
�P�G���.�B�S�Y�J�T�U���X�P�S�E�T���B�O�E���E�J�T�D�P�V�S�T�F���J�T���T�U�J�M�M���I�F�B�W�Z���J�O��
�U�I�F�J�S���X�B�Z���P�G���S�F�Q�S�F�T�F�O�U�J�O�H���U�I�J�O�H�T���� �#�F�I�J�O�E���U�I�F��
appearances of modernity hide ideological 
�P�C�T�U�B�D�M�F�T�� �B�O�E�� �B�� �D�P�O�W�F�O�U�J�P�O�B�M�� �W�P�D�B�C�V�M�B�S�Z���� 
�*�O���B���X�B�Z�
���U�I�F���D�P�O�D�F�Q�U���P�G���U�S�B�O�T�J�U�J�P�O���J�T���T�V�ó�D�J�F�O�U��
in and of itself, without any consideration 
�P�S�� �B�D�U�J�P�O�� �Q�M�B�O���� �5�I�F�� �$�I�J�O�F�T�F�� �H�P�W�F�S�O�N�F�O�U�
��
�F�T�Q�F�D�J�B�M�M�Z�� �B�U�� �B�� �M�P�D�B�M�� �M�F�W�F�M�
�� �I�B�T�� �P�O�M�Z�� �M�J�N�J�U�F�E��
�S�P�P�N���G�P�S���N�B�O�F�V�W�F�S���B�O�E���P�G�U�F�O���J�O�U�F�S�W�F�O�F�T���P�O�M�Z��
to correct excesses, not as a true master of 
transition.

Thank you. 

Exchanges...

Stéphane Lagrée

�5�I�B�O�L���Z�P�V�
���/�J�D�P�M�B�T�
���G�P�S���U�I�J�T���J�O�U�F�S�W�F�O�U�J�P�O���X�I�J�D�I��
�H�J�W�F�T���V�T���B���G�S�B�N�F�X�P�S�L�
���X�I�J�D�I���W�B�S�J�F�T���C�F�U�X�F�F�O��
long and short timescales and re�ects on 
�U�I�F�N�F�T���B�T���E�J�W�F�S�T�F���B�T���U�I�F���F�N�Q�M�P�Z�N�F�O�U���N�B�S�L�F�U�
��
literature, family, marriage. We will now open 
�U�I�F���ø�P�P�S���U�P���R�V�F�T�U�J�P�O�T��

Jean-Pierre Cling, IRD-DIAL

�*�� �M�J�L�F�E�� �Z�P�V�S�� �Q�S�F�T�F�O�U�B�U�J�P�O�� �P�O�� �U�I�F�� �U�S�B�O�T�J�U�J�P�O��
�J�O�� �$�I�J�O�B�� �W�F�S�Z�� �N�V�D�I���� �0�C�W�J�P�V�T�M�Z�
�� �J�U�� �J�T�� �W�F�S�Z��
di�cult to compare a transition that occurred 

more than 2000 years ago with the present 
transition. For the �rst transition, you pointed 
out that it was not considered as such at the 
time, that instead it was considered to be a 
period of crisis, of political instability, of war. 
�5�I�B�U���C�F�J�O�H���T�B�J�E�
���X�F���T�U�J�M�M���I�B�W�F���U�I�F���J�N�Q�S�F�T�T�J�P�O��
that this does not really apply to what is 
happening now. The current transition is 
a�rmed, promoted, whereas 2000 years ago, 
it was not experienced as a shift from one state 
of being to another. Furthermore, the current 
transition is not really considered as a period of 
�D�S�J�T�J�T�����:�P�V���T�Q�P�L�F���B�C�P�V�U���U�I�F���P�M�E�F�S���H�F�O�F�S�B�U�J�P�O�T��
�B�O�E���U�I�F�J�S���O�P�T�U�B�M�H�J�B�
���C�V�U���P�W�F�S�B�M�M�
���J�U���I�B�T���C�F�F�O���B��
period of extremely rapid economic progress. 
Social di�culties are apparent, but it is also a 
period of great economic stability and peace 
�o�� �F�Y�D�F�Q�U�� �N�B�Z�C�F�� �J�O�� ���������� �B�O�E�� �U�I�F�� �F�W�F�O�U�T�� �P�G��
�5�J�B�O�B�O�N�F�O���4�R�V�B�S�F����

�4�F�D�P�O�E�� �Q�P�J�O�U���� �*���N�� �B�� �M�J�U�U�M�F�� �T�V�S�Q�S�J�T�F�E�� �C�Z�� �Z�P�V�S��
�Q�P�J�O�U�� �P�G�� �W�J�F�X�� �X�I�J�D�I�� �E�P�F�T�� �O�P�U�� �T�F�F�N�� �U�P�� �U�B�L�F��
�T�J�E�F�T���� �*�T�� �U�I�J�T�� �U�I�F�� �I�J�T�U�P�S�J�B�O���T�� �X�J�T�I�� �U�P�� �S�F�N�B�J�O��
distant? Finally, you did not allow yourself to 
�N�B�L�F���B�O�Z���D�P�N�Q�B�S�J�T�P�O���X�J�U�I���7�J���U���/�B�N�
���C�V�U���X�F��
could make numerous comparisons between 
�X�I�B�U�� �Z�P�V�� �I�B�W�F�� �E�F�T�D�S�J�C�F�E�� �B�O�E�� �X�I�B�U�� �X�F�� �B�S�F��
�O�P�X���M�J�W�J�O�H���U�I�S�P�V�H�I���J�O���U�I�J�T���D�P�V�O�U�S�Z����

Cristina Bellini, URDSE, Cambodia 

�:�P�V�� �T�F�F�N�� �U�P�� �T�B�Z�� �U�I�B�U�� �U�I�F�� �T�U�B�U�F�� �E�P�F�T�� �O�P�U��
�S�F�B�M�M�Z�� �I�B�W�F�� �D�P�O�U�S�P�M�� �P�G�� �U�I�J�T�� �U�S�B�O�T�J�U�J�P�O���� �8�J�U�I��
�B�� �H�P�W�F�S�O�N�F�O�U�� �B�T�� �D�F�O�U�S�B�M�J�[�F�E�� �B�T�� �$�I�J�O�B���T�
��
what are the mechanisms that initiate such 
important social and cultural transitions? 
�8�I�F�O�� �B�� �o�� �T�P�N�F�U�J�N�F�T�� �W�J�P�M�F�O�U�� �o�� �D�F�O�U�S�B�M�J�[�F�E��
transition is imposed, and then the source of 
authority potentially eases up, do we witness 
�B���S�F�H�S�F�T�T�J�P�O� ���8�I�P���J�T���B�D�U�J�W�F���J�O���U�S�B�O�T�J�U�J�P�O�
���X�I�P��
starts it, who wants it, can we impose it?
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Rodolphe De Koninck, Montreal University

�*�� �M�J�L�F�E�� �U�I�F�� �X�J�E�F�� �S�B�O�H�F�� �P�G�� �Z�P�V�S�� �S�F�N�B�S�L�T�� �W�F�S�Z��
�N�V�D�I���� �*�U�� �T�F�F�N�T�� �U�P�� �N�F�� �U�I�B�U�� �U�I�F�S�F�� �J�T�� �P�O�F��
thing you mentioned that merits deeper 
consideration. Could you discuss the reforms 
�U�I�B�U�� �C�F�H�B�O�� �J�O�� ���������� �J�O�� �S�F�M�B�U�J�P�O�� �U�P�� �U�I�F�� �P�ó�D�J�B�M��
launch of the modern Chinese agrarian 
transition, the appearance of new systems 
of responsibility in agriculture, accompanied 
in the years that followed by wide openings 
in economic, territorial and demographic 
terms?

Yves Perraudeau, Nantes University

�:�P�V�� �F�W�P�L�F�E�� �U�I�F�� �J�E�F�B�� �U�I�B�U�� �U�I�F�� �6�O�J�U�F�E�� �4�U�B�U�F�T��
�D�P�V�M�E�� �T�X�J�O�H�� �J�O�� �$�I�J�O�B���T�� �E�J�S�F�D�U�J�P�O���� �*�T�� �U�I�J�T�� �B��
�S�F�G�F�S�F�O�D�F�� �U�P�� �#�S�B�V�E�F�M���T�� �U�I�F�P�S�Z�
�� �U�I�F�� �T�I�J�G�U�T�� �P�G��
�U�I�F���X�P�S�M�E���F�D�P�O�P�N�Z�����J�T���J�U���P�O�M�Z���B���D�P�O�G�S�P�O�U�B�U�J�P�O��
between these two countries, or more 
generally a swing from the world of the 
Atlantic to the world of the Paci�c? 

Nicolas Zu�erey

�5�P�� �B�O�T�X�F�S�� �U�I�F�� �ö�S�T�U�� �R�V�F�T�U�J�P�O�� �D�P�O�D�F�S�O�J�O�H��
the comparison between the most 
ancient transition and the most recent, the 
�E�J�ò�F�S�F�O�D�F�T�� �B�S�F�� �P�C�W�J�P�V�T���� �*�O�� �D�P�N�Q�B�S�J�O�H�� �U�I�F�T�F��
�U�X�P�� �Q�F�S�J�P�E�T�
�� �*�� �X�P�V�M�E�� �M�J�L�F�� �U�P�� �F�N�Q�I�B�T�J�[�F�� �U�I�F��
position of two types of actors: those who 
�U�B�L�F���J�U���V�Q�P�O���U�I�F�N�T�F�M�W�F�T���U�P���Q�S�P�N�P�U�F���S�F�G�P�S�N�T��
and changes, and those who lag behind 
�B�O�E�� �B�S�F�� �W�J�D�U�J�N�T�� �P�G�� �U�I�F�T�F�� �D�I�B�O�H�F�T���� �&�W�F�O�� �J�G��
long-term reforms in ancient China were not 
experienced in the same manner as short-
term contemporary reforms, there are still 
�O�V�N�F�S�P�V�T�� �D�P�O�W�F�S�H�F�O�D�F�T�
�� �F�T�Q�F�D�J�B�M�M�Z�� �U�I�F�� �G�B�D�U��
that in both cases contemporaries sense 
�B�D�D�F�M�F�S�B�U�J�P�O���P�S���F�W�F�O���B���D�S�J�T�J�T�����.�B�O�Z���Q�F�P�Q�M�F���B�S�F��
�W�F�S�Z���Q�P�T�J�U�J�W�F���B�C�P�V�U���X�I�B�U���J�T���I�B�Q�Q�F�O�J�O�H���J�O���$�I�J�O�B��
today and rightly so, but in the rural areas, 
many problems are appearing and general 

�E�J�T�D�P�O�U�F�O�U�� �J�T�� �H�B�J�O�J�O�H�� �N�P�N�F�O�U�V�N���� �*�U�� �E�P�F�T�O���U��
manifest itself in a spectacular way, but since 
���������
���U�I�F�S�F���I�B�W�F���C�F�F�O���B�Q�Q�S�P�Y�J�N�B�U�F�M�Z���������
��������
social protests o�cially recorded each year. 
�8�F�� �P�C�T�F�S�W�F�� �B�� �E�J�T�T�B�U�J�T�G�B�D�U�J�P�O�� �X�I�J�D�I�� �J�T�� �E�F�F�Q�
��
but also paradoxical: most people recognize 
�U�I�B�U�� �U�I�F�J�S�� �T�U�B�O�E�B�S�E�� �P�G�� �M�J�W�J�O�H�� �I�B�T�� �J�N�Q�S�P�W�F�E�
��
�F�W�F�O�� �J�O�� �U�I�F�� �D�P�V�O�U�S�Z�T�J�E�F�
�� �C�V�U�� �U�I�F�� �E�J�T�Q�B�S�J�U�J�F�T�
��
�U�I�F���E�J�W�J�E�F�T�
���B�O�E���U�I�F���J�O�F�R�V�B�M�J�U�J�F�T���I�B�W�F���H�S�P�X�O��
�J�O�� �B�O�� �F�W�F�O�� �N�P�S�F�� �T�Q�F�D�U�B�D�V�M�B�S�� �G�B�T�I�J�P�O���� �4�J�O�D�F��
there are other new problems arising as well, 
�U�I�J�T�� �T�F�O�U�J�N�F�O�U�� �P�G�� �D�S�J�T�J�T�� �S�F�N�B�J�O�T�� �F�W�J�E�F�O�U�� �J�O��
rural areas. The same is true in urban areas, 
with migrant workers who represent tens of 
�N�J�M�M�J�P�O�T���P�G���Q�F�P�Q�M�F�����*�U���T���U�I�J�T���T�F�O�T�F���P�G���D�S�J�T�J�T�
���S�B�U�I�F�S��
�U�I�B�O���S�F�B�M���B�O�B�M�P�H�J�F�T�
���U�I�B�U���*���X�B�O�U�F�E���U�P���V�O�E�F�S�M�J�O�F��
in the comparison of these two transitions 
separated by more than 2 millennia. 

