
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

The AFD’s Research Department is organizing an international conference every two years. The 

aim of the conference is to bring together leading academics and policy-makers to discuss key 

issues in development economics. Over the last years, the AFD’s International Conference has 

brought up to debate crucial topics such as “Commons and Development” in 2016, “Inequality and 

Social Cohesion” in 2018 and “The Visible Hand” in 2020.  
 

The next edition of the conference will be held on December 7th to 9th 

2022 in Paris and will be focused on strong sustainability trajectories. 

- List of keynote speakers available below - 

 

The opposition between weak and strong environmental sustainability, borrowed from 

economists, has played an important historical role in the theoretical structuring of sustainable 

development. In particular, the concept of strong environmental sustainability questions the 

principle of substitution between different types of capital (natural, social and economic) and 

opposes the monetisation of these, as well as of the services and well-being they generate. Inspired 

by the concept, the AFD proposes to rethink development trajectories beyond net zero, i.e. to 

incorporate, without substituting them, climate, environmental, social, economic and financial 

aspects into trajectories towards strong sustainability. 

 

The 7th and 8th of December will be dedicated to two scientific days for which we 

welcome papers investigating one or more of the following key topics. Each paper 

should contain recommendations for action (public policy, private sector) and papers 

addressing more than one of the topics will have an advantage. 

 

Note that a dossier of shortlisted papers will be submitted as a special 

issue to the Ecological Economics Journal and the International Journal 

of Political Economy. 

 

 



 

 Embedding biodiversity constraints, 

sustainable land-use, climate dynamics 

and resource extraction in bio-physically 

integrated models.   

 

 Taking into consideration 

macroeconomic and physical 

constraints that may emerge during  

the transition, including redistributive 

impacts in promoting sustainable socio-

ecological trajectories.  

 

 Rethinking governance structures  

and levels (global, national, local, 

polycentric) and re-aligning the financial 

architecture and the financial 

instruments. 

 

 Adopting critical perspectives on strong 

sustainability (deadlocks, blind spots, 

misuses) and revisiting the concept in 

the light of different ontological visions 

of nature and epistemologies 

The 9th of December will be dedicated to plenary sessions addressing more 
political questions such as:  

 How can we construct strong 

sustainability trajectories? 

 How can the strong sustainability 

approach inform policy-making? 

 What role for finance and which 

financial instruments should be used to 

support strong sustainability 

trajectories

Submission guidelines and timetable:  

For the academic day, we are launching the present call for papers. 

The deadline for application is June 15th 2022 23:59, Central European Time 

(UTC+01:00). 

Original long abstract (including paper structure, method and data, objectives) or full paper 

must be sent to conference AFDsustainability@afd.fr, with the subject “Application – Call 

for Papers”, imperatively. Session with a minimum of three papers fitting with the call for 

papers can also be proposed.  

Decisions on the submissions will be communicated by July 15th, 2022.  

Full papers are expected by September 15th with a confirmation of participation given by 

1st of October 2022. 

 

Please note that we will only be accepting COMPLETED papers in English or French, with a 
short abstract of 150 words. The presentation of the selected papers will be exclusively in 
English. 

You can also propose a session with a minimum of 3 papers provided they fit the scientific 
committee requirements. 

 

 



Travel and accommodation will be covered for a very limited number of participants originating 

from middle- and low-income countries and affiliated to institutions in those countries. These 

participants will be selected based on the quality of their papers (best scores from the scientific 

committee) and will be contacted by email by October 1st. For those concerned, please attach the 

three following documents: a short letter explaining why you fit in the criteria, a passport copy and 

a proof of affiliation to the institution in middle- and low-income countries. 

 

Keynote speakers attending the academic plenary sessions: 
Pamela MCELWEE (Rutgers, State University of New Jersey); Tim LENTON (University of Exeter); 

Antonin POTTIER (EHESS and CIRED); Reinette BIGGS (Stellenbosch University , South Africa); 

Bruno BOIDIN (CLERSE) ; Marc FLEURBAY (CNRS) ; Antoine GODIN (AFD) 

 

Scientific Committee: 
Edi Assoumou (Mines Paris Tech), Alberte Bondeau (IMBE), Orsola Constantini (UNCTAD), 

Leonardo Garrido (WRI), Camila Gramkow (CEPAL), Nicolas Gratiot (IRD), Diego Guevara 

(Universitad Nacional de Bogotà), Eric Kemp-Benedict (SEI), Harold Levrel (CIRED), Florent McIsaac 

(World Bank), Achilleas Mantes (SOAS), Irene Monasterolo (EDHEC Business School), Lauriane 

Mouysset (CIRED), Thanh Ngo-Duc (USTH), Maria Nikolaidi (University of Greenwhich), Esteban 

Perez (CEPAL), Hector Pollitt (World Bank), Jean-François Ponsot (PACTE), Antonin Pottier 

(CIRED), Catherine Saget (ILO), Romain Svartzman (Banque de France),  Henri Waisman (IDDRI) 

Julien Calas (AFD), Anda David (AFD), Hélène Djoufelkit (AFD), Etienne Espagne (AFD), Benoit 

Faivre-Dupaigre (AFD), Antoine Godin (AFD), Brian Hartley (AFD), Oskar Lecuyer (AFD), Stephanie 

Leyronas (AFD), Guilherme Magacho (AFD), Cecilia Poggi (AFD), Marie-Noëlle Woillez (AFD), 

Devrim Yilmaz (AFD) 

 

Organizing Committee: 

Delphine Constant-Perrier (AFD), Etienne Espagne (AFD), Antoine Godin (AFD), Brian Hartley (AFD), 

Guilherme Magacho (AFD), Raphaëlle Sardier (AFD), Devrim Yilmaz (AFD), Annabelle Moreau 

Santos (AFD) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