�$�P�O�D�F�S�O�J�O�H�� �N�Z�� �Q�F�S�T�P�O�B�M�� �Q�P�J�O�U�� �P�G�� �W�J�F�X�
�� �ö�S�T�U��
�P�G�� �B�M�M�
�� �W�F�S�Z�� �G�F�X�� �$�I�J�O�B�� �T�Q�F�D�J�B�M�J�T�U�T�� �X�P�V�M�E�� �S�J�T�L��
imagining what China will be like in 10, 15 
or 20 years. We did that in the 2000s, when 
the Pekingologists predicted the splintering 
of China. Today, we see a certain political 
�T�U�B�C�J�M�J�U�Z�����U�I�F���H�P�W�F�S�O�N�F�O�U���J�T���M�P�T�J�O�H���D�P�O�U�S�P�M���P�G��
certain areas, but keeps its hold on politics, 
the police and army. 

�$�P�O�D�F�S�O�J�O�H�� �U�I�F�� �H�P�W�F�S�O�N�F�O�U���T�� �D�P�O�U�S�P�M�� �P�W�F�S��
transition, it is clear that in the beginning, 
�J�O�� ���������
�� �B�� �D�F�S�U�B�J�O�� �O�V�N�C�F�S�� �P�G�� �Q�P�M�J�D�J�F�T�� �X�F�S�F��
decided upon, implemented and controlled. 
�#�V�U���J�O���U�I�F�����������T�
���X�F���S�F�B�M�M�Z���I�B�E���U�I�F���J�N�Q�S�F�T�T�J�P�O��
�U�I�B�U���U�I�F���H�P�W�F�S�O�N�F�O�U���X�B�T���M�P�T�J�O�H���J�U�T���J�O�ø�V�F�O�D�F�
��
�O�P�U�B�C�M�Z���J�O���U�I�F���Q�S�P�W�J�O�D�F�T���X�I�J�D�I���B�S�F���T�P�N�F�U�J�N�F�T��
managed pretty loosely. At one point, we 
found uno�cial tollbooths on the roads, 
tollbooths which allowed local administrations 
to �nance hospitals or schools because the 
�D�F�O�U�S�B�M���H�P�W�F�S�O�N�F�O�U���X�B�T���O�P���M�P�O�H�F�S���ö�O�B�O�D�J�O�H��
them. Since the 2000s, control has been 
�U�J�H�I�U�F�O�F�E�
�� �C�V�U�� �U�I�F�� �H�P�W�F�S�O�N�F�O�U�� �T�P�N�F�U�J�N�F�T��
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�B�Q�Q�F�B�S�T�� �P�W�F�S�X�I�F�M�N�F�E�� �B�O�E�� �I�B�T�� �E�J�ó�D�V�M�U�Z��
in dealing with many social problems.  
�)�V���+�J�O�U�B�P�
�� �U�I�F���$�I�J�O�F�T�F���Q�S�F�T�J�E�F�O�U�
�� �J�O�T�J�T�U�T���U�I�B�U��
�T�P�D�J�B�M�� �E�J�W�J�T�J�P�O�T�
�� �X�I�J�D�I�� �I�B�W�F�� �X�P�S�T�F�O�F�E�� �P�V�U��
�P�G�� �D�P�O�U�S�P�M�
�� �N�V�T�U�� �C�F�� �C�S�J�E�H�F�E���� �%�F�O�H�� �9�J�B�P�Q�J�O�H��
himself a�rms that part of the country 
should increase its wealth more rapidly, in 
�P�S�E�F�S�� �U�P�� �Q�V�M�M�� �U�I�F�� �S�F�T�U�� �B�M�P�O�H�� �J�O�� �J�U�T�� �X�B�L�F���� �#�V�U��
�i�U�I�F�� �S�F�T�U�w�� �G�P�M�M�P�X�� �N�V�D�I�� �U�P�P�� �T�M�P�X�M�Z�
�� �U�I�V�T�� �U�I�F��
�E�J�T�T�B�U�J�T�G�B�D�U�J�P�O�� �B�O�E�� �F�W�F�O�� �B�O�H�F�S���� �1�P�X�F�S�� �D�B�O��
be a�rmed with authority in many domains, 
�O�P�U�B�C�M�Z�� �U�I�F�� �Q�P�M�J�U�J�D�B�M�� �E�P�N�B�J�O���� �)�P�X�F�W�F�S�
�� �J�U�� �J�T��
di�cult for the state to stop certain practices: 
the return to patriarchy, important funerary 
rites, concubinage, etc. 

Concerning the relations between China 
�B�O�E�� �U�I�F�� �6�O�J�U�F�E�� �4�U�B�U�F�T�
�� �U�I�F�� �E�J�T�D�P�V�S�T�F�� �J�T��
�N�P�T�U�M�Z�� �W�F�S�Z�� �Q�P�M�J�U�J�D�B�M�� �B�O�E�� �O�B�U�J�P�O�B�M�J�T�U�J�D�� �J�O��
nature, and marked by a certain spirit of 
�W�F�O�H�F�B�O�D�F���� �5�I�F�� �$�I�J�O�F�T�F�� �B�S�F�� �W�F�S�Z�� �X�J�M�M�J�O�H�� �U�P��
�T�F�F�� �U�I�F�N�T�F�M�W�F�T�� �B�T�� �U�I�F�� �T�V�Q�F�S�Q�P�X�F�S�� �P�G�� �U�I�F��
�9�9�*st century. This nationalist temptation 
could become worrisome if Chinese growth 
peters out and social problems explode. The 
�H�P�W�F�S�O�N�F�O�U���D�P�V�M�E���C�F���U�F�N�Q�U�F�E���U�P���ö�O�E���T�P�N�F��
exterior scapegoats. China could face other 
serious problems, notably ecological ones. 
Presently, we consider that 30% to 40% of the 
population has access to clean drinking water. 
Will China �nd itself in the position that it 
deems rightful, that is, globally pre-eminent? 
�*�O�� �U�I�F�� �9�7�*�*�*th century, China produced one 
�R�V�B�S�U�F�S�� �P�G�� �H�M�P�C�B�M�� �Q�S�P�E�V�D�U�J�P�O���� �U�I�F�� �D�P�V�O�U�S�Z�� �J�T��
�P�O���U�I�F���W�F�S�H�F���P�G���S�F�B�D�I�J�O�H���U�I�J�T���M�F�W�F�M���B�H�B�J�O���B�O�E��
�P�V�U���Q�S�P�E�V�D�J�O�H�� �U�I�F�� �6�O�J�U�F�E�� �4�U�B�U�F�T�� �C�Z�� �B�� �G�B�D�U�P�S��
of 2 to 1.

Francois Roubaud, IRD-DIAL

Thank you for this fascinating exposé treated 
�X�J�U�I�� �U�I�F�� �I�J�O�E�T�J�H�I�U�� �P�G�� �I�J�T�U�P�S�Z���� �:�P�V�� �I�B�W�F��

�N�F�O�U�J�P�O�F�E���T�F�W�F�S�B�M���U�J�N�F�T�
���B�T���B���Q�P�T�J�U�J�W�F���Q�P�J�O�U�
��
the desire of the Party to draw on better 
�U�S�B�J�O�F�E�� �F�M�J�U�F�T���� �5�I�J�T�� �W�J�T�J�P�O�� �J�T�� �N�B�Z�C�F�� �O�P�U�� �B�T��
�T�J�N�Q�M�F���B�T���U�I�B�U�����*�O���7�J���U���/�B�N�
���X�F���T�F�F���U�I�B�U���M�F�T�T�F�S��
�U�S�B�J�O�F�E�� �N�F�N�C�F�S�T�� �P�G�� �U�I�F�� �F�M�J�U�F�� �I�B�W�F�� �N�B�E�F��
�H�P�P�E�� �E�F�D�J�T�J�P�O�T�� �J�O�� �U�I�F�� �Q�B�T�U�� �G�F�X�� �Z�F�B�S�T���� �*�G�� �Z�P�V��
take Latin America as an example, the success 
of the políticos demócratas�� �E�J�E�� �O�P�U�� �I�B�W�F�� �U�I�F��
expected e�ect, in particular on corruption. 

�8�I�B�U���*���ö�O�E���S�F�W�F�B�M�J�O�H���J�O���U�I�F���E�F�C�B�U�F���C�F�U�X�F�F�O��
�Z�P�V�� �B�O�E�� �+�F�B�O���1�J�F�S�S�F�� �$�M�J�O�H�� �J�T�� �U�I�F�� �D�P�O�U�S�B�T�U��
�C�F�U�X�F�F�O�� �B�� �S�B�U�I�F�S�� �Q�P�T�J�U�J�W�F�� �N�B�D�S�P���F�D�P�O�P�N�J�D��
�W�J�T�J�P�O���B�O�E���B���N�P�S�F���Q�F�T�T�J�N�J�T�U�J�D���T�P�D�J�P�M�P�H�J�D�B�M���B�O�E��
�B�O�U�I�S�P�Q�P�M�P�H�J�D�B�M�� �W�J�T�J�P�O�
�� �G�P�D�V�T�F�E�� �P�O�� �D�P�O�ø�J�D�U�T���� 
�*���U�I�J�O�L���U�I�B�U���J�O���U�I�F���D�B�T�F���P�G���$�I�J�O�B�
���X�F���B�S�F���N�P�S�F��
ready to accept the existence of a problem in 
�U�I�B�U���U�I�F�S�F���J�T���B���S�F�B�M���S�J�T�F���J�O���J�O�F�R�V�B�M�J�U�Z���N�F�B�T�V�S�F�E��
�B�U�� �U�I�F�� �N�B�D�S�P�� �M�F�W�F�M���� �0�O�� �U�I�F�� �P�U�I�F�S�� �I�B�O�E�
�� �J�O�� 
�7�J���U���/�B�N�
���U�I�F���J�O�F�R�V�B�M�J�U�J�F�T���I�B�W�F���O�P�U���J�O�D�S�F�B�T�F�E��
as in China. The fact that you base your 
arguments on social protests does not seem 
to me to be truly signi�cant: social protest 
does not only signify that a situation is 
deteriorating, but that the aspirations of the 
populations are rising. We see that in a period 
�P�G���S�F�B�M�
���T�F�W�F�S�F���D�S�J�T�J�T�
���B�O�E���P�G���F�D�P�O�P�N�J�D���E�F�D�M�J�O�F�
��
people are crushed by the situation and social 
�N�P�W�F�N�F�O�U�T���I�B�W�F���B���U�F�O�E�F�O�D�Z���U�P���E�J�N�J�O�J�T�I�
���B�O�E��
the unions shrink. 

�.�P�S�F�� �C�S�P�B�E�M�Z�� �P�O�� �U�I�F�� �I�J�T�U�P�S�J�D�B�M�� �Q�F�S�T�Q�F�D�U�J�W�F�
�� 
�*���B�N���J�O�U�S�J�H�V�F�E���C�Z���U�I�F���D�P�N�Q�B�S�J�T�P�O���C�F�U�X�F�F�O���B��
�U�S�B�O�T�J�U�J�P�O���U�I�B�U���U�P�P�L���Q�M�B�D�F���P�W�F�S���G�P�V�S���D�F�O�U�V�S�J�F�T��
�B�O�E�� �B�� �U�S�B�O�T�J�U�J�P�O�� �U�B�L�J�O�H�� �Q�M�B�D�F�� �P�W�F�S�� �P�O�M�Z�� �B��
�G�F�X�� �E�F�D�B�E�F�T���� �E�P�� �X�F�� �I�B�W�F�� �B�O�� �B�D�D�F�M�F�S�B�U�J�P�O��
of history, or is this the short-sightedness of 
the contemporary period? From your point 
�P�G�� �W�J�F�X�� �B�T�� �B�O�� �I�J�T�U�P�S�J�B�O�
�� �B�S�F�� �U�I�F�S�F�� �U�S�B�O�T�J�U�J�P�O�T��
which were not experienced as such in real 
time, and which were reconstructed ex post 
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as transitions? On the other hand, are there 
false transitions, which were experienced 
as such in real time by contemporaries, 
and which with historical hindsight were 
completely forgotten and are not considered 
as transitions today? 

Virginie Diaz, AFD Paris

Since these conferences are dedicated 
to scienti�c output but also to the 
�J�N�Q�M�F�N�F�O�U�B�U�J�P�O���P�G���J�E�F�B�T�
���*���X�P�V�M�E���M�J�L�F���U�P���D�P�N�F��
back to the methodology that you adopted as 
�B�O���I�J�T�U�P�S�J�B�O���U�P���T�V�Q�Q�P�S�U���Z�P�V�S���S�F�N�B�S�L�T�����O�P�U�B�C�M�Z��
to know more about how easy it was to 
�H�B�J�O���B�D�D�F�T�T���U�P���U�I�F���T�P�V�S�D�F�T���Z�P�V���V�T�F���	�B�S�D�I�J�W�F�T�
��
contemporary accounts, etc.).

Didier Orange, IRD

�)�P�X�� �U�P�� �E�F�T�D�S�J�C�F�� �P�S�� �S�F�D�P�H�O�J�[�F�� �B�� �U�S�B�O�T�J�U�J�P�O� ��
�&�B�D�I���B�D�U�P�S���P�S���Q�F�S�T�P�O���E�P�F�T���O�P�U���I�B�W�F���U�I�F���T�F�O�T�F��
�P�G���M�J�W�J�O�H���U�I�S�P�V�H�I���B���U�S�B�O�T�J�U�J�P�O�����%�P�F�T���B���T�P�D�J�F�U�Z��
�I�B�W�F�� �B�O�� �J�O�J�U�J�B�M�� �T�U�B�U�F� �� �"�U�� �T�P�N�F�� �N�P�N�F�O�U�
�� �J�T�O���U��
there a desire to de�ne and to explain a 
�U�S�B�O�T�J�U�J�P�O� �� �*�� �X�P�V�M�E�� �Q�S�F�G�F�S�� �U�P�� �V�T�F�� �U�I�F�� �U�F�S�N�T��
�i�N�P�W�F�N�F�O�U�w�� �P�S�� �i�E�Z�O�B�N�J�D�w�
�� �X�I�J�D�I�� �B�S�F�� �U�F�S�N�T��
�U�I�B�U�� �X�F�� �P�G�U�F�O�� �V�T�F�� �J�O�� �Q�I�Z�T�J�D�T���� �J�T�O���U�� �U�I�F�S�F�� �B��
notion more religious than political in the 
concept of transition? 

Bernard Formoso, West Paris Univerity 
- Nanterre

�*���X�B�T���X�P�O�E�F�S�J�O�H���B�C�P�V�U���I�P�X���U�P���Q�V�U���U�I�F�T�F���U�X�P��
�U�S�B�O�T�J�U�J�P�O�T�� �J�O�U�P�� �Q�F�S�T�Q�F�D�U�J�W�F�� �B�O�E�� �D�P�N�Q�B�S�F��
�U�I�F�N�����*�O���U�I�F���ö�S�T�U���U�S�B�O�T�J�U�J�P�O���X�I�J�D�I���U�P�P�L���Q�M�B�D�F��
2000 years ago, there is a transition in the sense 
that there is a shift from one political system 
to another, which was triggered by political 
�B�O�E���E�F�N�P�H�S�B�Q�I�J�D���G�B�D�U�P�S�T�����*�O���U�I�F���Q�S�F�T�F�O�U���D�B�T�F�
��
does the notion of transition make sense?  
�"���Q�P�M�J�U�J�D�B�M���S�F�H�J�N�F���U�B�L�F�T���U�I�F���J�O�J�U�J�B�U�J�W�F���U�P�X�B�S�E�T��

�F�D�P�O�P�N�J�D���M�J�C�F�S�B�M�J�[�B�U�J�P�O�
���C�V�U���J�T�O���U���U�I�J�T���B���N�V�D�I��
wider phenomenon integrated in the global 
�F�W�P�M�V�U�J�P�O�� �P�G�� �U�I�F�� �X�P�S�M�E�� �F�D�P�O�P�N�Z� �� �4�P�� �J�T�� �J�U��
�Q�P�T�T�J�C�M�F���U�P���F�O�E���V�Q���X�J�U�I���B���T�U�B�C�J�M�J�T�F�E���W�F�S�T�J�P�O��
�P�G���U�I�F���T�Z�T�U�F�N�����J�T�O���U���U�I�J�T���B�O���P�Q�F�O���Q�S�P�D�F�T�T���U�I�B�U��
�X�J�M�M�� �S�F�N�B�J�O�� �P�Q�F�O� �� �5�I�F�� �T�B�N�F�� �R�V�F�T�U�J�P�O�� �D�B�O��
�C�F���B�T�L�F�E���P�G���X�F�T�U�F�S�O���D�P�V�O�U�S�J�F�T�����*���U�I�J�O�L���U�I�B�U���J�U��
�J�T���Q�P�T�T�J�C�M�F���U�I�F�S�F���U�P���I�B�W�F���B���U�S�B�O�T�J�U�J�P�O���P�G���P�O�F��
political system to another, as during the �rst 
Chinese transition, but today, this concept 
of a third transition seems to me to be  
a rhetorical idea. 

Lê Th� V�ng, VASS

�5�X�P�� �G�V�O�E�B�N�F�O�U�B�M�� �W�B�M�V�F�T�� �J�O�� �$�I�J�O�B�� �B�S�F�� �V�O�J�U�Z��
and discipline. Do you think that there is a 
�M�J�O�L�� �C�F�U�X�F�F�O�� �U�I�F�� �E�F�T�J�S�F�� �P�G�� �U�I�F�� �H�P�W�F�S�O�N�F�O�U��
�U�P���J�S�P�O���P�V�U���F�U�I�O�J�D���E�J�W�F�S�T�J�U�Z���B�O�E���U�I�F���W�J�D�U�J�N�T���P�G��
this contemporary transition?

Nicolas Zu�erey

�*���B�H�S�F�F���X�J�U�I���N�P�T�U���P�G���'�S�B�O�Î�P�J�T���T���Q�P�J�O�U�T���P�O���U�I�F��
�F�M�J�U�F�T�
���C�V�U���*���X�P�V�M�E���M�J�L�F���U�P���B�E�E���B���O�V�B�O�D�F�����*�O�E�F�F�E�
��
traditional elites in the Chinese Communist 
Party had a certain ideal, in which the people 
�S�F�D�P�H�O�J�[�F�E�� �U�I�F�N�T�F�M�W�F�T�� �G�B�J�S�M�Z�� �X�F�M�M�
�� �F�W�F�O�� �J�G��
�D�P�S�S�V�Q�U�J�P�O���X�B�T���S�B�N�Q�B�O�U�����*�O���U�I�F�����������T�
���P�O���U�I�F��
contrary, one had the feeling that the elites 
were also corrupt and that they neglected 
�U�I�F�T�F�� �W�B�M�V�F�T���� �5�P�E�B�Z�
�� �U�I�F�S�F�� �J�T�� �B�� �S�F�B�ó�S�N�B�U�J�P�O��
�P�G���W�B�M�V�F�T���T�V�D�I���B�T���T�P�D�J�B�M���T�P�M�J�E�B�S�J�U�Z���	�T�P�N�F�U�J�N�F�T��
a little rhetorical) in the discourse, and the 
appearance of o�cials who are competent 
�J�O�� �Q�V�S�F�� �F�D�P�O�P�N�J�D�T�
�� �ö�O�B�O�D�F�
�� �F�U�D���
�� �F�W�F�O�� �J�G�� �U�I�F��
population sees them as highly educated 
technocrats who neglect the public interest.

Concerning potential transitions that were 
not experienced as such by the population, 
�U�I�F���T�F�D�P�O�E���H�S�F�B�U���$�I�J�O�F�T�F���U�S�B�O�T�J�U�J�P�O���U�I�B�U���*���K�V�T�U��
mentioned – the Song Period, sometimes 
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�D�B�M�M�F�E���U�I�F���$�I�J�O�F�T�F���3�F�O�B�J�T�T�B�O�D�F���o���J�T���S�F�W�F�B�M�J�O�H����
during this period, large cities emerged and 
�Q�S�J�O�U�J�O�H���X�B�T���E�F�W�F�M�P�Q�F�E�
���X�I�J�D�I���G�B�D�J�M�J�U�B�U�F�E���U�I�F��
dissemination of culture. The actors of the 
time did not consider this to be a time of crisis 
or transition, partially because these changes 
�X�F�S�F�� �O�P�U�� �J�O�U�F�H�S�B�U�F�E�� �J�O�U�P�� �B�O�� �P�W�F�S�B�S�D�I�J�O�H��
�E�F�C�B�U�F�� �P�O�� �F�D�P�O�P�N�J�D�� �D�I�B�O�H�F���� �/�F�W�F�S�U�I�F�M�F�T�T�
��
�I�J�T�U�P�S�J�B�O�T�� �D�P�O�T�J�E�F�S�� �U�I�J�T�� �Q�F�S�J�P�E�� �B�T�� �B�� �N�B�K�P�S��
transition.

Concerning the methodology, in history, we 
try to combat the idea that there is only one 
modernity, that of the West. There are forms 
of pre-modernity and modernity in societies 
other than western societies, such as in 
�5�P�L�V�H�B�X�B���Q�F�S�J�P�E���+�B�Q�B�O���X�I�J�D�I���J�N�Q�M�F�N�F�O�U�F�E��
�S�F�M�B�U�J�W�F�M�Z�� �P�Q�F�O�� �F�D�P�O�P�N�J�D�� �B�O�E�� �F�E�V�D�B�U�J�P�O�B�M��
systems. We speak more and more about 
�i�Q�S�F���N�P�E�F�S�O�J�U�Z�w�� �G�P�S�� �D�F�S�U�B�J�O�� �B�O�D�J�F�O�U�� �F�S�B�T�
�� �G�P�S��
�F�Y�B�N�Q�M�F���U�P���E�F�T�D�S�J�C�F���U�I�F���4�P�O�H���E�Z�O�B�T�U�Z���U�I�B�U���*��
�K�V�T�U���T�Q�P�L�F���B�C�P�V�U����

�*�O���S�F�H�B�S�E�T���U�P���T�P�V�S�D�F�T�
���*���N�P�T�U�M�Z���V�T�F�E���E�Z�O�B�T�U�J�D��
histories, the writings of ancient thinkers, as 
well as some �ctional texts (still rare at the 
time). For the contemporary era, popular 
�M�J�U�F�S�B�U�V�S�F�
�� �O�P�U�B�C�M�Z�� �O�P�W�F�M�T�� �B�C�P�V�U�� �T�P�D�J�B�M�� �J�T�T�V�F�T��
�B�O�E���O�P�W�F�M�T���C�Z���D�J�W�J�M���T�F�S�W�B�O�U�T�
���B�S�F���J�O�U�F�S�F�T�U�J�O�H���U�P��
�N�F���� �U�I�F�Z�� �S�F�W�F�B�M�� �T�P�N�F�� �S�F�G�P�S�N�T�� �P�S�� �F�W�P�M�V�U�J�P�O�T��
�J�O���U�I�F���Q�S�P�W�J�O�D�F�T���B�O�E���W�J�M�M�B�H�F�T���G�S�P�N���U�I�F���J�O�T�J�E�F����
�5�I�F�T�F�� �X�S�J�U�J�O�H�T�� �I�B�W�F�� �B�� �T�P�D�J�P�M�P�H�J�D�B�M�� �W�B�M�V�F�
�� �P�O��
�U�I�F�� �T�B�N�F�� �M�F�W�F�M�� �B�T�� �J�O�U�F�S�W�J�F�X�T�� �P�S�� �ö�F�M�E�� �T�U�V�E�J�F�T��
which are still di�cult to carry out in China. 
Often, sociologists do not read Chinese and 
therefore cannot use these sources which are 
rich in material not found in the press, because 
of a stricter censorship: it seems important to 
me to decompartmentalize the disciplines 
�B�O�E�� �V�T�F�� �i�M�J�U�F�S�B�S�Z�w�� �N�B�U�F�S�J�B�M�
�� �G�P�S�� �F�Y�B�N�Q�M�F�
�� �G�P�S��
sociological study.

�)�P�X���U�P���S�F�D�P�H�O�J�[�F���B���U�S�B�O�T�J�U�J�P�O� ���*�T���$�I�J�O�B���H�P�J�O�H��
through transition today? The term is often 
�P�W�F�S���V�T�F�E�����0�O���U�I�F���T�P�D�J�B�M���B�O�E���F�D�P�O�P�N�J�D���M�F�W�F�M�
��
�F�W�F�S�Z�U�I�J�O�H�� �J�T�� �Q�F�S�Q�F�U�V�B�M�M�Z�� �F�W�P�M�W�J�O�H���� �X�F�� �M�J�W�F��
�J�O�� �P�Q�F�O�� �T�Z�T�U�F�N�T�� �X�I�J�D�I�� �B�S�F�� �O�P�U�� �W�F�S�Z�� �T�U�B�C�M�F����
Chinese authorities use the speci�c term 
transition abundantly in order to show and 
con�rm their dynamic orientation, but this is 
not necessarily under control.

Christophe Gironde, Institut Universitaire 
d’Etudes du Développement (IHEID)

�*���I�B�W�F���B���R�V�F�T�U�J�P�O���B�C�P�V�U���U�I�F���S�F�G�F�S�F�O�D�F���T�Z�T�U�F�N�
��
�U�I�F���Q�P�J�O�U���P�G���E�F�Q�B�S�U�V�S�F�����*�O���$�I�J�O�B�
���X�I�B�U���J�T���U�I�F��
�F�ò�F�D�U�J�W�F�O�F�T�T�
�� �U�I�F�� �S�F�B�M�J�U�Z�� �P�G�� �U�I�F�� �S�F�G�F�S�F�O�D�F��
system that we describe as socialist?  
�.�Z�� �R�V�F�T�U�J�P�O�� �J�T�� �J�O�T�Q�J�S�F�E�� �C�Z�� �U�I�F�� �7�J�F�U�O�B�N�F�T�F��
case: we know today that the reference 
�T�Z�T�U�F�N�� �o�� �D�P�M�M�F�D�U�J�W�J�[�B�U�J�P�O�
�� �D�P�P�Q�F�S�B�U�J�W�F�T�
��
production brigades, etc. – was not that 
�S�P�C�V�T�U�����5�P�E�B�Z�� �X�F�� �U�B�M�L�� �B�C�P�V�U���i�D�P�P�Q�F�S�B�U�J�W�F�� �P�O��
�Q�B�Q�F�S�w���P�S���B�C�P�V�U���i�J�O�D�P�N�Q�M�F�U�F���D�P�M�M�F�D�U�J�W�J�[�B�U�J�P�O�w����
Finally, analyzing the reference situation 
�B�M�M�P�X�T���V�T���U�P���V�O�E�F�S�T�U�B�O�E���U�I�F���U�S�B�O�T�J�U�J�P�O�����*�O���U�I�F��
case of agricultural transition, it was facilitated 
�J�O�� �U�I�B�U�� �U�I�F�� �D�P�M�M�F�D�U�J�W�J�T�U�� �T�Z�T�U�F�N�� �X�B�T�� �H�S�F�B�U�M�Z��
disturbed and corrupted by an economy 
�U�I�B�U���X�B�T���O�P�U���D�P�M�M�F�D�U�J�W�J�T�U�
���X�I�J�D�I���M�F�E���U�P���B���Q�S�F�U�U�Z��
�i�F�B�T�Z�w���U�S�B�O�T�J�U�J�P�O����

Martine Segalen, West Paris University 
- Nanterre

�:�P�V�� �I�B�W�F�� �V�T�F�E�� �U�F�S�N�T�� �T�V�D�I�� �B�T�� �U�S�B�O�T�J�U�J�P�O�
��
transformation, crisis or progress. When we 
�D�P�O�T�J�E�F�S�� �I�P�X�� �J�N�Q�P�S�U�B�O�U�� �H�F�O�E�F�S�� �F�R�V�B�M�J�U�Z��
�B�O�E�� �J�N�Q�S�P�W�F�E�� �D�P�O�E�J�U�J�P�O�T�� �G�P�S�� �X�P�N�F�O�� �B�S�F��
�G�P�S�� �.�B�S�Y�J�T�U�� �J�E�F�P�M�P�H�J�T�U�T�� �o�� �*�� �B�N�� �U�I�J�O�L�J�O�H�� �G�P�S��
�F�Y�B�N�Q�M�F�� �P�G�� �U�I�F�� �ö�S�T�U�� �4�P�W�J�F�U�� �T�U�B�U�F�� �M�B�X�T�� �o�
 
�E�P�F�T�O���U�� �U�I�J�T�� �F�D�P�O�P�N�J�D�� �N�P�E�F�S�O�J�[�B�U�J�P�O�� �B�O�E��
�S�F�M�B�U�J�W�F�� �Q�P�M�J�U�J�D�B�M�� �E�F�N�P�D�S�B�U�J�[�B�U�J�P�O�� �S�F�Q�S�F�T�F�O�U��
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�B�� �S�F�H�S�F�T�T�J�P�O�� �G�P�S�� �X�P�N�F�O���T�� �D�P�O�E�J�U�J�P�O�T�� �J�O��
contemporary society?

Nicolas Zu�erey

China is still o�cially in search of a “Chinese 
�1�B�U�I�� �P�G�� �4�P�D�J�B�M�J�T�N�w���� �8�I�B�U�� �B�S�F�� �U�I�F�T�F�� �X�P�S�E�T��
hiding? Western interpreters often see, in 
�U�I�F�� �O�P�U�J�P�O�� �P�G�� �i�$�I�J�O�F�T�F�� �4�P�D�J�B�M�J�T�N�w�
�� �B�� �X�B�Z�� �P�G��
hiding state capitalism. Presently, the model 
�D�P�O�U�B�J�O�T���N�B�O�Z���B�T�Q�F�D�U�T���X�I�J�D�I���S�F�W�F�B�M���V�O�P�ó�D�J�B�M��
capitalism and state capitalism, instead of 
socialism. Many debates are held on this 
�F�Y�U�S�F�N�F�M�Z���T�F�O�T�J�U�J�W�F���T�V�C�K�F�D�U�����T�P�N�F���I�B�W�F���F�W�F�O��
wanted to rename a Party that no longer 
�T�F�F�N�T���W�F�S�Z���D�P�N�N�V�O�J�T�U����

�$�I�J�O�B���J�T���G�B�S���C�F�I�J�O�E���U�I�F���6�O�J�U�F�E���4�U�B�U�F�T���J�O���U�F�S�N�T��
�P�G�� �D�V�M�U�V�S�B�M�� �J�O�ø�V�F�O�D�F�
�� �D�P�O�U�S�B�S�Z�� �U�P�� �+�B�Q�B�O�� �P�S��
�,�P�S�F�B���X�I�J�D�I���I�B�W�F���B���T�J�H�O�J�ö�D�B�O�U���J�O�ø�V�F�O�D�F���P�O��
the West – which we can see by the example 
�P�G�� �+�B�Q�B�O�F�T�F�� �N�B�O�H�B�T���� �$�I�J�O�B�� �J�T�� �D�P�O�T�D�J�P�V�T�� �P�G��
�J�U�T�� �V�O�B�U�U�S�B�D�U�J�W�F�O�F�T�T�� �X�I�J�D�I�� �D�B�O�� �S�F�T�V�M�U�� �G�S�P�N��
the bad impression left by the Chinese 
�H�P�W�F�S�O�N�F�O�U���� �5�I�F�� �$�P�O�G�V�D�J�V�T�� �*�O�T�U�J�U�V�U�F�T�� �U�I�B�U��
are being set up now will certainly not help 
�U�I�F���T�J�U�V�B�U�J�P�O�
���H�J�W�F�O���U�I�B�U���U�I�F�Z���B�S�F���J�O�T�U�S�V�N�F�O�U�T��
�P�G�� �i�T�P�G�U�� �Q�P�X�F�S�w�� �J�O�U�J�N�B�U�F�M�Z�� �M�J�O�L�F�E�� �U�P�� �U�I�F��
�H�P�W�F�S�O�N�F�O�U��

�5�I�F�� �$�I�J�O�F�T�F�� �D�P�M�M�F�D�U�J�W�J�[�B�U�J�P�O�� �T�Z�T�U�F�N�� �X�B�T��
�T�P�N�F�X�I�B�U���S�J�H�J�E���B�O�E���H�F�O�F�S�B�M�J�[�F�E�����.�P�W�F�N�F�O�U�T��
�T�V�D�I�� �B�T�� �U�I�F�� �$�V�M�U�V�S�B�M�� �3�F�W�P�M�V�U�J�P�O�� �T�V�D�D�F�F�E�F�E��

�J�O���F�ò�F�D�U�J�W�F�M�Z���F�S�B�E�J�D�B�U�J�O�H���B�M�M���Q�S�J�W�B�U�F���Q�S�P�Q�F�S�U�Z����
The Chinese communist party, unlike its 
Vietnamese counterpart, sometimes took the 
�J�O�J�U�J�B�U�J�W�F�� �P�G�� �W�F�S�Z�� �W�J�P�M�F�O�U�� �N�P�W�F�N�F�O�U�T�� �B�H�B�J�O�T�U��
�U�I�F���i�G�F�V�E�B�M�w���T�Z�T�U�F�N�����5�I�F���S�F�T�F�O�U�N�F�O�U���P�G���B���Q�B�S�U��
of the population toward the party stems 
�G�S�P�N�� �U�I�F�T�F�� �N�B�K�P�S�� �N�P�W�F�N�F�O�U�T���� �'�S�P�N�� �U�I�J�T��
�Q�P�J�O�U���P�G���W�J�F�X�
���U�I�F���S�F�G�F�S�F�O�D�F���T�Z�T�U�F�N���X�B�T���X�F�M�M��
in place. 

�$�P�O�D�F�S�O�J�O�H�� �X�P�N�F�O�
�� �G�S�P�N�� ���������
�� �U�I�F�S�F�� �I�B�W�F��
�C�F�F�O�� �D�P�O�T�J�E�F�S�B�C�M�F�� �B�E�W�B�O�D�F�T���� �X�J�U�I�J�O�� �B�� �G�F�X��
years, Chinese women were granted many 
rights and had new access to professions 
�U�I�B�U�� �X�F�S�F�� �Q�S�F�W�J�P�V�T�M�Z�� �S�F�T�F�S�W�F�E�� �G�P�S�� �N�F�O����
Today, in certain regions, we are witnessing a 
�S�F�H�S�F�T�T�J�P�O�
���F�T�Q�F�D�J�B�M�M�Z���J�O���S�V�S�B�M���B�S�F�B�T�����*�O���H�F�O�F�S�B�M�
��
less well educated communities will more 
readily experience a return to more patriarchal 
forms of family organization, which are less 
�G�B�W�P�S�B�C�M�F���U�P���X�P�N�F�O��

Reading (tamdaoconf.com)

	 �i�$�I�J�O�B���T�� �'�V�[�[�Z�� �5�S�B�O�T�J�U�J�P�O���� �-�F�O�J�O�J�T�N�� �U�P��
�1�P�T�U���-�F�O�J�O�J�T�N�w�
�� �4�U�F�W�F�O�� �*���� �-�F�W�J�O�F�
��The China 
Quarterly�
�� �/�P���� �������
�� �4�Q�F�D�J�B�M�� �*�T�T�V�F���� �(�S�F�B�U�F�S��
�$�I�J�O�B���	�%�F�D���
�����������
�
���Q�Q�������������������
���$�B�N�C�S�J�E�H�F��
�6�O�J�W�F�S�T�J�U�Z���1�S�F�T�T���P�O���C�F�I�B�M�G���P�G���U�I�F���4�D�I�P�P�M���P�G��
Oriental and African Studies.
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(Re-transcription)

�*���B�N���W�F�S�Z���I�B�Q�Q�Z���U�P���C�F���I�F�S�F���X�J�U�I���Z�P�V���G�P�S���U�I�F��
Summer School Week, but also happy to be 
�J�O���7�J���U�� �/�B�N�����5�I�J�T�� �J�T�� �Q�F�S�I�B�Q�T�� �N�Z�� �G�P�S�U�J�F�U�I�� �U�S�J�Q��
�U�P���U�I�J�T���D�P�V�O�U�S�Z���J�O���F�J�H�I�U�F�F�O���Z�F�B�S�T�����*�U���D�I�B�O�H�F�T��
�W�F�S�Z���R�V�J�D�L�M�Z�
���C�V�U���U�I�F���U�S�B�O�T�G�P�S�N�B�U�J�P�O�T���B�D�U�V�B�M�M�Z��
come about at the same speed as in the rest 
of Southeast Asia.

�.�Z���P�C�K�F�D�U�J�W�F���J�T���U�P���D�P�O�D�F�O�U�S�B�U�F���P�O���P�O�F���U�Z�Q�F��
of transformation: the agrarian transition, in 
particular the one taking place throughout 
Southeast Asia.[4] My presentation is made 
�P�G�� �U�I�S�F�F�� �N�B�K�P�S�� �Q�B�S�U�T���� �'�J�S�T�U�
�� �*�� �X�J�M�M�� �N�B�L�F��
some remarks on the agrarian transition, 
referring to its accepted de�nitions and 
�J�U�T�� �N�B�J�O�� �F�M�F�N�F�O�U�T���� �*�� �X�J�M�M�� �U�I�F�O�� �E�F�T�D�S�J�C�F��
the characteristics of the Southeast Asian 
�B�H�S�B�S�J�B�O���U�S�B�O�T�J�U�J�P�O�
���J�O���Q�B�S�U�J�D�V�M�B�S���P�W�F�S���U�I�F���M�B�T�U��
�ö�G�U�Z�� �Z�F�B�S�T���� �'�J�O�B�M�M�Z�
�� �*�� �X�J�M�M�� �Q�S�F�T�F�O�U�� �B�� �S�F�T�F�B�S�D�I��
�Q�S�P�K�F�D�U�
�� �G�P�S�� �X�I�J�D�I�� �*�� �I�B�W�F�� �C�F�F�O�� �S�F�T�Q�P�O�T�J�C�M�F��
for nearly six years, which touches on the 
agrarian transition in Southeast Asia and 
�J�O�W�P�M�W�F�T�� �S�F�T�F�B�S�D�I�F�S�T�� �G�S�P�N�� �T�P�N�F�� �U�X�F�O�U�Z��
�V�O�J�W�F�S�T�J�U�J�F�T�� �X�P�S�M�E�X�J�E�F�
�� �J�O�D�M�V�E�J�O�H�� �T�P�N�F��
eighty PhD students.

1.2.1. What is the Agrarian 
Transition? 

To a large extent, the history of agriculture 
�D�B�O���C�F���Q�F�S�D�F�J�W�F�E���B�T���B���S�F�ø�F�D�U�J�P�O���P�G���U�I�F���I�J�T�U�P�S�Z��
of humanity. Since its origins, agriculture has 
been in constant change in response to 
�N�V�M�U�J�Q�M�F�� �I�V�N�B�O�� �S�F�R�V�J�S�F�N�F�O�U�T���� �*�U�� �I�B�T�� �H�P�O�F��
through many adaptations concerning the 
�V�T�F���P�G���T�F�F�E�T�
���D�V�U�U�J�O�H�T�
���G�F�S�U�J�M�J�[�F�S���P�S���J�S�S�J�H�B�U�J�P�O���� 
it has thus been and remains a constant source 
�P�G���J�O�O�P�W�B�U�J�P�O���B�O�E���J�O�W�F�O�U�J�P�O�����'�S�F�R�V�F�O�U�M�Z�
���U�I�F��
search for solutions to agricultural problems 
�I�B�T���M�F�E���U�P���G�V�O�E�B�N�F�O�U�B�M���T�D�J�F�O�U�J�ö�D���E�J�T�D�P�W�F�S�J�F�T����
�4�P���U�I�F�S�F���J�T���B���W�F�S�Z���D�M�P�T�F���M�J�O�L���C�F�U�X�F�F�O���J�O�W�F�O�U�J�P�O�
��
�J�O�O�P�W�B�U�J�P�O�� �B�O�E�� �U�I�F�� �T�P�M�W�J�O�H�� �P�G�� �B�H�S�J�D�V�M�U�V�S�B�M��
�Q�S�P�C�M�F�N�T�� �B�O�E�� �D�I�B�M�M�F�O�H�F�T���� �*�O�� �B�E�E�J�U�J�P�O�
�� �B�H�S�J
�D�V�M�U�V�S�F�� �I�B�T�� �V�O�D�F�B�T�J�O�H�M�Z�� �C�F�F�O�� �U�I�F�� �P�C�K�F�D�U�� �P�G��
intensi�cation, but also territorial expansion. 
�$�P�O�T�F�R�V�F�O�U�M�Z�
�� �J�U�� �J�T�� �Q�P�T�T�J�C�M�F�� �U�P�� �D�P�O�D�F�J�W�F��
of the history of agriculture as that of its 
expansion. 

�*�� �X�J�M�M�� �D�P�N�F�� �C�B�D�L�� �U�P�� �U�I�J�T�� �R�V�F�T�U�J�P�O�� �T�J�O�D�F�� �P�O�F��
�P�G�� �U�I�F�� �V�O�J�R�V�F�� �G�F�B�U�V�S�F�T�� �P�G�� �4�P�V�U�I�F�B�T�U�� �"�T�J�B���T��
agrarian transition is that it is accompanied 
by a permanent expansion of agriculture, 
which is exceptional in the contemporary 
�D�P�O�U�F�Y�U�
���F�Y�D�F�Q�U���G�P�S���U�I�F���D�B�T�F���P�G���#�S�B�[�J�M�����5�I�F���J�E�F�B��
�P�G���B�H�S�B�S�J�B�O���U�S�B�O�T�J�U�J�P�O�
���P�G���D�I�B�O�H�F�
���J�T���T�U�J�M�M���W�B�H�V�F�
��

1.2. Agrarian Transition
Rodolphe De Koninck, Montreal University

[4]	�5�I�F�� �B�V�U�I�P�S�� �X�P�V�M�E�� �M�J�L�F�� �U�P�� �U�I�B�O�L�� �+�F�B�O���'�S�B�O�Î�P�J�T�� �3�P�V�T�T�F�B�V�� �G�P�S�� �I�J�T�� �Q�B�S�U�J�D�J�Q�B�U�J�P�O�� �J�O�� �U�I�F�� �Q�S�F�Q�B�S�B�U�J�P�O�� �P�G�� �U�I�F�� �ö�H�V�S�F�T���� 
�+�F�B�O���'�S�B�O�Î�P�J�T���3�P�V�T�T�F�B�V���B�O�E���*���X�P�V�M�E���B�M�T�P���M�J�L�F���U�P���U�I�B�O�L���/�6�4���1�S�F�T�T���G�P�S���B�M�M�P�X�J�O�H���U�I�F���S�F�Q�S�P�E�V�D�U�J�P�O���P�G���O�F�B�S�M�Z���B���E�P�[�F�O��
�gures already appearing in our Gambling with the Land. Southeast Asia’s Agricultures, 1960-2008 (in press).
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�F�W�F�O�� �J�G�� �X�F�� �E�F�ö�O�F�� �J�U�� �U�P�E�B�Z�� �B�T�� �U�I�F�� �T�I�J�G�U�� �G�S�P�N��
a society characterized by accumulation in 
agriculture to a society in which accumulation 
�P�D�D�V�S�T���J�O���J�O�E�V�T�U�S�Z�����*�O���U�I�F���M�J�U�F�S�B�U�V�S�F�
���Q�B�S�U�J�D�V�M�B�S�M�Z��
�.�B�S�Y�J�T�U�� �M�J�U�F�S�B�U�V�S�F�
�� �U�I�F�� �J�O�E�V�T�U�S�J�B�M�� �S�F�W�P�M�V�U�J�P�O��
is interpreted as resulting from an agrarian 
transition. Often, terms such as “industrial 
�S�F�W�P�M�V�U�J�P�O�w�
�� �i�J�O�E�V�T�U�S�J�B�M�� �U�S�B�O�T�J�U�J�P�O�w�
�� �i�V�S�C�B�O��
�U�S�B�O�T�J�U�J�P�O�w�
���B�S�F���V�T�F�E���U�P���E�F�ö�O�F���B���Q�I�F�O�P�N�F�O�P�O��
initiated in the European countryside, which 
�D�B�O���T�P�N�F�U�J�N�F�T���M�F�B�E���U�P���D�P�O�G�V�T�J�P�O���� �*�O���.�B�S�Y�J�T�U��
ideology, the agrarian transition is de�ned 
as a transformation of production relations 
between those who own land and those who 
work it. The fundamental idea is to identify 
�X�I�F�S�F�� �U�I�F�� �N�B�K�P�S�� �G�P�S�N�� �P�G�� �B�D�D�V�N�V�M�B�U�J�P�O��
in an economy occurs: �elds or factories, 
countryside or city?

�*�U���J�T���B�C�P�W�F���B�M�M���.�B�S�Y���X�I�P���E�F�ö�O�F�E���U�I�F���B�H�S�B�S�J�B�O��
transition, and therefore the industrial 
�S�F�W�P�M�V�U�J�P�O���X�I�J�D�I���ö�S�T�U���U�P�P�L���Q�M�B�D�F���J�O���U�I�F���&�O�H�M�J�T�I��
countryside. The transition was from a feudal 
society in which accumulation was based 
on the appropriation of surplus agricultural 
�Q�S�P�E�V�D�U�J�P�O�� �o�� �B�� �W�J�T�J�C�M�F�� �B�Q�Q�S�P�Q�S�J�B�U�J�P�O�� �C�Z�� �U�I�F��
land owners or landlords, to a capitalist society 
�X�I�F�S�F���U�I�F���B�D�D�V�N�V�M�B�U�J�P�O���P�G���B�O���J�O�W�J�T�J�C�M�F���B�E�E�F�E��
�W�B�M�V�F���U�P�P�L���Q�M�B�D�F���X�J�U�I�J�O���J�O�E�V�T�U�S�Z�����5�I�J�T���U�S�B�O�T�J�U�J�P�O��
�C�S�P�V�H�I�U�� �B�C�P�V�U�� �G�V�O�E�B�N�F�O�U�B�M�� �V�Q�I�F�B�W�B�M�T�� �J�O��
the countryside and the cities, taking on 
di�erent forms depending on the country. 
�)�P�X�F�W�F�S�
���G�V�O�E�B�N�F�O�U�B�M�M�Z�
���U�I�F���Q�S�P�D�F�T�T�F�T���X�F�S�F��
comparable: primary accumulation was no 
longer based on agriculture but on industry, 
�U�I�J�T�� �F�W�P�M�V�U�J�P�O�� �I�B�W�J�O�H�� �C�F�F�O�� �O�P�U�� �M�J�O�F�B�S�
�� �C�V�U��
�P�D�D�V�S�S�J�O�H�� �U�I�S�P�V�H�I�� �V�Q�I�F�B�W�B�M�T�
�� �S�F�T�J�T�U�B�O�D�F�
��
progress and regression. 

�8�I�B�U�� �B�S�F�� �U�I�F�� �Q�I�F�O�P�N�F�O�B�� �U�I�B�U�� �I�B�W�F��
generated these changes, this shift from so-
called feudal societies to capitalist societies, 

from agrarian societies to urban and industrial 
�T�P�D�J�F�U�J�F�T� �� �*�T�� �U�I�F�� �B�H�S�B�S�J�B�O�� �U�S�B�O�T�J�U�J�P�O�� �X�I�J�D�I�� �J�T��
�B�T�T�P�D�J�B�U�F�E�� �X�J�U�I�� �U�I�F�� �J�O�E�V�T�U�S�J�B�M�� �S�F�W�P�M�V�U�J�P�O�� �U�I�F��
�S�F�T�V�M�U���P�G���U�F�D�I�O�J�D�B�M���J�O�O�P�W�B�U�J�P�O�T���o���J�O�W�F�O�U�J�P�O���P�G��
�U�I�F�� �X�I�F�F�M�
�� �J�N�Q�S�P�W�F�N�F�O�U�� �P�G�� �X�F�B�W�J�O�H�� �M�P�P�N�T��
in English industry, genetically modi�ed 
organisms (GMOs), or the result of social 
disruptions – appearance of the middle class, 
enclosure of common pastures which allowed 
�U�I�F���M�P�S�E�T���U�P���T�F�J�[�F���B�O���F�W�F�O���H�S�F�B�U�F�S���B�H�S�J�D�V�M�U�V�S�B�M��
surplus, which facilitated industrialization? 
�*�� �B�N�� �T�J�N�Q�M�J�G�Z�J�O�H�
�� �P�G�� �D�P�V�S�T�F�
�� �C�V�U�� �X�F�� �D�B�O��
summarize this with two predominant 
hypotheses: the technical and technological 
hypothesis and the social hypothesis, from 
�.�B�S�Y�J�T�U���J�O�T�Q�J�S�F�E�� �Q�P�M�J�U�J�D�B�M�� �F�D�P�O�P�N�Z���� �*�T�� �U�I�F��
shift from agricultural accumulation to 
industrial accumulation explained by the 
transformation of social relationships or by the 
�i�H�S�F�F�O�� �S�F�W�P�M�V�U�J�P�O�w� �� �5�I�S�P�V�H�I�P�V�U�� �U�I�F�� �Q�S�P�D�F�T�T��
of agrarian transformation, is agriculture in 
�B�O�E�� �P�G�� �J�U�T�F�M�G�� �B�O�� �P�C�K�F�D�U�� �P�G�� �J�O�E�V�T�U�S�J�B�M�J�[�B�U�J�P�O� ��
One thing is certain: the conditions for 
�J�N�Q�S�P�W�J�O�H�� �Q�S�P�E�V�D�U�J�P�O�� �B�S�F�� �E�F�ö�O�F�E�� �N�P�S�F��
and more by industry found both upstream 
and downstream of agricultural production. 
The means of production are increasingly 
�E�F�ö�O�F�E�
�� �Q�F�S�G�F�D�U�F�E�
�� �Q�S�P�E�V�D�F�E�� �B�O�E�� �B�C�P�W�F�� �B�M�M��
�H�J�W�F�O���ö�O�B�O�D�J�B�M���C�B�D�L�J�O�H���C�Z���J�O�E�V�T�U�S�Z�����'�F�S�U�J�M�J�[�F�S�
��
machinery, pesticides and insecticides are 
�Q�S�P�W�J�E�F�E�� �V�Q�T�U�S�F�B�N���� �E�J�T�U�S�J�C�V�U�J�P�O�
�� �Q�B�D�L�B�H�J�O�H�
��
�E�F�M�J�W�F�S�Z�� �B�S�F�� �Q�S�P�W�J�E�F�E�� �E�P�X�O�T�U�S�F�B�N���� �C�P�U�I��
create an unceasing and growing demand 
�G�P�S�� �G�P�T�T�J�M�� �G�V�F�M�T���� �5�I�F�T�F�� �Q�S�P�D�F�T�T�F�T�� �B�S�F�� �W�F�S�Z��
�W�J�T�J�C�M�Z�� �B�D�D�F�M�F�S�B�U�J�O�H�� �P�O�� �B�� �H�M�P�C�B�M�� �T�D�B�M�F���� �*�O��
�I�J�H�I�M�Z�� �B�E�W�B�O�D�F�E�� �B�H�S�J�D�V�M�U�V�S�F�� �o�� �G�P�S�� �F�Y�B�N�Q�M�F��
American and European –, the conditions for 
agricultural production are de�ned more and 
more by the means of industrial production, 
�X�I�J�M�F�� �H�M�P�C�B�M�J�[�B�U�J�P�O�� �J�T�� �J�O�D�S�F�B�T�J�O�H�M�Z�� �B�� �E�S�J�W�J�O�H��
force a�ecting agriculture. 
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The agrarian transition has taken many 
�G�P�S�N�T�� �J�O�� �E�J�ò�F�S�F�O�U�� �Q�B�S�U�T�� �P�G�� �U�I�F�� �X�P�S�M�E���� �*�U�� �J�T��
a process which began with the history 
of humanity and which will end with it. 
�)�P�X�F�W�F�S�
�� �U�I�F�S�F���J�T���B���N�P�N�F�O�U���J�O���U�I�F���I�J�T�U�P�S�Z��
�P�G�� �B�� �T�P�D�J�F�U�Z�
�� �B�O�E�� �*�� �B�N�� �D�P�N�J�O�H�� �C�B�D�L�� �U�P�� �U�I�F��
�.�B�S�Y�J�T�U�� �W�J�T�J�P�O�
�� �X�I�F�S�F�� �B�D�D�V�N�V�M�B�U�J�P�O�� �J�T��
increasingly organized within industry 
�B�U�� �U�I�F�� �F�Y�Q�F�O�T�F�� �P�S�� �F�W�F�O�� �U�P�� �U�I�F�� �E�F�U�S�J�N�F�O�U��
�P�G�� �B�H�S�J�D�V�M�U�V�S�F���� �)�P�X�� �D�B�O�� �U�I�J�T�� �D�P�O�D�F�Q�U�V�B�M��
�E�F�W�J�D�F���C�F���V�T�F�G�V�M���U�P���V�T���J�O���E�F�D�J�Q�I�F�S�J�O�H���X�I�B�U��
is happening in Southeast Asia?

1.2.2. The Agrarian Transition in 
Southeast Asia 

�4�U�B�S�U�J�O�H�� �J�O�� �U�I�F�� ���������T�
�� �N�P�T�U�� �P�G�� �U�I�F�� �S�F�H�J�P�O���T��
modern nations were put into place, and 
fundamental changes were orchestrated 
by more or less authoritarian decisions. 
�8�F�� �N�V�T�U�� �S�F�N�F�N�C�F�S�� �U�I�B�U�� �B�G�U�F�S�� �8�P�S�M�E�� �8�B�S�� �*�*�
��
Southeast Asian agriculture was in a piteous 
state, although the colonial administrations 
�Q�S�P�N�P�U�F�E�� �T�P�N�F�� �G�P�S�N�T�� �P�G�� �J�O�W�F�T�U�N�F�O�U�� �J�O��
agriculture, essentially for export, especially 
of rubber and rice. During the post-war years, 
the political situation in the region became 
more and more problematic: a serious crisis in 
�*�O�E�P�O�F�T�J�B���G�P�S�D�J�O�H���U�I�F���D�F�O�U�S�B�M���H�P�W�F�S�O�N�F�O�U���U�P��
�E�F�B�M���X�J�U�I���N�P�W�F�N�F�O�U�T���G�P�S���Q�P�M�J�U�J�D�B�M���B�V�U�P�O�P�N�Z��
in peripheral islands, social or ethnic 
tensions in the Philippines and Malaysia, 
�X�B�S�T�� �J�O�� �*�O�E�P�D�I�J�O�B�
�� �U�I�F�� �F�Y�P�E�V�T�� �P�G�� �*�O�E�J�B�O��
�N�J�O�P�S�J�U�J�F�T�� �G�S�P�N�� �#�V�S�N�B�
�� �X�I�J�D�I�� �D�P�O�U�S�J�C�V�U�F�E��
to the destabilization of its economy, etc.  
�5�I�F���M�F�B�E�F�S�T���P�G���W�B�S�J�P�V�T���H�P�W�F�S�O�N�F�O�U�T���U�I�F�O���I�B�E��
to make decisions, particularly regarding the 
rural and agricultural realm, the nexus of the 
�N�B�J�O�� �U�F�O�T�J�P�O�T���� �T�I�P�V�M�E�� �U�I�F�Z�� �N�P�W�F�� �G�P�S�X�B�S�E��
with technical reforms or social reforms, 
promote agrarian reforms instead of “green 
revolutions”� �� �)�P�X�� �T�I�P�V�M�E�� �U�I�F�Z�� �T�U�P�Q�� �Q�F�B�T�B�O�U��

�S�F�W�P�M�V�U�J�P�O�T�� �	�1�I�J�M�J�Q�Q�J�O�F�T�
�� �+�B�W�B�
�� �*�O�E�P�D�I�J�O�B�
�� �J�O��
the countryside, which was poorly controlled 
�C�Z�� �U�I�F�� �B�V�U�I�P�S�J�U�J�F�T� �� �5�I�F�� �H�P�W�F�S�O�N�F�O�U�T�� �U�I�F�S�F
�G�P�S�F�� �Q�V�U�� �J�O�� �Q�M�B�D�F�� �J�O�U�F�S�W�F�O�U�J�P�O�J�T�U�� �Q�P�M�J�D�J�F�T�� �J�O��
agriculture, taking measures to promote a 
peaceful agrarian transition and, gradually, 
�U�P���H�F�O�F�S�B�U�F���B���T�V�S�Q�M�V�T���X�I�J�M�F���S�F�E�V�D�J�O�H���Q�P�W�F�S�U�Z��
in the countryside and accelerating the 
integration of their national economies into 
the global market.

�*�O�T�U�F�B�E�� �P�G�� �ö�O�E�J�O�H�� �Q�P�M�J�U�J�D�B�M�M�Z�� �E�J�ó�D�V�M�U��
solutions to apply to the problems of land 
�P�X�O�F�S�T�I�J�Q�� �B�O�E�� �U�F�O�V�S�F�
�� �*�O�E�P�O�F�T�J�B�
�� �.�B�M�B�Z�T�J�B�
��
and the Philippines chose to launch a green 
�S�F�W�P�M�V�U�J�P�O�
�� �X�I�J�M�T�U�� �F�T�U�B�C�M�J�T�I�J�O�H�� �U�F�D�I�O�J�D�B�M��
�N�F�B�O�T�� �G�P�S�� �J�N�Q�S�P�W�J�O�H�� �Q�S�P�E�V�D�U�J�P�O���� �5�I�J�T��
depended on output growth, primarily in food 
production, where growth was based �rstly 
�P�O���U�I�F���V�T�F���P�G���I�J�H�I���Z�J�F�M�E�J�O�H���S�J�D�F���W�B�S�J�F�U�J�F�T�
���B�O�E��
secondly on the increased use of industrial 
fertilizer, pesticides and insecticides, all in an 
�F�ò�P�S�U�� �U�P�� �J�O�D�S�F�B�T�F�� �U�I�F�� �U�X�J�D�F���Z�F�B�S�M�Z�� �I�B�S�W�F�T�U��
of rice, by far the primary staple food crop 
�J�O�� �U�I�F�� �S�F�H�J�P�O���� �)�P�X�F�W�F�S�� �T�V�D�I�� �J�O�U�F�O�T�J�ö�D�B�U�J�P�O��
�D�P�V�M�E���O�P�U���I�B�Q�Q�F�O���X�J�U�I�P�V�U���B�O���J�N�Q�S�P�W�F�N�F�O�U��
in irrigation and drainage, the responsibility 
for which would be increasingly taken 
�P�W�F�S�� �C�Z�� �U�I�F�� �T�U�B�U�F���� �#�F�D�B�V�T�F�
�� �F�W�F�S�Z�X�I�F�S�F�� �J�O��
Southeast Asia, irrigation is always necessary 
�G�P�S���B���E�P�V�C�M�F���I�B�S�W�F�T�U����

�%�F�T�Q�J�U�F�� �U�I�F�� �F�Y�J�T�U�F�O�D�F�� �P�G�� �B�O�D�J�F�O�U�� �W�J�M�M�B�H�F�� �B�O�E��
�F�W�F�O�� �4�U�B�U�F�� �J�S�S�J�H�B�U�J�P�O�� �T�Z�T�U�F�N�T�� �o�� �F�T�Q�F�D�J�B�M�M�Z��
during the golden age of the Angkor 
Kingdom – no Southeast Asian society had 
the hydraulic infrastructure necessary to 
irrigate and drain rice �elds sustainably twice 
a year. This form of intensi�cation, applied 
more recently in certain countries, such as 
Vietnam, would create closer ties with the 
industrial sector, the designated supplier 
of inputs that had become indispensable.  
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�*�O���U�I�J�T���N�B�O�O�F�S�
���N�B�O�Z���S�V�S�B�M���B�S�F�B�T���X�F�S�F���H�S�B�E�V�B�M�M�Z��
transformed into permanent rice production 
platforms instead of seasonal ones.

We sometimes forget that intensi�cation 
has also been increasingly applied to cash 
�D�S�P�Q�T���� �#�F�H�J�O�O�J�O�H�� �J�O�� �U�I�F�� ���������T�
�� �U�I�F�� �P�V�U�Q�V�U��
of rubber trees, then, notably, that of co�ee 
bushes and palm oil trees grew rapidly. These 
increases in output among commercial crops 
also represent a component of the green 
�S�F�W�P�M�V�U�J�P�O���� �8�F�� �N�V�T�U�� �L�F�F�Q�� �J�O�� �N�J�O�E�� �U�I�B�U�� �U�I�J�T��
term, apparently apolitical, has in fact highly 
�Q�P�M�J�U�J�D�B�M�� �D�P�O�O�P�U�B�U�J�P�O�T���� �)�J�H�I�� �Z�J�F�M�E�J�O�H�� �W�B�S�J�F�U�Z��
�T�F�F�E�T�� �X�F�S�F�� �D�S�F�B�U�F�E�� �J�O�� �P�S�E�F�S�� �U�P�� �Q�S�P�W�J�E�F�� �B��
�U�F�D�I�O�J�D�B�M�� �S�F�T�Q�P�O�T�F�� �U�P�� �Q�S�P�C�M�F�N�T�� �P�G�� �Q�P�W�F�S�U�Z��
in the countryside – problems o�cially 
considered as primarily due to weak crop 
�Q�S�P�E�V�D�U�J�P�O�� �o�� �Q�S�P�W�J�E�J�O�H�� �B�� �N�F�B�O�T�� �U�P�� �D�P�V�O�U�F�S��
�U�I�F���S�F�E���S�F�W�P�M�V�U�J�P�O��

�"�D�D�P�N�Q�B�O�J�F�E�� �C�Z�� �W�J�H�P�S�P�V�T�� �F�Y�Q�B�O�T�J�P�O�� �P�G��
farmland, crop intensi�cation policies helped 
�B�W�P�J�E�� �I�B�W�J�O�H�� �U�P�� �N�P�E�J�G�Z�� �B�H�S�B�S�J�B�O�� �T�U�S�V�D�U�V�S�F�T��
�B�M�N�P�T�U�� �F�W�F�S�Z�X�I�F�S�F���� �*�O�� �G�B�D�U�
�� �B�M�U�I�P�V�H�I��
Southeast Asia industrialized and urbanized 
�B�U�� �M�F�B�T�U�� �B�T�� �R�V�J�D�L�M�Z�
�� �J�G�� �O�P�U�� �N�P�S�F�� �T�P�
�� �U�I�B�O�� �U�I�F��
�S�F�T�U���P�G���U�I�F���E�F�W�F�M�P�Q�J�O�H���X�P�S�M�E�
���B�H�S�J�D�V�M�U�V�S�F���I�B�T��
continued to intensify and expand, leading to 
�F�Y�D�F�Q�U�J�P�O�B�M�� �H�S�P�X�U�I�� �J�O�� �Q�S�P�E�V�D�U�J�P�O���� �)�P�X�F�W�F�S�
��
during the 1930s and 1940s, the capacity of 
�4�P�V�U�I�F�B�T�U���"�T�J�B���U�P���G�F�F�E���J�U�T�F�M�G���X�B�T���R�V�F�T�U�J�P�O�F�E���C�Z��
eminent geographers, such as Pierre Gourou, 
�3�F�O�Ï�� �%�V�N�P�O�U�� �B�O�E�� �$�I�B�S�M�F�T�� �3�P�C�F�R�V�B�J�O���� �5�I�J�T��
debate was taken up by many authors and 
�H�P�W�F�S�O�N�F�O�U�T���V�Q���V�O�U�J�M���B�U���M�F�B�T�U���U�I�F���N�J�E�����������T����
�"�G�U�F�S�� �U�I�B�U�
�� �U�I�F�� �S�F�H�J�P�O���T�� �G�B�S�N�F�S�T�� �Q�S�P�W�F�E�� �U�I�B�U��
they were capable of increasing not only food 
but also commercial crops more rapidly than 
�U�I�F���S�F�H�J�P�O���T���Q�P�Q�V�M�B�U�J�P�O���J�U�T�F�M�G���X�B�T���J�O�D�S�F�B�T�J�O�H��

For geopolitical reasons, as well as strictly 
agrarian reasons, agricultural intensi�cation 

�B�O�E�� �U�F�S�S�J�U�P�S�J�B�M�� �F�Y�Q�B�O�T�J�P�O�� �X�F�S�F�� �B�D�U�J�W�F�M�Z��
pursued, except in Thailand. This characteristic 
�J�T�� �G�V�O�E�B�N�F�O�U�B�M���� �*�O�� �&�V�S�P�Q�F�� �B�T�� �J�O�� �&�B�T�U�� �"�T�J�B�
��
farmland has been decreasing considerably - 
since the 1960s in the case of China. There, of 
�D�P�V�S�T�F�
���D�S�P�Q���D�V�M�U�J�W�B�U�J�P�O���I�B�T���C�F�F�O���J�O�U�F�O�T�J�ö�F�E�
��
but for multiple reasons linked to urban and 
�J�O�E�V�T�U�S�J�B�M���F�Y�Q�B�O�T�J�P�O���B�T���X�F�M�M���B�T���F�O�W�J�S�P�O�N�F�O�U�B�M��
problems and land deterioration, its extent is 
decreasing. Agricultural land is decreasing also 
�J�O���*�O�E�J�B���B�O�E���P�O���U�I�F���"�G�S�J�D�B�O���D�P�O�U�J�O�F�O�U�
���X�J�U�I���G�F�X��
�F�Y�D�F�Q�U�J�P�O�T�����"�T���*���I�B�W�F���Q�P�J�O�U�F�E���P�V�U���J�O���N�B�O�Z���P�G��
�N�Z���Q�V�C�M�J�D�B�U�J�P�O�T�
���U�I�F���S�F�H�J�P�O���T���Q�F�B�T�B�O�U�S�J�F�T���I�B�W�F��
�W�F�S�Z���P�G�U�F�O���C�F�F�O���V�T�F�E���B�T���B���i�U�F�S�S�J�U�P�S�J�B�M���T�Q�F�B�S�I�F�B�E��
�P�G�� �U�I�F�� �T�U�B�U�F���w�� �'�P�S�� �T�F�W�F�S�B�M�� �S�F�B�T�P�O�T�
�� �O�P�U�B�C�M�Z�� �G�P�S��
the State to better control them, frontier 
�U�F�S�S�J�U�P�S�J�F�T�� �I�B�W�F�� �C�F�F�O�� �D�P�O�R�V�F�S�F�E�� �U�I�S�P�V�H�I��
�B�H�S�J�D�V�M�U�V�S�B�M�� �M�B�O�E�� �Q�J�P�O�F�F�S�J�O�H���� �T�V�D�I�� �I�B�T�� �C�F�F�O��
the case in the Philippines at the beginning 
�P�G���U�I�F���9�9th�
���J�O���*�O�E�P�O�F�T�J�B�
���F�T�Q�F�D�J�B�M�M�Z���T�J�O�D�F���U�I�F��
1950s, in Malaysia since its independence 
�B�O�E�� �J�O�� �7�J���U�� �/�B�N�� �P�W�F�S�� �U�I�F�� �M�B�T�U�� �U�I�J�S�U�Z���ö�W�F��
years. This reliance on agriculture as a tool 
�P�G�� �U�F�S�S�J�U�P�S�J�B�M�� �D�P�O�R�V�F�T�U�� �B�O�E�� �G�P�S�� �U�I�F�� �S�F�T�P�M�V�U�J�P�O��
of territorial management problems has 
been used in many regions of the world and 
is often mentioned in historical literature. 
�*�U�� �J�T�� �O�F�W�F�S�U�I�F�M�F�T�T�� �F�Y�D�F�Q�U�J�P�O�B�M�M�Z�� �D�P�N�N�P�O��
�J�O�� �4�P�V�U�I�F�B�T�U�� �"�T�J�B���� �5�I�F�� �D�P�O�R�V�F�T�U�� �P�G�� �G�S�P�O�U�J�F�S��
territory is also used as a tool for diluting 
the presence of ethnic minorities, as the 
redistribution of population as a geopolitical 
�U�P�P�M���S�F�N�B�J�O�T���W�F�S�Z���D�P�N�N�P�O���U�P�E�B�Z��

�*�U�� �J�T�� �J�O�J�U�J�B�M�M�Z�� �X�J�U�I�J�O�� �B�H�S�J�D�V�M�U�V�S�F�� �B�O�E�� �U�I�S�P�V�H�I��
agriculture that many countries, especially 
�*�O�E�P�O�F�T�J�B�� �B�O�E�� �7�J���U�� �/�B�N�
�� �I�B�W�F�� �T�V�D�D�F�F�E�F�E��
�J�O�� �S�F�E�V�D�J�O�H�� �U�I�F�� �Q�S�P�C�M�F�N�� �P�G�� �Q�P�W�F�S�U�Z�
�� �C�Z��
�B�Q�Q�M�Z�J�O�H�� �I�J�H�I�M�Z�� �J�O�U�F�S�W�F�O�U�J�P�O�J�T�U�� �B�H�S�J�D�V�M�U�V�S�B�M��
�Q�P�M�J�D�J�F�T�����)�P�X�F�W�F�S�
���G�P�S���B�U���M�F�B�T�U���U�I�F���M�B�T�U���E�F�D�B�E�F�
��
agricultural expansion has been increasingly 
�E�S�J�W�F�O�� �C�Z�� �Q�S�J�W�B�U�F�� �F�O�U�F�S�Q�S�J�T�F�T�
�� �M�B�S�H�F��
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plantations especially, in a context where 
terrestrial ecosystems, notably forest ones, 
and now increasingly marine ecosystems, 
�I�B�W�F�� �E�F�U�F�S�J�P�S�B�U�F�E�� �B�O�E�� �S�F�H�S�F�T�T�F�E�� �S�B�Q�J�E�M�Z����
Throughout Southeast Asia, agricultural 
�Q�S�P�E�V�D�U�J�P�O�� �J�T�� �H�S�P�X�J�O�H�� �W�F�S�Z�� �S�B�Q�J�E�M�Z�
�� �B�T�� �J�T��

�B�R�V�B�D�V�M�U�V�S�F�� �Q�S�P�E�V�D�U�J�P�O�� �o�� �M�B�O�E�� �P�S�� �N�B�S�J�O�F��
based – as ocean �shing can no longer meet 
�E�F�N�B�O�E���� �5�I�F�� �Q�S�F�T�T�V�S�F�� �G�P�S�� �Q�S�P�E�V�D�U�J�W�J�U�Z�� �J�T��
increasingly spreading to all land and marine 
based territories. 

Remember that one characteristic of this 
region is that expansion of agricultural 
�U�F�S�S�J�U�P�S�Z�� �I�B�T�� �W�F�S�Z�� �D�M�P�T�F�M�Z�� �G�P�M�M�P�X�F�E��
intensi�cation of agriculture, to such an 

extent that it is expanding faster than the 
population is increasing, contrary to what 
has happened elsewhere, especially in 
Africa.

Figure 1 Global Demographic Growth and Agricultural 
Expansion, 1700-2007

Sources: Chenais, 1991; FAOSTAT, 2009; N.I.E.S, 2009; UNPOP, 2009.
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Figure 2 Agricultural Expansion in the World’s Major 
Regions, 1700-1990

Source: N.I.E.S, 2009.

�*�G�� �X�F�� �D�P�N�Q�B�S�F�� �B�H�S�J�D�V�M�U�V�S�B�M�� �F�Y�Q�B�O�T�J�P�O��
throughout the world, we see that it has 

�T�M�P�X�F�E���E�P�X�O���P�S���F�W�F�O���C�F�F�O���S�F�W�F�S�T�F�E�
���F�Y�D�F�Q�U��
�J�O���"�T�J�B�����*�O���&�V�S�P�Q�F���B�H�S�J�D�V�M�U�V�S�F���J�T���M�P�T�J�O�H���H�S�P�V�O�E��

Figure 3 Southeast Asia. Demographic Growth and 
Agricultural Expansion by Region, 1700-2007

Sources: FAOSTAT, 2009; N.I.E.S, 2009; Neville, 1999; UNPOP, 2009. Sources: FAOSTAT, 2009; N.I.E.S, 2009.
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�*�O�� �4�P�V�U�I�F�B�T�U�� �"�T�J�B�
�� �B�H�S�J�D�V�M�U�V�S�B�M�� �F�Y�Q�B�O�T�J�P�O�� �J�T��
more rapid that demographic growth. 

Figure 4 Proportion of Land Allocated to Agriculture 
by Country, 1961-2007

Source: FAOSTAT, 2009.

�*�O�� �U�I�F�� �S�F�H�J�P�O�
�� �5�I�B�J�M�B�O�E�� �J�T�� �U�I�F�� �P�O�M�Z�� �D�P�V�O�U�S�Z��
where agricultural territory has stopped 
�F�Y�Q�B�O�E�J�O�H���� �*�O�� �$�B�N�C�P�E�J�B�
�� �U�I�F�� �C�S�F�B�L��
corresponds to the reign of the Khmer 
�3�P�V�H�F���� �*�O�� �7�J���U�� �/�B�N�
�� �B�H�S�J�D�V�M�U�V�S�B�M�� �F�Y�Q�B�O�T�J�P�O��
�X�B�T���M�B�V�O�D�I�F�E���P�O���B���N�B�T�T�J�W�F���T�D�B�M�F���B�G�U�F�S�������������� 

�*�O�� �U�I�F�� �1�I�J�M�J�Q�Q�J�O�F�T�
�� �P�O�F�� �P�G�� �U�I�F�� �S�F�H�J�P�O���T�� �U�X�P��
most densely populated countries along with  
�7�J���U�� �/�B�N�
�� �B�H�S�J�D�V�M�U�V�S�F�� �J�T�� �T�Q�S�F�B�E�J�O�H�
�� �B�T��
in Malaysia which represents the most 
industrialized nation in the region – except 
for Singapore.

Figure 5 Rice Yields by Country, 1961-2007

Source: FAOSTAT, 2008.
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Growth of agriculture depends also on yield 
�J�O�D�S�F�B�T�F�T���� �S�J�D�F�� �Z�J�F�M�E�T�
�� �T�U�J�M�M�� �W�F�S�Z�� �M�P�X�� ������������
�Z�F�B�S�T�� �B�H�P�
�� �I�B�W�F�� �Q�S�B�D�U�J�D�B�M�M�Z�� �D�B�V�H�I�U�� �V�Q�� �X�J�U�I��

�U�I�P�T�F���P�G���&�B�T�U���"�T�J�B�O���D�P�V�O�U�S�J�F�T���T�V�D�I���B�T���+�B�Q�B�O�
��
Korea and Taiwan. 

Figure 6 Southeast Asia. Cash Crops (Rubber, Palm Oil, Co�ee) 
versus Food Crops (Rice and Corn), 1961-2007

Source: FAOSTATS, 2008.

�*�O�U�F�O�T�J�ö�D�B�U�J�P�O���F�Y�Q�B�O�T�J�P�O�� �P�G�� �B�H�S�J�D�V�M�U�V�S�F�� �X�B�T��
�rst applied to food crops – �rst rice, but also 
corn, tapioca, etc. –, then to cash crops such 
as rubber, palm oil and co�ee.

�0�W�F�S���U�I�F���M�B�T�U���E�F�D�B�E�F�
���F�Y�Q�B�O�T�J�P�O���P�G���D�P�N�N�F�S�D�J�B�M��
crops has been more rapid than that of food 
crops. Southeast Asian agricultural production, 
including that of rice, is increasingly turning 
toward the global market, with Thailand and 
�7�J���U���/�B�N���U�I�F���X�P�S�M�E���T���M�F�B�E�J�O�H���S�J�D�F���F�Y�Q�P�S�U�F�S�T��

Figure 7a Fisheries, 1950-2006

Source: FAOSTATS, 2008.
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�3�F�H�B�S�E�J�O�H�� �B�R�V�B�D�V�M�U�V�S�F�� �B�O�E�� �ö�T�I�F�S�J�F�T�
��
�Q�S�P�E�V�D�U�J�P�O�� �J�T�� �J�O�D�S�F�B�T�J�O�H�� �F�W�F�O�� �N�P�S�F�� �S�B�Q�J�E�M�Z��

�U�I�B�O�� �Q�P�Q�V�M�B�U�J�P�O���� �"�R�V�B�D�V�M�U�V�S�F�� �J�T�� �J�O�D�S�F�B�T�J�O�H��
more rapidly than the entire sector.

Figure 7b Aquaculture, 1950-2006

Source: FAOSTATS, 2008.

Figure 8 Proportion of Fish and Seafood Production from 
Aquaculture, by Country, 1950-2007

Source: FAO Fisheries and Aquaculture, 2008.

�5�I�F�� �D�P�O�T�V�N�Q�U�J�P�O�� �P�G�� �ö�T�I�� �J�T�� �W�J�U�B�M�� �J�O�� �T�P�N�F��
�4�P�V�U�I�F�B�T�U���"�T�J�B�O���D�P�V�O�U�S�J�F�T�����7�J���U�� �/�B�N�� �I�B�T�� �U�I�F��
highest per capita consumption, and it is also 
�W�F�S�Z�� �J�N�Q�P�S�U�B�O�U�� �J�O�� �U�I�F�� �*�O�E�P�O�F�T�J�B�O�� �J�T�M�B�O�E�� �P�G��
�+�B�W�B�
�� �B�T�� �J�O�� �+�B�Q�B�O�����5�I�J�T�� �N�B�S�L�F�U�� �J�T�� �J�O�D�S�F�B�T�J�O�H�M�Z��

�G�F�E���C�Z���B�R�V�B�D�V�M�U�V�S�F���X�I�J�D�I���J�T���P�S�J�F�O�U�F�E���U�P�X�B�S�E��
�U�I�F���F�Y�Q�P�S�U���N�B�S�L�F�U�����5�I�F���W�B�T�U���N�B�K�P�S�J�U�Z���P�G���T�I�S�J�N�Q��
produced in Southeast Asia are destined for 
�U�I�F���$�I�J�O�F�T�F���B�O�E���+�B�Q�B�O�F�T�F���N�B�S�L�F�U�T��




















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































